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The April National Council MeetingThe XVIII NOSPlan Annual 
Convention

All the unit councils, executive council and advisory 
board members of NOSPlan meet twice in a year 
during the National Council Meetings (NCM). These 
meetings are held to facilitate discussions on various 
concerns and suggestions and decisions about the 
future of this organization. They also give a purview 
of the progress and the achievements of the EC 
allowingallowing all present to raise questions. The first NCM 
for the year 2017-18 was held on 8thApril at School of 
Planning and Architecture, Bhopal. The meeting was 
held between 10 a.m. to 4p.m. Members present 
during the meeting were: the advisory board, 
president, general secretary, national treasurer, 
chief editor and unit councils of following 9 colleges:
The meeting commenced with a welcome speech, 
addressed by Faculty Coordinator of SPAB, Mr. 
Govind M.P. (Assistant Professor, Planning 
Department, SPAB). The Editor-in-Chief, Devashree 
Ragde, introduced NOSPlan 2016 Magazine (based 
on the City-Gram theme) and the President, Riya 
Gupta, on behalf of the EC, presented a copy of the 
magazine to Mr. Govind M.P.magazine to Mr. Govind M.P.
This was followed by introduction of criteria for 
election of members of the new EC by the President. 
Other details about the working pattern, 
achievements and drawbacks of the retiring 
executive council were discussed. It was also 
discussed that in order to improve the structure of 
NOSPlan, participation from inactive institutes should 
be encouraged and validated.be encouraged and validated.
The latter half of the meeting was followed by 
elections for the new executive council. Based on 
votes and mars obtained the results for the election 
were declared as:
President – Pulkit Singal
General Secretary – Yamini Suresh
National Treasurer – Subodh Thackray
Editor-in-chief – Rimjhim Agarwal
Web Manager – Ravi Pandey
AmityAmity Gurgaon and Lovely Professional University 
participated n the bid for hosting the XIX Annual 
NOSPlan Convention, December 2017, and each 
college presented their structure of organization. 
Amity Gurgaon will be hosting the upcoming 
NOSPlan Convention winning the bid by 4 votes.
CongratulationsCongratulations to Amity University Gurgaon, 
looking forward to an exciting Convention.

Druti Gangwar
SPA, Bhopal

TheThe NOSPlan Annual Convention, an event that 
assembles a melange of academics, professionals 
and students from the field of planning under one 
roof, is held each year in December. It is a vibrant 
fiesta connecting an entire community of planners 
(and to-be planners) where many individuals are 
connected in an exchange of ideas, knowledge 
andand skills, through various competitions, workshops 
and events. It allows a stage for the manifesting of 
our talents- both inside and outside the studio, 
forming new friendships, and a pinch of healthy 
competition for the Rolling Trophy.
                 

However, a planner must learn to prevail under any 
and all circumstances, and so it was decided that 
an Online Convention would be held instead, 
inviting entries for formal competitions including 
Development Plan, Bettering Practices, Imagining 
Future Cities, thinking of demonetization-like ideas, 
and movie making. Each event has a series of cash 
prizes for ranks up to second runner-up.prizes for ranks up to second runner-up.
The Online Convention was a great success, 
receiving enthusiastic participation from member 
colleges.
Congratulations to all the winners, and good luck to 
all for the XIX Annual NOSPlan Convention. We hope 
to see you there!

Rimjhim Agrawal
Editor-in-Chief

The XVIII NOSPlan Annual 
Convention – “City-Gram”, 
themed ‘Planning for the 
City and its Countryside’, 
which was to be hosted at 
Guru Nanak Dev University, 
Amritsar, in December 
2016,2016, had to be cancelled 
due to the abrupt 
demonetization fiasco that 
our country went through, 
directly affecting the 
sponsors of the event.

                 Editor’s Note
Greetings to all readers!

The NOSPlan Editorial Board proudly presents to you the first NewsPlan of the year 2017. 
This edition features a section on ‘Innovation’, which introduces you to technological 
and design innovations in the field of planning within our country and abroad.
FeaturingFeaturing articles about urban infrastructure projects in cities, students’ opinions on 
various affairs, campus news, and a fun crossword puzzle; we hope this newsletter is an 
intriguing read for all.
I would like to thank my graphic designers, Nitin and Aravind, and all my Associate 
Editors for their contribution to the success of this NewsPlan.
Your feedback and suggestions are valued, and may be sent to 
chiefeditor@nosplan.org.
Thank you for taking the time to read this newsletter.Thank you for taking the time to read this newsletter.
Happy reading, and have a great summer!
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SURAT: DREAM (DIAMOND RESEARCH AND 
MERCANTILE) CITY PROJECT

THE SUCCESS STORY OF KERALA’S FIRST 
METRO RAIL

GLIMPSE OF TRANSPORTATION IN NAGPUR CITY

Surat is a major diamond hub of India. Most of the diamonds are 
polished here but are not traded from Surat itself. For trading, it is 
sent to Mumbai at India’s sole diamond exchange which is Bharat 
Diamond Bourse. Therefore, Dream City is being planned in Surat 
which will include Surat Diamond Bourse (SDB) and will also serve 
residential purpose. So, after completion of this project, trading of 
both polished and rough diamonds will be carried out from Surat 
itself. itself. 
Project Details
This smart city project sits on 810 ha land in the southern part of Surat 
city. SDB will be the centre of this city and residential cum 
commercial zone will be developed in the surrounding area. Along 
with that, green areas will be developed in the township.
The project will be planned in 5 Phases; each phase will take 5 
years. In 1st phase, SDB will be constructed on land of 36 acres. 
SDB’s building will be one of the largest green office building in India 
(Platinum rating from IGBC). Landscaping of this is not restricted to 
ground floor, green lumps will be present within the building.

 
ConnectivityConnectivity – 2 routes of proposed Metro Line pass through roads 
adjacent to SDB. It is also directly connected to airport through a 
major arterial road.
Other Facilities include integrated water management system 
enabling 24 x 7 water supply, waste Management System, and 
green parks.

Pratik Menkar
SVNIT, SuratSVNIT, Surat

Nagpur, the second capital of the state of Maharashtra is also the 
third largest urban conglomeration in India with area of 217 sq km. 
Multi-modal International Hub Airport Nagpur (MIHAN) is a project 
which has given a big boost to economic development of the 
region by creating employment potential of at least 2 lakh jobs. 
WithWith growing economic activity, it is necessary to plan for the 
infrastructure development to support the growth of the city. One 
of the major impacts of economic development is the increased 
traffic on roads. Public transport system contributes 10% of total trips 
whereas 28% trips are by two wheelers (84% of total owned vehicles 
are two wheelers). There is a need for a safe, reliable, efficient, 
affordable, commuter friendly public transport system for NMR 
whichwhich is the efficient Metro Rail System. The vision of Nagpur Metro 
Rail Corporation Limited (NMRCL) is to create energy efficient 
Metro Rail System of international standards which will enhance the 
quality of life of citizens of Nagpur and be instrumental in the overall 
development of the city by making it more vibrant and utilize the 
full potential of “Green Energy” in the form of solar, wind, etc. 
Nagpur Metro Rail project will consist of 38.2 km metro corridor, 36 
stations and 2 depots. stations and 2 depots. 

The entire stretch will be divided into 2 alignments or corridor 
1. N-S corridor     2.   E-W corridor
ToTo provide first and last mile connectivity, feeder service such as 
shuttle buses, battery operated vehicles, pedestrian facilities & 
bicycle sharing schemes have been included in the project. There 
will be 19 feeder routes covering all stations and a total distance of 
160 km. Feeder service will enhance the accessibilities of the metro 
for all classes of commuters, to/fro homes and offices.
ThisThis will help reduce pollution, road accidents and travel time, as 
commuters will shift to metro. In addition, metro uses 1/5th of 
energy as compared to Road Transport.

Sahil Dandawate
College of Engineering, Pune

PPrime Minister Narendra Modi on 17-06-2017 flagged off the Kochi 
metro, Kerala’s first metro rail, and took an inaugural ride onboard 
the train with dignitaries, including the state’s chief minister 
Pinarayi Vijayan and “Metro Man” E. Sreedharan. Hailed as the 
country’s first integrated multi- model transport system, it is 
expected to improve regional connectivity and ease the traffic 
congestion in Kochi, the commercial hub of Kerala.

HereHere are the important aspects of Kochi metro rail that made it a 
success story:
• With 11 stations covering nearly 13 kms of distance from 
  Palarivattom to Aluva, this is India’s longest first phase of a     
  metro to be inaugurated.
• The Kochi metro is the first in India to use communication based 
    train control technology to maximize frequencies and        
  minimize errors.
• Each station will showcase a theme, such as maritime history, 
  western ghats as well as the local history of the city among     
  the passengers.
• Each station on the Kochi metro will have solar panel which will   
  focus on producing 35 per cent of the total power usage.
•• The Kochi Metro Rail Corporation has also employed 23        
  transgender people in the stations.
• The metro stations will deploy members of Kudumbashree, a     
  women empowerment- oriented, community- based         
  self-help group.
•• Kudumbashree will provide a vast array of services from        
  customer relations, crowd management, housekeeping and    
  catering services, which once operational will be the largest    
  crew of women to be employed by anymetro.
• Of the 39 locopilots employed, seven are women.
• The pillars of the metro line will be converted into vertical       
  gardens and will use recycled municipal waste.

Srinidhi HariharanSrinidhi Hariharan
Amity University, Gurgaon

The entire stretch will be divided into 2 alignments or corridor 
1. N-S corridor     2.   E-W corridor
ToTo provide first and last mile connectivity, feeder service such as 
shuttle buses, battery operated vehicles, pedestrian facilities & 
bicycle sharing schemes have been included in the project. There 
will be 19 feeder routes covering all stations and a total distance of 
160 km. Feeder service will enhance the accessibilities of the metro 
for all classes of commuters, to/fro homes and offices.
This

NewsPlan April-June 2017
2



THE SPIRIT OF VADODARA GLOBAL RESILIENCE ACADEMY SURAT
The identity of a place lies in the cluster of ideas about the 
place and it is seen in the fields of urban planning, urban 
design, landscape architecture, and environmental 
psychology. It is concerned with the meaning and 
importance the place has for its peoples, and how the 
identity contributes to individual’s conceptualizations of self. 
Place identity is also referred to as urban character and 
neighbourhood character. neighbourhood character. 
Vadodara city is known as the cultural city. Vadodara is 
known for its culture, education, peace, greenery, heritage, 
food, development, unity, harmony and good transport 
connectivity. The city has beautiful structures all around like 
the statue of Lord Shiva in the middle of Sursagar Lake which 
has become an identity of the walled city. In an effort to 
further enhance the identity of the city, Vadodara Municipal 
CorporationCorporation (VMC) has taken up an initiative to turn scrap 
metal into artistic beautiful sculptures. 

“THE SPIRIT OF VADODARA” is the initiative taken up by VMC 
in collaboration with Baroda’s leading artists. The idea is to 
appreciate the Art and Cultural Heritage of the Vadodara 
city by setting up a sculptures camp. The camp works 
towards creating artworks out of scrap metal, keeping art 
and cultural heritage of the Vadodara city in mind. These 
visually-appealing sculptures are going to be the new 
landmarks across the city. landmarks across the city. 
In making of these sculptures, around 50,000 kg of scrap has 
been utilised which included road rollers, unused water 
tanks, 15 to 20 feet pipes and other discarded materials in 
the form of metal and stone and has been transformed into 
remarkable works of art. The initiative also encompasses the 
Swacch Bharat Mission promoted by Honourable Prime 
Minister. 
TheThe Spirit of Vadodara camp is fully sponsored by various art 
promoters.  Similar camps will be organized every 3-6 months 
engaging more sculptors to create a SCULPTURE BANK of 
about 150 sculptures in the next 2-3 years. It’s such a 
wonderful way to recycle waste and create something 
amazing for the city. It is truly an initiative that is beautiful and 
can be easily replicated in other cities of the nation.
  
Janki Shah 
MSU, Baroda

Climate Change is the news of the hour as they say, with the 
studies and awareness growing around the subject, ways to 
mitigate and adapt these indefinite future predictions are 
also increasing day by day. One of the ways is making the 
existing cities resilient so that they can Trans back into their 
normal condition in the time of an emergency or a disaster; 
a hazard. 
100100 resilient cities is one such concept flourished around the 
world by The Rockefeller Foundation, where resilience is 
defined as “the capacity of individuals, communities, 
businesses and systems within the city to survive, adapt and 
thrive no matter what kinds of challenges they experience”. 
These challenges include not just acute shocks but also the 
stresses that weaken the fabric of the city. 
GGlobal Resilience Academy is a phase of the strategy 
process to make the city resilient, where City Leaders and 
officials meet with the various Intellectuals in the subject of 
Planning, and other topics to bring some plausible 
initiatives/projects out of the Goals/Pillars that are set by the 
City Strategy. 
Surat,Surat, with almost 5 million Population known for its Diamond 
traders and active night life, is the first city in India to prepare 
a strategy document 
(http://www.100resilientcities.org/strategies/ city/surat) 
setting 7 Pillars; 20 Goals and 63 Initiatives. Out of which 4 
such Initiatives (High Mobility Corridor, Last Mile Connectivity, 
Clean Tapi, Vision Tapi3) were chosen for the Academy 
workshopworkshop where almost 30-40 experts in field of Urban 
Transport, Water Management, River Conservation etc. 

G.Sujith Sourab
SPA Bhopal

Surat Municipal 
Commissioner addressing the 
workshop participants 

Academy Participants

City Officials explain about 
the current situation of the 
Tapi River (Group Discussion)

GLOBAL RESILIENCE ACADEMY SURAT
Climate Change is the news of the hour as they say, with the 
studies and awareness growing around the subject, ways to 
mitigate and adapt these indefinite future predictions are 
also increasing day by day. One of the ways is making the 
existing cities resilient so that they can Trans back into their 
normal condition in the time of an emergency or a disaster; 
a hazard. 
100
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MAKING OF BHOPAL – SMART CITY

Attention to Detail? Eco-Development of Cities

In the approach to the Smart Cities Mission, the objective is to 
promote cities that provide core infrastructure and give a decent 
quality of life to its citizens, a clean environment and application 
of ‘Smart’ Solutions. The idea is to look at compact areas. 
BhopalBhopal has been shortlisted as an aspirant in the smart cities 
challenge by Ministry of Urban Development. Smart city plan 
would be based around redevelopment of 300-acre in Shivaji 
Nagar.
AccordingAccording to my opinion, the area which is selected for making 
the smart city is really thought provoking as the area like Shivaji 
Nagar is already self-sufficient and sustained with proper 
connections of water, electricity and sewage lines. It is such a 
well-planned area, that all government head offices are situated 
over the hill and over the foothills (i.e. Shivaji Nagar) government 
employees’ houses exist. 

“Why is your bag filled with so much trash? Why do you have ink 
spread on your palms from time to time?” My answers to these 
questions are just laughed at. Sometimes I wait to discard the trash 
until I see a dustbin and the ink is spread on my palm due to writing 
with a fountain pen; better handwriting and less plastic waste from 
the discarded ball points, a win-win, ain’t it? 
WhileWhile having candy, we seldom give attention to where the 
wrappers go. While taking the bus to a specific destination, we 
don’t bother how the paper tickets slip away from our hands after 
the journey. We have all been responsible for knowingly or 
unknowingly contributing to the littering of our environment. 
OnOn our first day of M. Planning, inspired by the introductory speech 
delivered by the most respected Chief Town Planner, Smt. T.M. 
Sudha regarding solid waste management techniques in the city 
and how as citizens we should learn to manage waste starting 
from home including with methods to deal with our own plastic 
waste with due attention to detail drove a nail into all our hearts 
and thus began our batch initiative towards ‘sensitized waste 
disposal and use’. disposal and use’. 
Newer methods and fun ways to deal with waste including class 
lunches on plantain leaves and submissions via mail and 
two-sided printouts has lifted the spirits of each of us to try and find 
out more innovative ways to go ahead with an informed 
approach towards waste generation and disposal. 
Jane Jacobs’s famous concept of ‘eyes on the street’ has 
conveniently shifted to “eyes on the screen” in this era and has 
blinded all to what is happening around. Well maybe it isn’t Le 
Corbusier’s Utopian models 
oror maybe it isn’t Doxiadis’s theory of uncontrollable growth that 
could lead to the necropolis of the cities. Maybe it’s us, our 
methods that could inch by inch lead to the slow torturous death 
of our cities. 
Now as our world is gearing up for the better with environmental 
agreements, let us become those little drops of water to make a 
mighty ocean (oh and we do need those oceans)!

Reshma Sara PhilipReshma Sara Philip
CET, Thiruvananthapuram

Cities are both engines for growth and sources of concentrated 
environmental problems. With urbanization and economic 
growth, opportunities are more in the cities than in rural areas, thus 
encouraging migration from rural areas to urban areas. 
Urbanization is increasing in many of the developing nations today 
and about 50 percent of the world’s population lives in urban 
areas and about 90 percent of global urban growth now takes 
placeplace in developing countries. This unprecedented urban 
expansion also means that cities, nations and the international 
development community face many challenges and 
opportunities. 
Eco-city planning is putting the emphasis on the environmental 
aspects of planning while sustainable planning treats equally the 
economic, social and environmental aspects. The term 
‘eco-cities’ is synonymous with urban areas that, at scale, 
promote environmental preservation. Eco-city planning and 
management are based on the principle of a cyclical urban 
metabolism, minimizing the use of land, energy and materials, and 
impairmentimpairment of the natural environment, ultimately leading to zero 
carbon settlements.
In India discussions on Eco cities started in 2000 and starting 2001 
six medium and small Eco-cities were planned by the Ministry of 
Environment and Forest (MoEF) in association with Central 
Pollution Control Board (CPCB). The focus of the project is pollution 
control, improvement of environmental quality, protection of 
environmental resources like rivers and lakes, improving sanitary 
conditions, improving the needed infrastructure and creating 
aestheticaesthetic environs in the chosen towns. The cities included 
Tirupathi, Vrindavan, Kottayam, Ujjain, Puri and Thanjavur. The 
Delhi Mumbai Industrial Corridor Development Corporation 
(DMICDC) has also aimed to develop smart Eco-cities along the 
Delhi Mumbai Corridor with investment from companies in Japan.

Aishwarya Janrode 
MANIT, Bhopal
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Instead, the following areas should be taken for the making as 
smart city:
DevelopmentDevelopment over Kolar road, Hoshangabad road, Raisen road 
and Indore road is unplanned with lack of basic civic amenities. 
Also, there is availability of extra land in BHEL township which 
should be taken into consideration. Hence, the government 
should consider developing these areas under the smart city 
proposal.
SinceSince all these areas are located at the outskirts of the city, the 
stress and population over the centre of the Bhopal city could be 
reduced because of this proposal. This also affect the traffic and 
sewage problems that are being faced by many localities of 
Bhopal central town as most of the requirements of the citizens will 
be satisfied by the outskirts or satellite tows (i.e . Kolar road, 
Mandideep, Raisen road and Bairagarh area.)                                                                                                                                                                                           

Suryawardhan ThakurSuryawardhan Thakur
MANIT Bhopal

Instead, the following areas should be taken for the making as 
smart city:
DevelopmentDevelopment over Kolar road, Hoshangabad road, Raisen road 
and Indore road is unplanned with lack of basic civic amenities. 
Also, there is availability of extra land in BHEL township which 
should be taken into consideration. Hence, the government 
should consider developing these areas under the smart city 
proposal.
Since



NewsPlan April-June 2017
5

Outlo ok
Mall Culture for Good? 

 

It Is All About the Approach They Go For

Green Urbanism - A Way to Smart Cities

The land of India essentially 
one created as a cradle in the 
lap of mother 
nature...mountains, streams, 
villages, settlements and 
amidst all that the image of the 
hustling bustling market place; 
oneone where there is the 
confluence of traders with 

prospective buyers, haggling of costs, displaying their wares...the 
essential smells of what really is India wafting through the air. 
This scenario has fast been replaced by one where air conditioned 
superstructures are dotted with people dressed immaculately, a 
general heavy silence in the air and the only noises are the pushing 
around of the shopping baskets or rather trolleys (which would 
further ease strain) is seen. 
TheThe 'generic city' as mentioned by Ar. Rem Koolhas talks about the 
same - a loss of region specific identity; one where the whole world 
irrespective of its geographic location, terrain, climate, culture, 
nature and needs of the people begin to be placed as part of a 
prefabricated modular design. Is this what a country like India which 
boasts of variety and culture seen in all hues embrace is a question 
which is left hanging in mid-air... 
Kerala,Kerala, and especially Kochi has reared into a retail agglomeration 
with around 7-8 mega malls and numerous commercial stretches for 
the population of 6.3 lakhs, as per the 2011 Census. A step which 
skyrocketed the traffic snarls in the city and shut down the local 
markets. 
BeingBeing a part of what combines to create a socialized institution-the 
society, isn't it time we drifted back to our memories of haat or 
bazaar or chanda where every man who produced, who toiled in 
the soil of our great mother, the ones who were truly close to earth 
stood a chance at being rewarded and given an important stature 
in the present social order. 
BreakingBreaking the whole thing down, why do we opt to go to a giant 
shopping mall? A Tata, a Birla, a whooping Reliance mega 
structure? The sense of ease...the concept of a 'one-stop-solution’? 
As planners let us strive towards breaking down the massive 
commercial dent in the fabric of the city and promote the regional, 
the local markets and food self-sufficiency aimed to empower its 
people.

Shreya MenonShreya Menon
CET, Thiruvananthapuram

A city is born.
Matures,
And dies.
Cities have exceeded their carrying capacity and there is no place 
for the land to breathe. Before it matures, it is on the verge of death.
   The reason being unbridled urbanization, which has created a 
world in the midst of a growing, consuming population and 
environmental degradation, which produces many environmental 
challenges such as global climate change, excessive fossil fuel 
dependency and growing demand for energy, all likely to be major 
challenges of the 21st century and one of the greatest problems 
facing humanity. Cities must become sustainable and liveable for all 
beings. This can be achieved by the concept of Green Urbanism.beings. This can be achieved by the concept of Green Urbanism.
According to the definition given by Steffen Lehmann, “Green 
Urbanism makes every effort to minimize the use of energy, water 
and materials at each stage of the city’s or district’s life-cycle, 
including the embodied energy in the extraction and transportation 
of materials, their fabrication, their assembly into the buildings and, 
ultimately, the ease and value of their recycling when an individual 
building’s life is over.”

In simple words, it can be said to be creating communities that 
share mutual benefits to both humans and the environment. It 
requires a collaboration of urban planners, architects, engineers, 
ecologists, transport planners, urban designers and citizens.
GreenGreen Urbanism principles when incorporated within Smart City 
projects will integrate a city that captures urban as well as 
environmental sustainability. It encompasses all the key aspects 
needed, encouraging best practice models, such as climate 
change; renewable energy for zero CO2 emissions; zero-waste city; 
water, landscape and urban biodiversity; using sustainable 
transport and good public space; extracting local and sustainable 
materials;materials; densification and retrofitting of existing areas; green 
buildings using passive design principles; liveable and healthy 
communities and mixed-use programs; local food supply; 
identifying and protecting cultural heritages; urban governance; 
education, research and knowledge.
Green Urbanism should become the norm for urban development 
and it cannot be realized by developing technology alone. 
Technology cannot ensure the attainment of vitality and 
sustainability but it can help us to achieve cities that are holistic by 
using multi-dimensional approaches and adaptation of strategies 
unique to a place.

Shruti Jain
MANIT, BhopalMANIT, Bhopal

BBangalore is lesser known as the capital city of Karnataka State, 
and addressed more as a dynamic metropolitan city in terms of 
growth. Now, here growth is not restricted to only population, which 
is usually used to address the growth of the city, which is a fact of 
course. But considering Bangalore, there are many other factors 
that contribute to this growth, largely economy, spatial growth in 
terms of jurisdiction, growing number of vehicles and most 
importantly the availability of land.importantly the availability of land.
Like in any other city, the concentrated development in the core 
leads to development in the periphery, once it starts coming close 
to saturation. And like any other city, with a special mention to the 
metropolitan ones, Bangalore is also bound to worry about its 
haphazard or organic development of the peripheral area and 
thus has also put on efforts to regulate it. The usual approach taken 
by most of the cities in such cases is the zoning one with 
comprehensivecomprehensive plan preparation which is mostly centralized, that is 
development handled by or is under only one or two authorities at 
most. Bangalore, on the contrary has gone for the not so usual 
approach of preparing a structural plan. The strategy adopted 
talks about creating local area plans within the region for ease of 
regulation and control. But Bangalore has further modified it and 
gone for a yet different approach of: Firstly, further division of the 
locallocal area plans into area planning zones (APZs) and interstitial 
zones (IZs); secondly, decentralization of the planning authority at 
each level with due consideration to the constitutional 
amendments at both rural and urban level. The idea of defining the 
APZs was the development along the corridors of BMR. But 
something worth appreciating is the demarcation of IZs which 
would act as conservation areas between these corridors as the 
authoritiesauthorities are well aware of the environmental degradation 
Bangalore would face in future with this speed of urbanization.
The only sector where this plan fails is the regulation of traffic and 
control over the growing number of vehicles on the road. This has 
contributed to the major problem of commutation in Bangalore 
which needs some dire efforts and initiatives that are innovative, as 
normal solutions are mostly bound to fail with reference to the 
present traffic scenario. Otherwise Bangalore definitely makes a 
place in the list of the most liveable cities of India as everything, 
whetherwhether one talks about the climate, greenery or infrastructure, 
Bangalore has it all and this definitely is the upshot of the approach 
the authorities went for.

Richa Patidar 
MANIT, Bhopal
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In simple words, it is a process 
to redistribute or cut the 
traffic/travel demand of the 
peak hours into off-peak hour 
timings. Staggered office time 
could be done in many ways 
according to the requirement 
of the industry. of the industry. 

Outlo ok
Staggered Office Timings: An Approach to 
Reduce Peak Hour Traffic Congestion

Demonetisation and Its Impact on Real 
Estate: Case Study of Vadodara

India, one of the fastest developing countries, also has the 2nd 
fastest growth in vehicles. To be very specific, the growth rate of 
vehicles in India is up by 8.9% from 2009 as per Sousanis, 2011.  Many 
Indian cities face traffic congestion over street which have ill effects 
on economy of India, Health of citizens and mental tensions of 
individuals. In Indian context, traffic congestion problems mostly 
occur during peak hour traffic timings which is usually morning rush 
hourhour and evening rush hour. Hence, in these 2 slots, the flow of traffic 
is being governed by the work hour time or shifts of which the 
employees are providing service to the industries. Rest all the time, 
the roads are quite easily accessed, rather the volume of traffic is 
quite low as compared to the road capacity. This type of uneven 
distribution can be used a tool to kill the ills of traffic congestion. 
Staggering office time is a way to control traffic demand pattern 
rather than increasing the road capacity to decrease traffic 
congestion. Congestion occurs when the traffic volume over a road 
exceed the road capacity to handle the traffic. Hence the 
approach of this practice is to shift the commuter traffic to off-peak 
hours.  

TheseThese shifting could be in different slots viz. morning shifts, evening 
shifts and night shifts. Eg:- morning shift could start from 0730-0930 
and could end at 1630-1830 covering the average working hour to 
be 8. In the similar way, Evening shift could be from 1130-1330 and 
would then end around at 1930-2130. Night shift could be for 
non-essential or non-service basis, and the timings could be from 
2200-0600.  
ThisThis would reduce the accumulation of traffic with respect to time 
and redistribute the traffic flow pattern and hence evade the traffic 
congestion problems. Staggered office time not only beneficial for 
the traffic of the city but it also helps in the best utilisation of parking 
system provided.

Suryawardhan Thakur 
MANIT Bhopal

Urban Land-use and Planning is a complex mixture of diverse 
aspects surrounding individuals and society. These include issues 
related to land and infrastructure, environment, socio-cultural 
aspect etc. Real Estate is one of the crucial parts of routine 
infrastructure of city. Planning and real estate development are 
internally linked for strategic and spatial development of a city.
RealReal estate market is associated with the ownership, usage, sale, 
purchase, mortgages, financing and valuation of immovable 
property. In broader sense, it refers to multi-faceted activity, which 
involves the participation of land owners, promoters, financers, 
city planners, urban designers, architects, engineers, legal 
experts, tax consultants and brokers.
TheThe Government of India embarked upon a measure of 
demonetisation on November 8, 2016, with a view to address 
various issues being faced by the nation. This measure affected 
every sector of the economy. Understandably, due to inherent 
intricacies, demonetisation has had significant and immediate 
impact on real estate sector. 
TheThe research focused on the impact of demonetisation in the 
context of real estate sector in Vadodara City of Gujarat using 
primary survey, discussions with stake holders and secondary 
data.
TheThe study revealed substantial decline in demand of new 
properties and an adverse impact on employment mainly due to 
shortage of liquid funds as the measure curbed illegal cash 
involved. The flooding of cash in the banks is expected to 
streamline the real estate market with more government initiatives 
and reduction in interest rates. The study highlighted tremendous 
fall in number of sales in real-estate after the decision of 
demonetisation.demonetisation.
It has been observed that real estate market status was already 
over supplied before demonetisation. So, there was a short term 
negative impact found on real estate after demonetisation. 
According to the developers, a perceptible decrease in the 
inquiry for sales was observed. Rate of interest of home loan also 
decreased considerably after demonetisation which increased 
demand of home loans directly or indirectly to buy real estate. 
TheThe interest rate of loans on residential premises has decreased to 
8.5% but the reduction in project loan has impacted the real 
estate.

 
Jay L. Kalsariya
MSU, Vadodara
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Legibility: Place, As Understood by Its People. 

Danger in Brahmaputra Valley 

Importance of Ravines and Land 
Degradation: Combating with Desertification 
Of River Vishwamitri In Vadodara, Gujarat
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At every instant, there is more than eye can see, more than the ear 
can hear, a setting or a view waiting to be explored. The ability to 
remember a place with the help of a person’s memories of that 
place is “Legibility”. It is a vital aspect, which must be taken care of 
while planning a city. It is a primitive, yet an innovative way of 
planning. 
KevinKevin Lynch, an American urban planner and author, has defined 
Legibility in the most refined manner in his book, The Image of The 
City (1960). According to Lynch, 
“A legible city or place would be one whose districts or landmarks or 
pathways are easily identifiable and are easily grouped into an 
over-all pattern.” 
LegibilityLegibility is not confined to visual characteristics of a place. There 
are other characteristics which make places remarkable. The smell 
from a sweet store can be felt from a few meters away, the ringing 
of temple bell remarks its presence in the place, crowd at a road 
junctions and entrances are remarkable too. 
ItIt is true that we come to know a place only after some time. It is our 
experience which increases our familiarity with the place. We can 
decrease this time, required to know a place, by installing many 
way-finding devices like maps, number, signage, signals etc. A 
person feels safer in an identifiable surrounding, a place where 
he/she can be free from the fear of getting lost or disoriented. 
ThisThis may not seem to be a critical issue at present, yet it indicates 
that “What we seek is not a final but open-ended order, capable of 
continuous further development.” 
-The Image of The City by Kevin Lynch.

Druti Gangwar (Associate editor) 
SPA Bhopal

TThe Vishwamitri River originates from the western and southern 
slopes of Pavagadh hills. It flows westward through the city of 
Vadodara, further downstream it is linked with two other tributaries 
Dhadhar and Jambuva and finally culminates in the Gulf of 
Khambat. The highly tortuous flowing river has a unique ecosystem 
bearing an excess of beautiful ravines right from its beginning till its 
end. Over the years of its course within the city of Vadodara, the 
riverriver has been subject to severe abuse as a consequence of rapid 
urbanization and neglect towards water systems within the city and 
its outskirts. It has also suffered constant ecological damage by loss 
of tree cover and way of sewage, contaminated storm water 
outfalls, industrial effluents drained in the river. 
The land degradation in the catchment of river Vishwamitri, which is 
largely passing through Panchmahal District and Vadodara District, 
includes rural and urban land utilization in different ways. More than 
50 per cent of the area is reported to be covered with urban area of 
Vadodara city. The depletion of vegetation cover on different parts 
of river edge and encroachment by slums and construction sites by 
reclaiming soil without proper protection measures is the reason for 
severesevere soil erosion and land degradation. In view of the existing land 
degradation situation, the catchment requires immediate treatment 
on priority basis for the sustenance through buffer space allocation 
for river bed. Inappropriate land use and land management is often 
viewed as main cause of erosion, which is a major environmental 
problem. Therefore, prediction of soil erosion rates is important for 
prevention of its impact on the environment. 

Natural and built elements of 
ecological networks

Bhimnath Talav at Jetalpur Bridge 

Sanjay Nagar near Mangalpande      

The Bhimnath Talav, located at Jetalpur Bridge along the ravine of 
the Vishwamitri river, Sanjay Nagar at Mangalpande Bridge 
situated along the ravine and Bhukhi Nalla passing through M.S. 
University campus are the worst affected spots. Reclamation of 
catchment, building of retaining wall and opening new 
construction project which disrupt the healthy ravines of a river 
are the core issues that need to be addressed.

Pallavi M. MandalePallavi M. Mandale
MSU, Baroda

TThe Brahmaputra, also called Tsangpo-Brahmaputra is a 
trans-boundary river and one of the major rivers of Asia. While 
most rivers on the Indian subcontinent have female names, 
Brahmaputra has a rare male name, and it means "son of Brahma" 
(in Sanskrit, ‘putra’ means "son"). Brahmaputra Valley has always 
been the point of confluence for people and cultures in 
north-eastern part of Indian subcontinent. 
TheThe floods and erosions in Brahmaputra valley is due to a host of 
interrelated natural (like heavy monsoonal rains) and 
anthropogenic factors (like practice of shifting cultivation). The 
floods of Brahmaputra made a quantum leap, especially after the 
great 1950 earthquake (Hofer, 2006). The Brahmaputra due to 
various geographic factors, is susceptible to flood and erosion. 
The dependence of river for sustaining life makes a vulnerable 
patternpattern of settlement along Brahmaputra coast, which forces the 
population to migrate. In earlier decades, due to radical and 
backward mentalities, the tribes could afford to regulate regular 
migration. Modernization has invoked the sense of stability, which 
forces tribes to opt for a stable land like the plains for residing. 
According to the study by IIT-Roorkee, the erosion prone length of 
the river is 10% higher along the South Bank of Brahmaputra 
comparedcompared to the same along North Bank. Areas facing erosion is 
123% higher in South bank during the last decade (1998-2008) of 
the study period. This is reflected in the population distribution too. 

“Sahasrobarishar, unmadonar, avigyotare, 
pangumanoboksawalsongramiaruagrogamikorinutulakiyo” 

Song: Bistirnoparore By: Dr. Bhupen Hazarika 
It means, “With your maddening experience of thousand 
monsoons, why don’t you arouse the disabled human beings for 
struggle and progress”. 
To control the floating migration and upliftment of North Eastern 
states, the unwinding resources of Brahmaputra should be used.

Gaurab Das Mahapatra, Alumnus
SPA Bhopal
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Making People’s Towns: Controlling the 

Change 
Streets as Places for People

Third World Urbanization

By their very nature, our towns and cities are always in a state of flux. 
They are dynamic, rather than static. Constructs and process of design 
and management must recognize this. 
WeWe must appreciate, however, that, for most of the people, a change 
involving the loss of familiar surroundings is very painful –particularly so 
when it occurs in a large or comprehensive scale. So, urban change is 
inevitably a painful process and those involved in it need to recognize 
this and do everything practicable to minimize or mitigate its harmful 
impacts. The change will be even worse if it is unexpected. 
Historically,Historically, urban areas have grown and changed slowly and 
organically. To the extent that modern-day development can be 
achieved incrementally- healing or mending the edges and selected 
small spaces as it goes- the more acceptable it is likely to be found, 
rather than brute force planning and implementation. 
WeWe should seek ways to ameliorate the pain of change by the 
promotion of incremental development. Blood transfusions, rather than 
organ transplants are required. We need, then, to encourage the 
development of smaller sites, set limits on the extent of site assembly 
and break up the larger sites into more manageable components. 
OneOne relevant example we should remember here united kingdom’s 
greatest urban regeneration. It has ended up as a combination of 
market led opportunism, architectural chaos, and mediocrity. Other 
places must learn from such mistakes. It will be better for no 
development to happen, than to permit the wrong development. 
OneOne of the problems of change is that difficult central sites are left and 
peripheral sites are redeveloped. This results in the phenomenon of the 
hollow centre or doughnut, in which the central area gradually dies. It 
is important not to try to escape the problems of a city or town- 
particularly the central and inner areas. Problems need to be solved 
within the existing boundaries, not just moved somewhere else.

Mahesh Dutt
SPA BhopalSPA Bhopal

DDemographic factors do not address the deeper reasons behind the 
massive urbanization that is causing the cities in the third world to swell. 
Certainly, one could argue that it is now the turn for less developed 
countries to urbanize, as such they are merely following the path set 
sown by Britain more than 150 years ago. However, British urbanization 
took place over a much longer period. Indeed, it could be said that the 
speed of urbanization among the less developed countries is 
unprecedented,unprecedented, and that the sizes their cities are now reaching 
exceed anything the whole world has yet seen, particularly in the light 
of that fact that they often lack necessary jobs, shelter, and 
infrastructure to accommodate existing residents, not to mention 
arrivals.
The Modernization perspective derives from neo-classical economics, 
and it dominated the way we viewed third world cities from many 
decades following WW-II. The less developed countries are, in fact, 
“developing”; i.e. they are in a process of transition from preindustrial to 
industrial society. This transition influences all aspects of society. 
Population growth can be attributed to a demographic transition from 
high rates to low rates mortality and fertility. Developing societies are 
alsoalso in the midst of capitalist transformation in which production and 
markets, including many labour markets, are opening up. This in sharp 
contrast to the more restrictive labour condition that marked many 
colonial societies. The modernization perspective also assumes that 
cultural changes might replace indigenous values with western values, 
including rationalism, science, and a strong work ethic. Enfolded within 
this set of transitions is an economic shift from an agrarian economy, 
basedbased on subsistence and primary sector activities, to an industrial 
economy based on manufacturing.

Aakriti 
SPA, Delhi

“If you plan for cars and traffic, you get cars and traffic; if you plan 
for people and Public places, you get people and Public places”
“Streets and their Sidewalks, the main public spaces of a city are 
its most vital organs” – Jane Jacobs

                   

We’reWe’re living in an era where town to markets and public 
gatherings, they’re where we celebrate and come together with 
our neighbours and one of the few places where we routinely 
encounter people who are different from ourselves. Streets 
themselves are critical public spaces that can lend richness to the 
social, civic, and economic fabric of our communities. Streets 
have been the places where we all first learned about the world, 
wherewhere neighbours met, the social centres of towns and cities. 
Streets showcase the lives of our communities, being exposed to 
the good and bad of the world on our streets can make us more 
compassionate. But many of the streets in our communities – 
especially those in our Main Streets, and residential areas – can be 
so much more than just a conduit for traffic. Streets as Places is 
about helping people begin to see streets in their entirety: not 
theirtheir function in transporting people and goods, but the vital role 
they play in animating the social and economic life of 
communities. 
It’s about communities owning and reclaiming their streets, 
participating in civic life, and having a direct impact on how their 
public spaces look, function, and feel. The importance of layering 
multiple activities and uses together – opportunities to sit and 
relax, to eat, to socialize, to recreate, to shop, and so on – to 
create dynamic streets that attract many people and encourage 
them to spend time there. We need for transportation, but they 
cancan be so much more. They are so much more. It’s up to us to 
design streets that work for every person, every activity, every 
occasion.

Yash Singh Chandel
Amity University, Gurgaon
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Parking protected bike lanes. Mixed uses that encourage 
activity at different times

Parking protected bike lane safe predestrian crossings
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Let’s Build a City

The Unintended Landfill

Geo-Spatial Information Regulation Bill

9

Let’s build a city,
A city that is perfect in every aspect
Let’s give it a power to overcome all that’s bad,
And propensity to visualise every prospect.’

To build doesn’t contemplate
Bringing in the elements of spectacular edifice;
But the creation of an abstract entityBut the creation of an abstract entity
That ought to veer the outlook worth the sacrifice.

City of dreams, may be called
But in reality, it will exist
For everything will be beyond imagination,
Still will not be subjected to much of exaggeration.

The pure divergence will come
Among the necessity, the comfort and the luxuary.Among the necessity, the comfort and the luxuary.
The human life will rejoice its existence
Which will be devoid of any despair and misery.

My perceptions may sound perhaps eerie
But when the greed will not subjugate any need,
I will be successful,
Intentions explicit and reality will itself concede.

Let’s build a city,Let’s build a city,
With archaic ideals and futuristic approach.
Let’s experiment with numerous inevitable catastrophes,
Towards a grand success and ultimate triumph!

Aakriti 
SPA, Delhi

The horizon lies asleep in a grey blanket
In a sea of myriad figures,In a sea of myriad figures,
And an unimaginable silhouette.
The engineering of black feathers,
Sets ablaze hazy azure weathers.
The Art Decorates Towers,
Like giants with arms outstretched,
Look down commanding superiority
Over the volatile beauty of the wretched.Over the volatile beauty of the wretched.
Who branded this Pandora’s Box to be garbage?
Stop turning your faces away
Like this is some butchery,
Or an abhorrible carnage.
The dogs have repeatedly protested against the injustice
The heavy wind suppresses their voices and entices
A seduction of inarticulate silence.A seduction of inarticulate silence.
Brothers who embrace us,
Have known nothing of such malice.
Only the birds are left unenchanted;
Because they fly too high to be pervaded.
I hear children’s voices
And mothers’ too,
And taste the flies and insects,And taste the flies and insects,
And all the devils they shoo;
Because they understand not the complexities of a civilization,
They have never rendered their thoughts,
Never undergone no filtration.
The unconquerable spirit of this world,
Has made them savage,
Their claws curled.Their claws curled.

In the heat, in the light,
In the plight
Which brings the cold night.
The sunlight here is too dense to penetrate,
Therefore, it unabashedly spills over,
No opening,
Just a gateless emptiness on which to concentrate,Just a gateless emptiness on which to concentrate,
Lives and lives here,
Forever proliferate.
With none to remember their faces,
And no mortal soul to commemorate.
Dust settles upon the fingertips which talk.
This place is deemed unfit,
Unsuitable for a walk.Unsuitable for a walk.
Yet birds, animals and humans alike,
Have stated their preference of what they like.
This land is perpetually theirs to kill.
Passion resides here,
In this unintended landfill.

Arpita Banerjee
SPA, DelhiSPA, Delhi

The Geo-Spatial Information Regulation Bill (GIRB), was made in order 
to ‘regulate the acquisition, dissemination, publication and 
distribution of geospatial information of India’.
ItIt was after the Pathankot attack that the NIA (National Investigation 
Agency) specifically pointed a finger at the role that digital 
geospatial information played in helping plan the attack on the 
Pathankot airbase, and the result, was the extremely controversial 
draft GIRB.
AnyAny person who wants to acquire, disseminate, publish or distribute 
any geospatial information of India, may make an application along 
with requisite fees to the Security Vetting Authority, otherwise the 
penalty will be: Illegal acquisition – Fine from Rs.1 crore to RS.100 crore 
and/or imprisonment up to 7 years, Illegal dissemination, publication 
or distribution – Fine of Rs.10 lacs to Rs. 100 crore and/or imprisonment 
up to 7 years.
TheThe bill will not only affect companies like Google (Google Maps), but 
also bring into its ambit other companies using maps for professional 
purposes like taxi-hailing services Ola, Uber; travel companies; 
WhatsApp (allows users to share location with friends). It also includes 
anyone with a GPS-enabled smartphone as well as users of 
smartphones and laptops with in-built GPS.
StudentsStudents undertaking various courses in, and related to human 
settlements or urban /rural planning will find it difficult and almost 
impossible to obtain the data and carry-out their studies and 
research.
UrbanUrban planning colleges which solely uses map for almost all analysis 
in their panning studios will not be able to use maps, which will put 
students of this emerging course at disadvantage. Maps, which form 
the core of urban planning, will no longer be used because of the 
number of restrictions proposed in the draft bill. Further obtaining 
information from concerned agencies like T&CP, ULBs will also be 
limited due to newly imposed regulations. This problem will become 
eveneven more evident while doing thesis as the data collection becomes 
the responsibility of student with very minimal help from the institution.
Current status: While the manner in which the draft GIRB was drafted, 
the threat of it becoming a legislation any time soon appears to have 
largely disappeared. With the launch of “Nakshe” portal, it can be 
interpreted that the Geo Spatial Information Bill will not be 
implemented anytime soon! 

Sakshi Khare
MANIT Bhopal
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NavIC - INDIA’s OWN GPS Innovative City-Building – Barcelona’s 
Superilles

The Indian regional navigation satellite system (IRNSS) is currently 
being tested for its accuracy and will be available to public in the 
coming year.
ItIt requires seven satellites in space to complete IRNSS. 3 satellites in 
Geostationary orbit (GEO) and 4 satellites in Geosynchronous orbit 
(GSO). On April 28, 2016, ISRO successfully launched IRNSS-1G, 
which is 7th in series. After the launch of IRNSS-1G, PM Narendra 
Modi named this system as “NavIC” (Navigation with Indian 
Constellation), whose Hindi meaning is “sailor”. American GPS has 
24 satellites and has wider reach but India’s NavIC is specially 
designeddesigned for India and hence it covers India more accurately 
than American GPS.

 
Apart from USA, only 3 other countries have their own navigation 
system - Russia (GLONASS), Europe (Galileo) and China (Beidou 
Navigation Satellite system).

NavIC Range –
It will cover entire India and the region extending to 1,500 
kilometres around India. In the west, it will reach till eastern part of 
Arabian Peninsula and in the east, it will reach some parts of 
China. In South, it will work till Malaysia.

Position Accuracy - 
NavICNavIC aims to provide standard service to all users with the 
position accuracy of 5 meters. The American GPS on the other 
hand allows only 20-30 meters of positional accuracy. 

Error Dettermination - 
GPSGPS has only 1 band (L band). So, when low frequency bands 
travel through atmosphere, it gets disturbed. GPS takes the help of 
atmospheric model to determine this error. But, NavIC has 2 bands 
(S and L). Hence, the difference in delay of this dual frequency 
can be measured and actual delay can be assessed easily. 
Therefore, NavIC is independent of any model to find error in 
frequency.

Applications -Applications -
This system will help in terrestrial, marine as well as aerial 
navigation. Along with this, it will also help in mapping, geodetic 
data collection, disaster management and fleet management. Its 
restricted service will be used by military for navigation, tracking of 
aircraft and missile delivery.

Pratik Menkar
SVNIT, SuratSVNIT, Surat

Accommodating an enormous population, while providing 
adequate facilities, maintaining the quality of life and ensuring an 
equitable distribution of resources to all, are some of the most 
laborious tasks faced by settlements worldwide. With growing 
concerns of environment and energy conservation, conventional 
techniques are no longer an option. It is imperative that we move 
forward toward cleaner and more sustainable living, to secure a 
habitable future for the generations to come.habitable future for the generations to come.
Barcelona has taken a step towards innovative design with the 
concept of ‘superilles’ or super blocks – a way of re-conquering 
spaces and giving them back to the people, as has been 
proposed by Jane Jacobs.
Barcelona, being a dense city, has been plagued with issues of 
piling traffic and choking pollution; leading to health problems 
among residents, with minimal green spaces to compensate. 
Increasing road accidents and more than 60% of inhabitants living 
in excessive noise pushed the city towards a new mobility plan, 
with an intent to reduce traffic by 21% in the next two years.
TheThe ‘superblocks’ are designed as an aggregate of 9 blocks of the 
existing grid, making mini neighbourhoods, with traffic flow for 
scooters, lorries and buses restricted to the periphery. Each block 
consists of citizen spaces, including leisure and green spaces, 
permitting restricted movement of traffic with a reduced speed of 
10km/h. 
TheThe plan also comprises of a citywide cycling network as well as 
comprehensive and equitable bus connectivity, reducing 60% of 
street space to public space, stimulating non-motorized transport, 
thereby improving urban ecology and local life.
ThisThis concept will be initiated in Example, which was planned in a 
grid system with interspersed green spaces and facilities in each 
block, to improve the health and life of the city. However, with 
time and rapid increase in the demand for infrastructure, the city 
lost those characteristics and became a dense, congested 
concrete jungle.
TheThe idea of superblocks aims to make the city a place of culture, 
expression, exchange, and leisure – bringing back life to the 
streets and neighbourhoods, adding green to the urban scene 
and endorsing interpersonal interaction in this mechanical age.
Barcelona’sBarcelona’s example is only a stepping stone in a world of 
sustainable initiatives that are absolutely vital in ensuring that we 
have a liveable future, with the USA’s withdrawal from the Paris 
Agreement, the earth is vulnerable as ever. We must claim our 
cities back as places for persons and not machines, for life and not 
capital. The way forward will no longer be carried on aged ideals 
and conventions. The new path requires us to walk hand-in-hand 
with each other and look toward the future.with each other and look toward the future.

Rimjhim Agrawal
SPA, Delhi
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ARCASIA Forum 2017

Reflection 2017

Collaboration is the key 

WIPRO pvt. ltd. conducts Wipro earthien competition every year 
with an aim to impart awareness about several sustainability issues 
like climate change, water scarcity, loss of biodiversity, etc. Wipro 
challenges several sectors related to environment every year. 
Participant teams are expected to select a theme and come up 
with critical analysis of the issue and the out-of-box solutions to 
tackle the issue.  
StudentsStudents of COEP (third year B-tech planning), Aniket, Dhanshri, 
Pranjal, Sayli and Utkarsh had selected the theme Urban Mobility. 
They came up with critical analysis of the mobility related issues in 
an urban area. The comprehensive framework was selected for 
the analysis so as to cover the broad spectrum of issues related to 
policy making, project formulation and implementation, and 
technical issues. Further, case study of Pune was taken so as to 
illustrateillustrate the problem in practical context. The team came up with 
framework for integrated transport system for Pune. Five pillars of 
integration of transport system namely institutional integration, 
network integration, physical integration, information and fare 
integration were used to address problem holistically. This five pillar 
concept was presented in the form of a short report named 
"INTEGRATED TRANSPORT SYSTEM: SAVIOR OF THE LAST RESORT". 
TheThe report was one of the top 10 reports selected for college 
category of WIPRO earthian 2016-17 and was awarded with cash 
prize of one lakh rupees.
Ceremony took place at WIPRO Bangalore headquarters, in 
presence of Azim Premji, the founder of WIPRO along with several 
eminent guest lecturers working in field of environmental 
conservation. 

Sakshi Darak 
College of Engineering, Pune

Architects Regional Council of Asia – ARCASIA, hosted its 19th 
annual event, ARCASIA Forum (Conference) 2017 in Jaipur, 
Rajasthan between 21st to 25th May 2017 and was attended by 
large number of delegates from across the globe.
WithWith the theme of the conference “Happiness through 
Architecture” over 55 eminent national and international 
speakers, not only discussed the various critical architectural and 
planning issues with respect to the growth of India, but also made 
an effort to provide feasible solutions which were supported by 
various case studies and successful examples from across the 
globe.
Ar.Ar. Raj Rewal and Ar. B. V. Doshi were the keynote speakers for the 
event. While Ar. Raj Rewal is recognized internationally for 
designing buildings that respond to complex demands of 
urbanization, climate and culture; Ar. B. V. Doshi has pioneered 
low-cost-housing and is known for applying modern concepts in 
an Indian context. He has also developed the theory of city as an 
augmentation of layers and overlays.
TheThe speakers then took the theme forward in the following sessions 
which were further sub-classed into four categories viz. 
sustainability, public urban spaces, heritage and development 
and development through innovative architecture.
TheThe event proved to be a great opportunity for future planners to 
engage themselves in discussions with eminent members present 
as to where the country was headed and what needs to be done 
and can be done to take it on a progressive path of growth. And 
in doing so, also focus on the bringing various aspects of 
happiness through building an environment around us that is 
conducive to contentment.

Khyati Gulati TewariKhyati Gulati Tewari
Maharaja Sayajirao University, Baroda

The beginning of the spring saw the college’s annual event – 
Reflection’2017. This year, the event took a different turn as the 
future planners got more involved in the event and planned 3 
events meant specifically for the planners with a view of learning 
and unlearning the past knowledge to create a better future. 

Event 1: Shape your city 
Brief:Brief: Rewinding the cities we see around us, we create an 
imagination as a planner of what we want to ‘have’ and ‘have 
not’ as elements of our city. The challenge was to design a city 
with one natural element for a population of 2.5 - 3 lakhs. 
Jury’s comments: An attempt for an integrated planning was 
achieved rewinding the principles of ‘Mansara’, resilient cities etc. 
to exemplify the holistic nature of planning.

Event 2: Cold warEvent 2: Cold war
Brief: War of words for the right to criticize the news we read daily 
- for demonetization and for acceptance of regional language as 
part of working language was attempted through this debate. 
The Warriors: With the young minds, experienced comments and 
spectacular audience a cold– rather, somewhat hot war evolved 
to critically analyse our newspapers for a better tomorrow.

Even 3: City huntEven 3: City hunt
Brief: Sanskari-nagari… the city gifted by heritage monuments of 
Gaekwads has many hidden treasures planned and built since 
ages. What can be done to know more about the city for a 
cosmopolitan group of to-be planners? An idea of learning with 
play was adopted with few clues as hint for the city hunt.
Hunter’sHunter’s experience: The ride began with the quick hunt by walk in 
the campus. Promoting further we got a chance to hunt the city. 
Riding tipples with clues in our hand, we flung across the city which 
finally ended with many seen and unseen aspects of the city.

Nayruti Mistry
MSU, Baroda

OnOn 26th March 2017, “Rahagiri” day was an initiative organised by 
the students of School of Planning and Architecture, Bhopal (team 
Prisha) and MANIT in collaboration with the Rahagiri team (BMC, 
BCLL and Traffic Police). This event was aimed at encouraging 
public participation through painting, photo walk and cultural 
activities. The motive of the event was the creation of a creative 
space on streets. The venue of the event was Lake View Road 
(Boat(Boat Club) Bhopal. The event saw participation from Oriental 
College, Makhan lal Chaturvedi University. 
The theme was ‘Social Causes’. Students turned out in large 
numbers for this event. 
The event which grabbed maximum participation was the Photo 
Walk, the theme being – Nature. The event was mentored by Mr. 
Anil Gulati (Communication Specialist of Madhya Pradesh, 
UNICEF). Rahagiri provided a platform to people to demonstrate 
their singing and dancing skills. The highlight of the event was a 
Flash Mob. 
TheThe joint effort of SPA and MANIT was instrumental for the success 
of the event. ‘Rahagiri’ day is leading by example of 
Collaborative efforts. 

Deeksha Biswas 
SPA Bhopal



Campus Bulletin

SYMBIOSIS 2017 

65th National town and country Planner’s 
Congress in Udaipur by ITPI

Bhalswa – A Slum of Hope

Collaboration is the key 

SYMBIOSIS is an educational exchange between students of 
Post-Graduation at SPA-Bhopal. SYMBIOSIS 2017 was the second 
educational program of its kind. Theme for the same 
was”Re-discovering Heritage in Architecture and Planning. 
ThisThis year’s SYMBIOSIS aimed towards understanding of heritage to 
produce better planning and architectural solutions through 
scientific, technical, managerial, financial and administrative 
mtechniques with well-represented contribution from respective 
field of: Urban and regional planning, Environmental Planning, 
Conservation, Landscape and Urban Design. This would increase 
your awareness especially regarding the various spatial and 
intangible aspects related to heritage. intangible aspects related to heritage. 
It is a perfect stage to exchange ideas for the post-graduate 
students. SPA-Bhopal looks forward to such opportunities where 
students can think out of the box and excel in all the fields.

Shreyansh Patel 
SPA Bhopal

The Institute of town planners, India was established in 1947 to set 
up a professional Town planning Institute on the lines similar to the 
Royal Town Planning Institute, London. ITPI is having 23 regional 
chapters in different states in India. Every year National town and 
country Planner’s Congress is held at different regional centres. 
Latest 65th NTCP congress held in Udaipur, Rajasthan from 6th to 
8th January 2017. Theme revolved around “Integrating 
implementationimplementation of Development plans” with focus on sub themes: 
1. “Resource mobilization” and 2. “Spatial and Sectoral 
integration” along with local sub theme on “Restructuring of 
Master plans” to revisit all relevant issues related to plan 
implementation and to underline and underscore where planning 
went wrong and what is the way forward so as to make the master 
plan approach a dynamic, vibrant, transparent, inclusive and 
citizencitizen friendly instrument for urban development, implementation 
and management.
About 400 delegates and participants comprising of professional 
planners, policymakers, administrators, academicians, 
educationists and experts from the allied disciplines participated 
in the congress. An exhibition on the main theme was organised 
during the Congress which provided an opportunity to various 
stakeholders to showcase their efforts and success stories. 
TheThe list of Honourable guests visited there is; Prof. Dr. D.S. 
Meshram(President, ITPI), Shri Pradeep Kapoor( secretary general, 
ITPI), Shri Shrichand Kriplani( Hon’ble Minister of Urban 
Development, housing and Local self govt. Govt of Raj.), Shri 
Rajpal Singh Shekhawat( Hon’ble Minister of Industries, Govt 
Enterprice, DMIC, Govt of Raj.), Shri B.S. Kanawat( Chairman, RRC 
Udaipur centre),Shri Ravinder Shrimali( Chairman, UIT, Udaipur), 
ShriShri Chander Singh Kothari( Hon’ble Mayor, Municipal Corp. 
Udaipur), Shri S.P. Pendharkar from Lavasa, Shri S.P. Pathak from 
DDA, Dr. Sanjeev Vidhyarthi from USA, Shri Arjun Lal Meena( 
Hon’ble MP), Prof. Chetan Vaidya from SPA, Dr. K.K. Pande from 
IIPA, Dr. H.S. Gill from HSMI, Shri A.R. Patharkar( Past president ITPI).

Reeta Meena
SVNIT, Surat

Bhalswa is a slum, housing over 20,000 immigrants and refugees, 
sitting in the backdrop of what seems to be a beautiful mountain 
in Jahangirpuri fringing the North Delhi area. Bhalswa is Delhi’s 
largest landfill site which is succumbing due to the 2,200 tonnes of 
waste that is dumped here each day. The site had surpassed its 
maximum waste holding capacity many years ago and lack of 
dedicated landfill pits is adding to the miseries of those who live 
there.there.
The people living here were brought in by the Delhi government 
from various slums in Delhi like Nizamuddin, Okhla etc, in the early 
2000s with a promise to provide modern amenities for a living. But 
most of the people, including women and children, work as rag 
pickers who are dying a slow death at the backdrop of a 23m high 
heap of the waste collected from all over the North Delhi region. 
The slums of Bhalswa are devoid of piped water connection even 
afterafter almost two decades of settlement; proper sewage 
connectivity seems like a far-fetched dream for the inhabitants. 
Water requirements are met either by underground water or by 
weekly water tankers. But even these have their own set of 
problems as the underground water has been severely 
contaminated due to the landfill and the people suffer from 
various ailments like malaria, typhoid etc. especially during the 
rainyrainy season when the run-off from the waste and sewage flows to 
a low – lying area and forms a pond full of toxins and sewage 
matter, which also flows inside the house in cases of heavy 
downpour.

Second year students visited the slum in April 2017 and found that 
unemployment and ignorance from the state government are 
also worsening the agony of the people as they do not have any 
other place to go; along with slaughtering of buffaloes which has 
begun since a few years now. Students were accompanied by 
various professors and students from Newcastle University, who 
make annual visits to the slum for their case study in order to 
measuremeasure whether any alleviation efforts are made the 
government, and they think that Bhalswa is still a decade away 
from being a place fit to survive, conforming to international 
standards.

Shubham Bansal
SPA Delhi
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Buzz
Crossword

Across
1  The man behind the conception of the Delhi metro.
3  The first state in India to provide electricity to every household.
4  World’s largest planned city
6  The largest waterfront and largest man-made development in  
    the world.
77  The _______ Agreement on climate change lays out         
    commitments for nations to limit their greenhouse-gas     
    emissions and contain the impact of global warming. 
9  The ____ is a linear park developed on an unused section of the  
    elevated New York Central Railroad.

Down
2  A basic, replicable unit of a city can be called a ______.
33  The country's first government agency to hire transgender    
    people.
5  The process of introducing planning in an existing built-up area  
    to make the existing area more efficient and liveable. 
8  A foundation that has been implementing innovative,       
    community-driven solutions to development challenges.

NewsPlan April-June 2017
13Across  1)Sreedharan  3)Kerala  4)Navi Mumbai  6)Dubai Waterfront  7)Paris  9)High Line

Down   2)Neighbourhood  3)Kochi metro  5)Retrofitting  8)Aga Khan

Kusum Sai
SPA Delhi

Sweekruti
SPA Bhopal

Answers

Atit Jaiswal
SVNIT

Punita
Amity University, Gurgaon

Gursimran
SPA Bhopal

Doodles



Buzz
Studio Trips
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Crossword

Through the Lens

Palak Passi
SPA Delhi

Khyati Tewari
MSUB

Pratik Menkar
SVNIT, Surat

Siddarth Nagrale
SPA Delhi

Rohit Kumar Gautam
SPAB

Kurushetra
Amity University, Gurgaon

Abhishek Maurya
Amity Gurgaon

Nitin Sankhla
SPA Delhi



Buzz

MANIT Bhopal: Fiza Naseer selected to represent India in the 6th NIDA 
Summer Camp (National Institute of Development Administration) on 
“Sustainable Community Development” organized by Office of 
International Affairs, Bangkok.

MANIT Bhopal (International Journal on Emerging Technologies)
1. “Dynamic growth of Bhopal city core: a conceptual and legal              
    approach” by Aditi Bhattacharya & Shubhangi Rathor
2.2. “Tragedy of the commons - Bhoj wetlands” by Apoorva Singh &        
    Fiza Naseer
3. People, Spaces and Values: The Commons’ Perspective to the   
    Urban Commons by Richa Patidar & Shruti Jain
4. Lake Water Pollution and Treatment by Anugya Shandilya &     
    Antara Bhattacharya
SPA Bhopal
1.1. “Growing Parking Issues and Effective Parking Management     
    Strategies - Case Study: European Cities” by Mahak Dawra,   
     Sahil Kulshreshtha in the International Journal of Innovative    
    Research in Science, Engineering and Technology 
2.2. “Developing Trip Generation Model Utilizing Multiple Regression   
    Analysis - Case Study: Surat, Gujarat, India” by Mahak       
    Dawra, Sahil Kulshreshtha in the International Journal of      
    Innovative Research in Science, Engineering and Technology 

MANIT Bhopal
Students are working at IPE Global, Stellar Capital and Pradan etc.
SPA Delhi
33 students have been selected by LEA Associates South Asia Pvt. Ltd. 
With a package of 35000 INR P.M., 2 by PMAY Orissa earning 35000 
and others at IPE Global and SPA.
SVNIT Surat
3 students are working at Silver Oak group as Asst. Professor earning 
of 42000 INR P.M., and others at Shivalik College of Engineering and 
Darshan Institute of Engineering & Technology as Asst. Professors.
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Riya Gupta
SPA Delhi

A.C ki jagah pankha, time se pehle tankha
Biriyani ki jagah khichhdi, soch hai bilkul pichhdi
Bike mein bhi tyre cycle ka laga hota hai
Bachcho p chashma bhi uncle ka laga hota hai
Hum indians eise hi jhande gaadte rhengeHum indians eise hi jhande gaadte rhenge
Kitni bhi ho mushkil, kuchh to jugaadte rhenge

Kapdo ko use krne ka bhi kya alag upaay hai socha
Jo hua krti thi shirt, holi ke baad wo bhi ban gyi pochcha
Bedsheet bhi kyu ghar-ghar mein parda ban jati hai
Aadhe daam m double kaam kar kyu chhati tan jati hai
Belt ki jagah bhi hum sab ne jaari kiya  nada hai
Hum atulya bharatiyo na jaane kya kya jugada haiHum atulya bharatiyo na jaane kya kya jugada hai

Khidki ka glass bhi topo k liye use krte hain
Mila nahin straightner to press ko choose krte hain
LAN ki wire par bhi humne kapdo ko sukhaya hai
Talc ko bhi kisi ne foundation ki tarah lagaya hai
Do rupay bachane ke liye gade murde bhi ukhaad lenge hum to 
bhaiya hain eise pital se sona bhi jugaad lenge

Phone cover kai logo ka wallet bhi ban jata hai Fridge ko bhi kholo 
to bhai AC k kaam aata hai
Paiso ki ho tangi to maggi bhi hakka noodle se kam nahin
Heere ki jagah plastic gehne, kho jaye to gum nahin
Drafting table bhi bana li humne furniture ukhaad ke
SPA mein bhi hum hain aaye JEE jugaad ke

Akhilesh Sisodia
SPA BhopalSPA Bhopal
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