
Simple living and high thinking' exemplifies the life of Dr. 

A.P.J. Abdul Kalam. Many people might only know about the 

contribu�ons he has made towards science and technology 

sector of India which garnered him the fame of being “The 

Missile Man of India”; but let us not forget about his other 

contribu�ons as well which have been essen�al for India's 

balance growth.  His  contr ibu�on towards  rural 

development, the concept of PURA – Provision of Urban 

Ameni�es to Rural Development is worth men�oning. The 

disparity between the living standards between the village 

people and city popula�on was a result of net migra�on from 

villages to ci�es. He considered that near zero net rural – 

migra�on is a mark of development which would eventually 

lead to happy balance between the two.

             And that can be achieved only by Rural Development. 

This means providing rural areas with ameni�es that are 

currently available only in ci�es which would generate 

employment on the same scale as the ci�es in the rural areas 

too. Rural development may be expected to prevent rural – 

urban migra�on and will make rural areas as a�rac�ve as 

ci�es are. Linking together a loop of villages by high quality 

transport, establishing high quality of telecommunica�on 

system, encouraging reputed specialists to locate schools, 

hospitals and other services around this loop would improve 

quality of life in rural places. According to him, development 

was a security – centric phenomenon – from poverty to food 

security, social security and therea�er na�onal security. He 

felt that young have the most powerful minds and they can 

overcome the nega�vity of bureaucracy and some self 

centered policies of the state governments to enrich people 

of the country. Dr. Kalam's vision and innova�ve ideas on 

sustainable and rural development would greatly influence 

the budding planners of future.  REST IN PEACE  Sir. 

-VIPUL, S����� �� P������� ��� A�����������, D����
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I B������ A������
-����, ���������

Branding is a tool to define a city and to give it an 

identity in this time of information glut. It is not just a 

tagline or a logo which gives a city its character but 

branding is a process with a long term objective for a 

place which requires involvement of its community 

and awareness of the city globally. 

I Believe Amdavad is an initiative which, through 

community participation is trying to create one such 

identity for Amdavad by reviving its old 'otla' culture 

and enhancing those sociall spaces. Amdavad, from 

the beginning has always had a different feel as 

compared to other fancy cities of India like Mumbai, 

Delhi and Bangalore. It has always been known for 

its kitlis and chaurahas. What we are trying to do 

over here is to use this image of Amdavad and shape 

it into an overall notion for the city. Along with this, we 

are trying to involve the people to participate so that 

they get a sense of ownership and an emotional 

connect between the city and its people is 

augmented. 

Place making in a city is not only limited to cleaning 

and colouring a space. It is a dynamic movement 

which gives everyone a chance to reimagine the 

potential spaces of a city and reinvent these places. 

As planners, we try not to design, but create these 

social spots around the city and to give its 

stakeholders a sense of belonging. This ultimately 

leads to automatic maintenance of these places by 

the people using it themselves.

Our process starts by selection of a space through 

public voting on social media, followed by taking 

legal permissions from the required authority, 

designing the space, planning events to create 

awareness about the space and simultaneously 

marketing it on social media. The desired outcomes 

through this are creation of aesthetically better 

public spaces which catches eyeballs easily, better 

management and cleanliness of the space and good 

quality social spaces for the community to meet up, 

interact and organise events. All of this is a 

procedure which eventually gives an image and 

identity to our city Amdavad which has its own perks. 

Our initiative is open for all Amdavadis to join us and 

participate to keep the spirit of Amdavad alive in the 

heart of every individual.

S���� ��� ��� ������
-����, A��������

Why are cities so fascinating? Every city in the world 

have different fascination about its urban forms, 

streets and its life. The cities have such a strong 

influence on its people that even if you are traveller it 

tells you to be a part of its culture and its life. It take 

you into a deep loop of following the trends of the 

city. And meanwhile it transform you from who you 

are to the daily dweller of that city. And it gives you a 

boost to start following the trends and loops. Even it 

affect your daily use of things from iPod to cars.

Interesting thing is that, all city gives a you a different 

flavours, and you are curious about what those 

flavours are.. Such as you here different type of 

songs in your iPod at different time and location of 

the place. A sweet calm music when you are near a 

coastal city or a hilly terrain city or both, whereas city 

on flat lands you here a song based on its culture and 

its life. The choice of music genre depends on your 

lifestyle where is your geography of living and the 

culture around it even the environment plays a 

classic role to the choice of music. People have 
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fascination of music and they pursue their entire life 

in music but have you ever wondered Does the 

location of your stay (The city you live in) affects the 

choice of music you listen too??

 

���� ��� �������
 -������� �������

 JNAFAU ���������

�ere in the �earl �ity �yderabad, stands a giant live 

project popularly called “�����”. �s proposed it is 

elevated to a huge height and is a reason for shade 

along its city parts. �nd yes, �yderabad turning into 

metro city but do watch its consequences. �etro is a 

fast mode of transportation in a place (or) in an 

agglomeration like �yderabad.

�eople can easily displace and decentralized at time 

of work and can avoid a large percentage of 

stressing traffic. �hen it comes to the scenario of its 

construction, we find a situation where we can relate 

that “�e should face rain before getting a rainbow”.

� lot of diversions, traffic jam, delays, pollution, land 

acquisition disputes, accidents and what not. � 

collapse is all that they missed it. �ublic face its 

adverse effects directly or indirectly. �he face of the 

city has changed from city with roads to a city 

connected with cement concrete support network. 

�ne thing � wonder, day and night people work on it, 

still yet the project is not completed. �he answer may 

be, “it's not a small thing”, but � think this may not be a 

reason. �e all people might be thinking a same 

thought now. �e should govern ourselves. �s an 

amateur in planning, � cannot give proposals for the 

negative consequences but � can definitely raise a 

question on this issue and ask for a solution. �o soon 

our city is going to be super fast, but � hope 

diminishing its furious effects on people. 

���� ���� �� 
“��� ���� �� ���”

-������ ����� 

A���� U��������� , N����

�his city is not modern as �umbai, not proper like 

�elhi. �ut it has the quiet grandeur that warms 

everyone who is willing to find comfort. �ou will find 

everything here. �he congestion and comfort of the 

streets of �orth �olkata where everyone are known 

to you and will come to your help anytime. �he rich 

people of the south with the modern outlooks. �he 

silence of the �hats and the noise of the local train.  

�he peace of the afternoon slumber. �nd the enticing 

rosogulla's.

�ack in 1985 ,  a novel "�he �ity of �oy" written by 

�ominique �apierre was published,which talks about 

a slum, namely �ilkhana in the �owrah region 

(�olkata, �est �engal) where people despite facing 

the most wretched of circumstances look at the 

brighter side of life and feel that its worth living. �hey 

had named their slum "आन� नगर" and this area also 

housed �aints like �other �eresa who took care for 

the poorest of the poor.

�nd from then �olkata came to known as ' �he �ity �f 

�oy ' as  no one cares  about the car you drive or how 

thick your wallet is. �nd man  they know how to 

celebrate festivals, the city will embrace you and 

leave you with a bit of �olkata in your heart ,people 

there take special pride in being a bong (as �engalis 

are lovingly called). �nd pride is something which 

they have in abundance. �ure emotions, getting 

provoked at smallest of things, �od like following for 

a person they love are some of the traits of the 

bongs. �ust ask a bong what �ourav �anguly is to 

them or what '�abindro �angeet' means to them and 

you will come to know what � am trying to say.
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S�������� S������ �� 
I��������� I����

-S������ B��������,
MANIT,B�����.

India is a land of spirits
And KedarNath is the most sacred place of its

But this spirit was shattered
When the wild water broke free

And pieces of the temple lay scattered.
The rain began very low,

And the river was in its usual flow,
And soon it took a tremendous form

The dear residence of people began to blow.
A disaster it was, but what was its cause?

As everyone who passed from there,
Wanted to take a greater pause,

But life of many came to a pause,
Are not our spirits questioned?
Many of us were speechless,

There so many became homeless.
People left with no desire,

As if, everything burnt in fire.
The place became utterly bare,

It literally needs our care,
For that we have to put our share. 

Shattered spirits are wandering
With immense loudness of thundering.

Roaring sound of mighty winds,
Impinges India and its very fringe.

FIRST EXPERIENCES! 
-S�������� K������,

S����� �� P������� ��� A�����������, B�����

I looked at the computer screen and my heart was 
filled with joy. I felt an aura of serenity. I was finally at 
peace. It's exactly like a voyage ship finding 

paradise after going through multiple turbulent 
storms. SPA Bhopal was going to be my paradise.
My heart raced with excitement when I thought of all 
the fun I can have at my new college. But the 
excitement soon turned to distress when it dawned 
on me that I will have to leave my family and friends. 
The impending nostalgia plagued me. Actually, it still 
does but I am getting used to it slowly.  I was being 
welcomed by the lush green countryside of Madhya 
Pradesh, the heart of India. Soon to arrive in Bhopal, 
my mind was filled with thoughts of my next 4 years. 
Successes and failures, friends and enemies, truths 
and lies. I was determined to fight anything that life 
throws at me. I was ready. 
Bhopal wasn't up to my expectations but I was 
relieved it wasn't worse! With the famed gas tragedy, 
I was half expecting a run-down city. The new part of 
the city with wide lanes, greenery and controlled 
traffic was relieving. No signs that this city was once 
affected by a poisonous gas which was one of the 
worst disasters this country had ever witnessed. The 
locals were friendly and surroundings were 
welcoming.  When I first entered the college, only 
one thought crossed my mind. "Thank you God!”. I 
was completely satisfied and so were my parents. 
Pleasant atmosphere, newly painted buildings, 
lovely classroom ambience and neat hostels.  After 
the registration process was complete, I met my 
sweet roommate. 
I half felt like getting up on the train along-with my 
parents when they were leaving. But I was 
controlling myself while consoling my mother. After I 
bid farewell I broke down, overcome with loneliness. 
The orientation left me a bit more dissatisfied than 
satisfied. I like the professors a lot. I found them to be 
quite friendly. I knew I could nurture my skills under 
their pedagogy.

����� ����������
����� ����������, 

�������

�. ������� ������ 
�����,���������

���������� �����
����� ����������

�������



55

I spent the rest of my day with my cool new friends 
and I find them quite funny. Different birds perched 
on the same branch. Vastly different people with 
varied personalities, yet bound by the SPA Bhopal 
alma mater. I always felt a good mentor was 
necessary to pave the path of success for any 
person and I found my seniors to be exactly like that. 
Honest, communicative, energetic and passionate 
about building things. A senior's helpful advice and 
guidance is probably the easiest way for anyone to 
have the most fulfilling days of college. 
All in all, I am sure my days here would help in my 
transformation from an innocent city girl into a 
dynamic ,  c reat ive ind iv idua l  w i th  s t rong 
interpersonal and leadership qualities, burning with 
a will of fire and a desire to change the world. 

S������ ���� �� �� ���� ���
-����, ���������

“If you plan cities for cars and traffic, 

you get cars and traffic. 

If you plan for people and places,

 you get people and places.”

- Fred Kent

Streets? What does the first thing pops up in your 

mind when anyone talks about streets? Are today's 

street creating impact on citywide spirit for its 

people? Can it bring people together at one 

destination, forgetting there background, caste, 

religion, gender, and bringing all individuals to a 

judgmental equality. 

Streets are actually a live home for people, they 

come handy for transportation, celebrations, public 

affairs, protest, riots, creating awareness with 

different activities and many other transformative 

forms a streets adapts over 365 days in a year. 

William H. Whyte describes streets in best possible 

way saying that “The Street is the river of life of the 

city, the place where we come together, the pathway 

to the centre.”  Today many cities around the world 

are taking initiatives for creating a better life on its 

streets. Ahmedabad is one such city where you can 

see the transformation of streets. One such kind of 

initiatives is seen at Happy Streets, supported by 

TOI-NGS partnered by Ahmedabad Municipal 

Corporation and City Traffic police, on CG Road 

every Sunday one can experience the real joys of 

cycling, walking and coming to the venue using 

public transport or by carpooling. The street here is 

the destination. A positive response was recorded 

and number of people increased each Sundays 

because there was a keen interest shown behind it 

by making city of Ahmedabad a better liveable and 

enjoyable city for all. Even on 31st December 2014 

CG road was open to pedestrian, all traffic was 

diverted just for citizens of Ahmedabad to enjoy their 

time for New Year approximately around half a 

million people were present at time of New Year. 

Other cities like the city of Mississauga, Ontario is 

one of Canada's most diverse and quickly growing 

cities. Even they started with such initiatives, 

Mississauga Celebration Square is part of what we 

observe as a wonderful trend toward the Re-

Emergence of the Public Square and streets. (PPS). 

Many other big cities have established such 

amazing trends. City of London has square 

celebration trend. New York has already established 

the one day public open space ideas on streets. 

Cities are taking dynamic steps for its citizens and 

the success rate depends on how people adapts to 

this diversified dynamics of new trending in a city.

Every individual would have come across it "Charity 

begins at home" same way are all this trend the first 

step towards bringing people together and 

decreasing the level of inequality throughout the city 
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? Can future of city depends on the streets and 

squares? As William H. Whyte said they are the life 

line of cities. Is it possible for the tomorrows cities to 

adapt to such beautiful ly people oriented 

approaches. Many of today's ideas which are 

dominating the trends are such made and 

implemented in a way that you feel that the idea of 

car oriented streets is gone long history of past 

century. People are realizing the importance of 

public health in respect to its streets and public 

spaces. They are taking their streets back, 

Innovation of car had changed the built form of all 

cities round the world. The urban fabric of today's 

city will go through a mass change over the coming 

decades. Few organizations have given great ideas 

to develop public space and streets, Project for 

Public spaces have described 10 qualities on what a 

great streets should have such as Attractions & 

Destinations, Identity & Image, Active Edge 

Uses, Amenities, Management, Seasonal 

Strategies, Diverse User Groups, Traffic, Transit 

& the Pedestrian, Blending of Uses and Modes, 

Neighbourhood Preservation. Surely today's 

urban planner, designers and architect can blend 

such different thought process together and make a 

better life around the world. "Streets will be a key 

component towards their final product. Because 

everything in a city from landscapes, buildings, 

trees, plants, water bodies, environment, and most 

importantly people are connected via streets." Most 

successful cities around the globe has always taken 

into consideration its street life and have adapted to 

the changing scenarios and building a better life for 

its people. 

M��������� �������� ������� 
���� ������ ��� �������� 

-����, ���������

Minimalism in simple contexts means a style that 

uses minified design elements. Basically the idea of 

minimalist approaches started in mid-20th century 

during the World War II era. World re-known 

architect  was one of the 'Ludwig Mies van der Rohe'

leading pioneer who adopted the motto "Less is 

More" to describe aesthetic tactic of arranging the 

necessary components of a building to create an 

impression of extreme simplicity—he enlisted every 

element and detail to serve multiple visual and 

functional purposes; for example, designing a floor 

to also serve as the radiator, or a massive fireplace 

to also house the bathroom. Designer Buckminster 

Fuller adopted the engineer's goal of "Doing more 

with less", but his concerns were oriented toward 

technology and engineering rather than aesthetics. 

A similar sentiment was conveyed by industrial 

designer Dieter Rams' motto, "Less but better", 

adapted from Mies.

Luis Barragán is another exemplary modern 

minimalist designer. Minimalist architectural 

designers focus on the connection between two 

perfect planes, elegant lighting, and the void spaces 

left by the removal of three-dimensional shapes in 

an architectural design. More attractive minimalist 

home designs are not truly minimalist because these 

use more expensive building materials and finishes, 

and are larger. You must have definitely came 

across the following list of contemporary minimalist 

architects which includes Kazuyo Sejima, John 

Pawson, Eduardo Souto de Moura, Álvaro Siza 

Vieira, Tadao Ando, Alberto Campo Baeza, Yoshio 
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Taniguchi,Peter Zumthor, Hugh Newell Jacobsen, 

Vincent Van Duysen, Claudio Silvestrin, Michael 

Gabellini, and Richard Gluckman. Interestingly 

there are people following minimalist ideas in there 

building, interiors, product design and many other 

possible combinations of designs but there no 

proper evidence showing that cities can be designed 

in a minimalist way. Cities like Kabul are showing 

extreme growth whereas cities like Detroit are 

shrinking cities, can the idea of minimalism help the 

city growth to stabilize? Can it really reduce the cities 

load on resources and make it more sustainable for 

the future needs? Are cities really capable of these 

kinds of design? A minimalist city can lead to 

minimalist life style. And what is a minimalist life 

style? Most people live their life trying to acquire 

more and more things. Living a minimalist lifestyle is 

completely the opposite. It's about trying to live with 

less and less things. It's about trying to get back to 

the bare minimum of possessions. In doing that, it 

frees up your life to pursue the things you most 

value. 

Talk about how minimalism can affect our 

impact on the environment. When we consume 

less, we're able to preserve the world in a better 

natural state. Also, embracing a minimalist lifestyle 

leads you to desire less. In that motivation, you find 

greater good for the environment. So often, the 

environmental movement is motivated by guilt. [But] 

if we can truly inspire people to find contentment in 

the life they have, that becomes a much more 

powerful motivating tool to taking care of the planet. 

If this wonderful idea of minimalism can work for 

environment why can't today's urban planners, 

designers and architects try to look forward to it and 

making a minimalist cities around the world.   

BALL IN THE CITIZEN'S COURT
-��������� �����,                         

C������ �� E����������, P���

�n what can be only be called a 'smart' move, the 

�une �unicipal �orporation has unveiled its '�y 

�ream, �mart �une' competition for the citizens. �he 

��� has created a forum for citizens to state their 

expectations and needs, and has invited ideas from 

the citizens on how �une can be made smart. 

�ith a number of categories on which to make 

suggestions- education, electricity, environment, 

garbage management/sanitation, governance, 

health, ��, safety and security, slums and affordable 

housing, transportation and water the ��� is making 

sure that citizens can have their say in every aspects 

of �une's development. �he suggestions would be 

evaluated on practicality, clarity, creativity and 

potential and the persons with the best idea would 

be given a cash prize as high as �s. 25,000. �his is 

an incentive for citizens to increase participation in 

city affairs.

�his competition shows that the city administration is 

serious about getting �une into the list of 100 cities to 

be made smart by the �nion �overnment. �une is 

developing with a rapid pace, and so are its 

problems, the biggest being its problem of public 

transport and traffic.  �une is the hub of ��, education 

and manufacturing, and its garbage collection 

methods are praised all over the country (not 

disposal though), the city has many young and 

talented people with good ideas and the corporation 

seems to have identified its strengths. 

�artnership with the citizens is the way to move 

forward, and this initiative by the ��� is a welcome 

first step, which has received unprecedented 

response from �une's frustrated citizens within 

hours of its inception. �ow it remains to be seen 

whether these innovative ideas will be implemented 

and if �une can indeed become smart someday.
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MALIN REHABILITATION: 
CLUSTER DEVELOPMENT 

PROJECT 
-S������ L����

C������ O� E������� P���

On 30 July 2014, a landslid occurred in the village of 

Malin in the Ambegaon Taluka of Pune District in 

Maharashtra, killing 151 people. The landslide was 

caused mainly due to heavy rainfal l .  The 

Envi ronmenta l  Depar tment  be l ieved that 

deforestation and instability of the hill due to 

construction activities also may have caused it. 

After the landslide, affected families were moved to 

temporary shelters in a nearby village and 

rehabilitation of the affected families was taken up 

by Pune Distr ict Administration under the 

supervision of the collector, Mr. Saurabh Rao.  

Primarily two places were identified for rehabilitation 

but the survivors and locals opposed these 

locations, so later on a place in Amde Village around 

2 km from Malin was selected.

The Malin rehabilitation plan making was taken up 

by COEP students under the guidance of faculties 

Prof. B.G.Birajdar and Prof. P.M.Rawal and 

Assistant Town Planner Ms. Shweta Kurhade. 

The layout was planned on the given 31880 sq. m 

area with 82 residential plots of 140sq.m and built up 

of 43.27sq.m. It also included 18 amenities as per 

requirement. 

The plan was presented to an administrative team 

on 27 March 2015 in Vidhan Bhavan, Pune.  On 
th28 April the plan was approved by the Town 

Planning and Valuation Department headed by Mr. 

Waghmode (ADTP Pune Branch).

The most challenging part during planning was 

laying of road pattern to achieve the desired road 

gradient, the highest contour on the site was 155m 

and the lowest contour was 95m with an uneven 

slope of length only 215 m. The road pattern 

proposed had the lowest gradient of 1:15.5. The 

Plan was revised around 28 times according to the 

changing requirements. It is now finalized and will be 

implemented soon.

We thank all the people who supported us 

throughout this project.

PROJECT:
Proposed Gaothan  

Cluster Development for 
Rehabilitation of Malin 
Gaothan, At.AmadeTal. 
Ambegaon, Dist.Pune
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