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INTERNATIONAL URBAN DESIGN 
WORKSHOP 

-Students of  MURP,School of  Architecture, Kerela

“Obstacles are those frightful things you see 
when you take your eyes off  your goal” – 

Henry Ford

t was just in the mid-October last year, the first batch in Iurban planning at GEC, Thrissur was started. Within 
a month we had become a lively part of the work named 
'Thrissur Next' conducted in association with IIA 
Thrissur, INTACH, TUDA, Municipal Corporation 
and Town & Country Planning Department, Thrissur. It 
was an international workshop for the urban renewal of 
the old CBD of Thrissur to develop a strategic 
framework serving a basis for overall development of the 
city.Starting from the scratch, all 18 of our independent 
minds combined towards the ultimate aim of a better-
planned Thrissur. It was these four weeks of fatigue when 
we could acknowledge ourselves with the necessity of the 
scheme and its contribution to the development of the 
city. 
Initial steps of the workshop involved community 
mapping for the purpose of involving the masses to 
understand needs and aspirations for the future 
developments along with carefully gathering data 

previously collected by UG students and from books, 
various governmental departments and voluntary 
organizations which forms the corner stone for the 
concept of public exhibitions. The exhibition was a joint 
venture and ultimate success nourishing our thoughts 
and inspiring us by means of public participation and 
open & friendly feedbacks. 

.

‘Thrissur Next' international workshop team
b 

These feedbacks along with the gathered data ultimately 
formed database for the four day long technical 
workshop conducted from 27th- 30th November. Three 
teams led by eminent urban designers of national and 
international repute namely, John T Lang, Rajeev 
Kathpalia and Chi-Ti-Nan, each assisted by aspiring 
urban designers and students prepared three proposals 
for the urban renewal of the precinct. The final day 
discussion was moderated by Prof. K.T Raveendran 
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followed by the sharing of independent thoughts by the
groups that commonly highlighted the pedestrianization 
of CBD and popularization of non-motorized vehicles, 
rightly influenced by the topography of city with a 
reasonably flat terrain. 
The venture was an amalgamation of political, 
administrative and technical ideas, hoping that this small 
step would be a giant leap towards a revitalized Thrissur. 
The workshop was an outstanding experience of a 
raindrop merging to the ocean. After all, small acts 
multiplied by millions of people can transform the 
world!

YEAR OF LIGHT WITH PLANNERS 
-Pulkit Singal, SPA Bhopal

Annual technical fest of IIT Roorkee took place from 
27th to 29th of March, 2015. The theme for this year's 
fest was based upon UN's declaration of 2015 as the 
International Year of Light. The fest, named, 
Cognizance, is one of the largest in Asia, with 
participants from more than 1000 colleges spread 
across different countries. It began with a guest lecture 
by Bharat Ratna Awardee, Prof CNR Rao, followed by 
lectures of other distinguished guests.
Interestingly, it is amongst one of the few large scale 
events, wherein under-graduate students of Planning 
could evidently take part in. The fest had no eligibility 
criteria based upon the course of study. It was an open 
event in terms of specificity resulting in participation 
from other areas of study ranging from architecture to 
engineering to social sciences. 

Two academic departments— Department of 
Architecture & Planning, and Centre for Transportation 
Systems at IIT Roorkee were responsible for organising 
the event for Planning students. The core events were 
Ideaz, Spotlight, Prototype and Spectrum. These events 
focussed on presentation of research papers around 

given themes. Prototype was the event wherein a model 
was to be created at the spot using given materials. 
Spotlight focussed on the developments in the real 
world. Spectrum was on-the-spot events. Not only these 
two departments, but there were many departments 
offering the same set of events, not to mention several 
other fun events. 
This was a great moment for us as Planners, wherein we 
got to interact with persons of diverse backgrounds at a 
single place- engineers, entrepreneurs, researchers and 
many more. Such large scale events provide a platform 
to showcase different skills and approaches, besides, 
helping in making good networks and bonds with a 
larger set of peers.
           

ANNUAL SOCIAL EVENTS OF COEP
  -Devashree Ragde, COE Pune

March was indeed an eventful month for College of 
Engineering, Pune, as two of its major events, the Annual 
Social Gathering as well as Regatta, were conducted.  
Annual Social Gathering, named Utkansh this year, is a 
much awaited annual ritual for the COEPians featuring the 
best of COEP's artistic talent, be it Music, Dance, Arts or 
Crafts. There were also events such as Traditional day, 
Tapori day and Mismatch day. The college cultural teams 
performed their award-winning range of dance and music 
acts. At every gathering, final year students of each branch 
in Bachelors in Technology, perform a dance act based on 
their experiences in four years at COEP, a much awaited 
performance every year. The drama team of the college 
performed a play, which had brought laurels to the college 
earlier in an inter-college drama competition held at Pune, 
in the function. This year Utkansh had talks by Mr. 
Subodh Bhave, a renowned Marathi actor, as well as Mr. 
Avinash Dharamadhikari, ex-IAS officer. On the end 
note, Planners won the inter-departmental dance 
competition in the event. 
On 22nd March, the 87th Regatta was conducted at the 
college Boat Club. Regatta is the annual boating festival 
which showcases the various boats owned by college. 
COEP is the only engineering college in India which has its 
own Boat Club. The Regatta features five major 
challenging and exciting events: Kayak Ballet, Shell 
Games, Tele-matches, Punt formation and Mashal 
Dance. The Regatta is a result of six months long hard 
work, put in by all the participants, working day and night, 
a treat to watch for the entire city of Pune.
Amidst all of this, COEP also hosted the National Council 
Meeting of NOSPlan. The Executive Council spoke about 
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their progress. Many important topics were discussed and 

many were voted upon. The main event in this meeting 
was the bidding process for deciding the host college for 
conducting Annual NOSPlan Convention 2015. The 
bidding proved to be joyful for our college as we saw, 
COEP winning the process by large margin of votes. 
COEP is very proud to host XVII NOSPlan Convention 
in which we guarantee a good, unforgettable time.

OVERVIEW OF NATIONAL COUNCIL 
MEETING (NCM) 

  - Imran Basha Soudagar A. K., Urban Planner  

NOSPlan is a national organization that works for the 
betterment and development of the community of 
planning students,  to become better planning 
professionals for tomorrow.  Planning and planners are 
two important pillars for development. To achieve the 
overall vision of the Organization, National Council 
Meetings are held quarterly in different planning colleges 
across the country. 
National Council Meetings (NCM) are the only means 
and platform where Executive Council (EC) members, 
Advisory Board (AB) members, Unit Council members, 
other active students and faculty from different colleges, 
come very far from their colleges - in spite of their hectic 
schedules, to gather and discuss the progress, agendas to 
be worked out and to resolve issues in the current working 
process for the betterment of this organisation and 
students fraternity in India. NCMs are aimed at discussing 
the overall aims and objectives of NOSPlan Organisation 
and the means to achieve them through the involvement of 
all the general body members.

There have been many transformations in NCMs,
 not only regarding the convening of NCMs but also in 
involving many students, alumni, faculty and active 
members; and also active participation of different 
members in taking decisions and resolving issues. Initially, 
decision making power was vested in the hands of few, but 
now the decision making and implementing has been 
decentralised, fortunately. Another major positive change 
is realisation and implementation of agendas and 
decisions that have been finalized. NCMs and Minutes of 
Meeting need to be formalized, as this will yield good 
outputs in the coming future. Self-interest and motivation 
are the only means to contribute for the betterment of the 
organisation, and the planning fraternity at large.
     

FIRST STEP
 -Yamini Gupta,Amity Noida    

The journey of a thousand miles begins with one step.
For other participating colleges it might be only an event, 
but for Amity Noida it was a new beginning. A new ray of 
hope, a new atmosphere and a “new step”. A step that we 
took with lots of hopes and aspirations. This was the very 
first time that we attended any NOSPlan convention, 
entirely a new experience for us. Each one of us was filled 
with lots and lots of emotions, be it excitement, 
nervousness, anxiety, and what not .The feeling was 
mutual amongst all Amitians regarding NOSPlan XVI 
Convention. We knew simply nothing; the only thing we 
knew was that whether we win or lose we are going to make 
a mark on everyone out there. Filled with confidence and 
excitement we took our first step in NOSPlan.
We had nothing in mind - just to perform our best and to 
give what all we have. But we realised that it was not so easy. 
Everyone over there was to win; everyone wanted to win 
anyhow no one wanted to lose. This convention opened 
the doors to many learnings - such as how to be confident 
on stage, management of various things at same time, 
interact with different people, we even found our new 
aspects. We were successful in grabbing “2” awards, that 
was a boost for all of us. 
“The first step towards change is awareness, the second 
step is acceptance”. So here we are, accepting what all we 
learnt, what all we  cherished and what all we achieved. 
This event has given us a whole new experience, a different 
personality and an entirely new 
perspective.
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  INCREDIBLE EXPERIENCES AND 
EXPLORATION OF EMPOWERING 

KNOWLEDGE
-Srishti Bhadori, MANIT Bhopal

“The height by great men reached and kept,
were not attained by sudden flight,

But they, while their companions slept,
were toiling upward in the night.”

The sun dazzled with its crimson rays in the morning, 
when the golden light flashed across the sky on the very 
first day of the commencing event which enfolded 
numerous hallmarks of the literary and formal 
events, indeed. And the moment touched the heart and 
soul of every awaiting student when the mesmerizing 
dawn was enlightened by the unleased welcoming 
ceremonial celebrations at the 16th Annual NOSPlan 
Convention. It was earmarked with enthusiasm as the 
audience stood up exultingly.

 Moreover, the event was graced by many honorable 
personalities. 
Among the formal events, Master Plan event, was 
ultimate and literally the amalgamation of the foremost 
motive “City for All”. Master plan demonstrated how
globalization and its trends have brought into currency, 
the notion that urban local bodies ought to adopt some 
aspects of the work culture of private corporations. We 
actually realized that it is of paramount significance in the 
preparation of an environmentally compatible city to 
dwell. Furthermore, another event 48-Hours, 
deve loped an innova t ive  approach towards 
understanding the wide parameters of planning and 
creating an ambience wherein a truly holistic 
development of the ignited minds can happen.
The second and the last day were the memorable ones, 
and event culminated with the most cherish-able 
moments when the artistic dances presented their nail-
biting performances with the zest of inevitable zeal. Last 
but not the least, the most awaited ceremony of prize 

distribution bestowed many young myriad winners with 
unbeatable victory and laurels.
The most posing fact was that we were mainly first year 
students, so the entire scenario was purely fresh and the 
comprehensive segment to learn more and more ahead; 
it left an indelible prints on our young minds.  
XVI Annual NOSPlan Convention appreciated various 
aspirations, recognized countless concealed talents, 
applauded and thoroughly fostered the blend of 
benevolent knowledge and sterling qualities in order to 
transform our "CITY" into a sustainable and healthy place 
to survive through our constructive actions. 

The event conveyed a mesmerizing message: 
“Let yourself  emerge and bring 
difference,
  Let your words open wide,
Let your feelings travel
in full flight,
 Let yourself  emerge like 
the morning rays,

Let your blood always be 
warm with high spirits to   
fight through a difficult 
phase.....”
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BEING JUGAADU
  -Srishti Arya, SPA B

Organization is always a tough job, we all know. Holding a 
national convention on the other hand, was a matter of 
pride. Working for NOSPlan and for the college was a 
roller-coaster ride altogether. XVI Annual NOSPlan 
Convention was about to happen in December and it was 
just September that panic had started its play. How to make 
more and more colleges to participate, work and win – even 
if not a prize, at least in their hearts, it had to be a victory of 
moving upwards. Setting up new rules for each
 competition, realizing the strictness that had to be 

maintained while making people stick to them, too. 
Oh, and not to forget, the late submission by 

2 main colleges and the controversies it 
created. For me, it was difficult to be in 

the organizing committee and work 
with the fel low committee 

members – everyone has 
different ways to solve same

 problems you know. Well, 
working had  never been an 

issue, but when you organize an 
event, you realize, getting the work 

done i s  tougher  than doing  i t 
yourself.As an event organizer it was a 

drastic experience. Days before the 

convention, we used to count the number of days versus the 
number of works yet left undone and some untouched. 
From roaming around in the city collecting sponsorship to 
being tired in the evening and still working late night to plan 
out the task of tomorrow.
My friends had conflicts, complaints and problems even, 
but I continued to work for the convention. Becoming 
conscious of the fact that - only when you move forward, the 
crowd will be left behind. And of course, those who really 
need you, match your pace.
I alone was never the main organizer, not the one to take 
decisions alone. That's the key thing to any organization – 
working in groups, considering everyone's outlook and who, 
but PLANNERS know how to do this the best way. Yes, I 
am glad I was asked for my opinion always and I'm sure my 
co-committee members are too. 
I thank everyone who was a part of SAMAVESH for the 
wonderful experience - not just the convention but also 
about life. And congratulations too; trust me, each right 
person had a big contribution and wrong ones made it a 
grand success.
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THE AGONIZED DAUGHTER OF INDIA
  -S  Z , SPA D

Even cows react, why don't women?
(A Feminist Approach)

The need is to understand the mindset of reprobate males 
and benighted females of our society. When a guy whistles 
at us or passes lewd comments on us, we usually let him go 
and move on. It needs a little courage to stop any 
misbehavior in order to survive in our patriarchal society. 
Our silence gives courage to the miscreants to move a step 
further, may be it's not us at that time, but some other girl 
will face the embarrassing situation later. If we can't stand 
for ourselves, how can we expect anyone to stand for us?
In my view, rape doesn't happen all of a sudden, it has a 
series of events trailing wherein most of the cases women 
don't agitate to the misbehavior which inevitably gives 
strength to the miscreants. Things don't stop only at 
whistling, gawking at us and ogling us from top to bottom as 
if we are on display in any exhibition, raping us with the 
naked eye. In such a case, the whole society is responsible 
for letting any misconduct happen. If someone is ignorant 
and misses on the lines of ethics, then it is the duty of the 
society to teach him lessons of moral values. 
You can put the blame on us for our silence, for being 
quiet when a girl was molested, groped, raped and then 
killed and we kept moving on. We shouted when it came 
to us or we shouted when everything was over. In many 
protests I have seen girls reacting like Rani Laxmibai 
would. But I don't understand why that Laxmibai keeps 
quiet when someone whistles at her. You kept quiet and 
kept moving while the monster was chasing you; from lewd 
comments to the bad touch, from rape to murder, you just 
kept quiet. As I have understood, it works in a cycle; cycle 
of harassment, rape and murder where both sexes are to 
be blamed, one for being barbaric and the other for being 
quiet. 
When something happens and gets over, we react, raising 
slogans of women empowerment at every square. Even in 
those protests, we feel unsafe, being teased and ogled by 
some mischievous eyes. Then what are we protesting 
against. The need is to protest against the mentalities of the 
patriarchal society and institutions dictating moral values 
and code of conduct for women. A nation where a chunk 
of political class is sick, molesters and rape accused are 
parliamentarians and law makers, God-men and 
politicians face serious charges of sexual abuse, rape and 
murder, we don't expect them to stand for us in this 
polluted patriarchal society. The air is filthy all around and 
we have to be our own saviour. 

NEW DIRECTIONS AND CHANGING 
REQUIREMENTS IN PLANNING 

EDUCATION
-A  K  , SPA V

“It's a bad plan that admits of  no modification.” 
-Publilius Syrus, Roman slave and poet

India has one of the largest hardworking and skilled 
manpower in the whole world. But still, there is need for 
improvement in planning and managing the cities. In 
India, more stress has been on general education rather 
t h a n  v o c a t i o n a l  o r  p r a c t i c a l  e d u c a t i o n . 
In simple words, Planning is 'thinking before action'. 
Urban planning, city, and town or regional planning is a 
process concerned with the use of land and how to design 
the urban environment by implementing innovative 
techniques , including transportation networks, a good 
sanitation system; in fact, it deals with optimum utilization 
of land in a planned manner. It concerns itself with 
research and analysis, geography, sociology, architecture, 
urban design, policy and programs, implementation and 
management
Comparing the present with past, there has been a 
significant change in the role and responsibilities of 
planning education. The main change has been the 
broadening of the vistas and knowledge of town planning 
education, as earlier people were not much aware about 
the planning education and the techniques. From ancient 
Mohenjo Daro and Haarrapan civilization, to Corbusier's 
Chandigarh, Nagpur, Gandhinagar, India has pioneered 
in town building. Hence, the current focus should be on 
the steps which should be adopted to enhance and 
promote the planning education by not only focusing on 
theoretical but adoption of new techniques in planning 
practices and education.

TRADE OPENNESS AND SPATIAL 
INEQUALITY

    -Bhavya Rai, SPA V

The economic liberalisation started in the early 1990's 
after the collapse of the centrally-planned economies 
worldwide majorly the USSR in 1991 has yielded fruitful 
results such as the major boost in the economies of the 
earlier underdeveloped nations worldwide.
The economic liberalisation started in the early 1990's 
after the collapse of the centrally-planned economies.  
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The economic liberalisation started in the early 1990's 
after the collapse of the centrally-planned economies 
worldwide majorly the USSR in 1991 has yielded fruitful 
results such as the major boost in the economies of the 
earlier underdeveloped nations worldwide. Besides no 
one has paid attention on the negative impacts that the 
opening of worldwide trade has had on such countries. 
The trade openness has created a major division within 
countries and has led to the generation of win- loss 
scenarios and regions within the countries. The process 
has impacted the poorer countries more than the 
developed and stable economies around the world .The 
need to analyse the link in trade pattern changes at the 
national level and within the country and the spatial 
inequality created has arisen due to such a drastic change.
There has been a creation of a 'core' region and a 
'periphery' region in the many countries. These core and 
periphery regions can be classified according to their 
distances from the coastal areas as in port areas of their 
countries. The example of the city of Shanghai in China to 
show the impact that this has had on near-coast cities and 
away-coast cities. The city's economy experienced a major 
boost after China economic liberalisation in 1978 and led 
to its development as a global city while the nearby areas 
which were away from coast and could not engage in any 
trade activities lagged. This created a major income 
disparity within China itself and led to large scale migration 
which led to problems within the city and other similar 
Chinese cities. Similar was the case with Mexico and India 
both of which have garnered attention for greater 
territorial division in the country. It can be finally 
concluded that international trade apart from aggregate 
benefits can also bring about negative impacts which 
spatial planners need to analyse. 

   SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT FOR 
SUSTAINABLE INDIA

- P. Snigdha,JNAFAU, Hyderabad

Economic  deve lopment  pur sued  dur ing  the 
independence movement in eighteenth & nineteenth 
century and later during the Post Independence period 
has shown up certain environmental and social 
weaknesses that are the very basis for lack of sustainability. 
This age of Globalization is increasing the division 
between the rich and the poor. It has to be steered so that it 
serves not only commercial interests but also the social 
needs of development. 
By turn of this century, it became clear that economic 
development could only lead to sustainability if it is 

decentralized, carefully planned, environmentally 
sensitive, locally-based, and focused on creation of jobs. 
Development benefits must be maximized beyond 
industrial estates and business centers, while the adverse 
impacts of development must be minimized in the 
residential areas, parks and beaches.
Global business thrives on, and therefore encourages 
imposing high levels of homogeneity in consumer 
preferences. On the other hand, for development to be 
locally appropriate and sustainable, it must be guided by 
local considerations which lie in cultural diversity and 
traditions. Therefore recognition at the policy level, for the 
significance of diversity, and the need to preserve it, is an 
important precondition for sustainable development. In 
an increasingly globalizing economy, and the developing 
countries, for want of the appropriate skills are often at a 
disadvantage in negotiating and operating multilateral 
trade agreements. Regional cooperation for capacity 
building is therefore necessary to ensure their effective 
participation in all stages of multilateral trade.
An integrated and strategic approach with the local 
governments' role as a service provider, its regulatory & 
legislative powers, and its internal economic policies can 
have a remarkably positive effect on economic activities 
and development towards the improvement of socio-
economic quality, hence achieving sustainability. The 
three core elements of sustainable development are:
1. Environmenta l  cons idera t ions  must  be 
entrenched in economic policy-making. 
2. Sustainable development must incorporate an 
inescapable commitment to social equity.
3. Development must not simply mean growth. It 
must incorporate both, qualitative as well as quantitative 
improvement.
Thus sustainable development must be different from the 
economic development of the past and there must be a 
pro-active strategy to develop sustainability, its benefits 
must last well into the next generation and beyond, for a 
sustainable nation.

NON MOTORISED TRANSPORT- NEED 
OF THE HOUR

-Shreya Mangla, SPA D

Newspapers and magazines in today's time are all filled 
with one prominent issue of increasing environmental 
degradation and its major contributor "motorised 
transport". Pollution, scrap metal, emissions by 
manufacturing industries and numerous other 
pollutants are the main reasons of various phenomenon 
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like global warming, green house effects which are 
degrading the quality of environment and making it 
unfit for a healthy living.
There is an urgent need to switch the approach of our 
cities from motor dependent transport to the concept of 
non-motorised transport and pedestrian friendly 
spaces.  Laying emphasis on active transport is the call 
of an hour. Non-motorised Transport (NMT) has 
significant modal share in city traffic due to its 
affordability and flexibility. Efforts should to be done to 
improve its condition so that more and more people 
can benefit from it.
Active transport (also called non-motorized transport 
or NMT) refers to walking, cycling, and variants such as 
wheelchair etc. and plays important and unique roles in 
an efficient and equitable transportation system. It 
provides basic mobility, affordable transport, physical 
fitness, and enjoyment that leads to an increased social 
interaction missing in today's era, indirectly creating a 
sense of local security. This kind of transport directly 
reduces carbon footprint of the city and reduces traffic 
congestion.
Master plan talks about various guidelines for providing 
cycle tracks and footpaths on a certain hierarchy of 
roads but as seen on ground these facilities are either 
missing  or are not in a condition to be used by NMV or 
pedestrians. Safety and convenience of pedestrians and 
NMV users is an important issue. Two wheelers are 
often seen plying on these lanes putting NMT users at a 

risk in their own designated paths. More than 50 
percent of accident victims and fatalities on roads 
happen to be pedestrians, cyclists and other non-
motorised vehicles in our cities. Also, the pedestrian 
connectivity is so poor in some areas that the concept of 
neighbourhood has diminished. Places like metro 
stations and bus stands, where especially pedestrian 
waiting area should be constructed and maintained, are 
missing.
Planners have to efficiently plan the road layout of the 
city.  A separate pedestrian network plan should be 
proposed whereby the planner works out the land use- 
distance relationship and city connectivity through 
pathways and NMT lanes. By providing FOBs, 
skywalks and subways at places and providing elements 
like refuge islands and table tops; we can reduce 
pedestrian and NMT user's vulnerability to accidents 
and innovative spaces through landscaping provides a 
healthy environment where people are promoted and 
given incentives for using MNVs. Special initiatives like 
"Raahgiri day" can be brought up.
There is a need to seriously look into this topic and 
propose solutions to create cities where an individual 
will feel free to walk up or cycle to his destination. As the 
awareness towards environment friendly transport will 
increase, cycling will become a fashion and not only 
workers but people like us will also prefer cycling to our 
destination. As a planner we need to foresight future 
changes and NMT can be a major one.   

contact: +91 (124) 4002702,

Institute of Town Planners, India
4-A, Ring Road, I.P.Estate, 
New Delhi - 110002
Ph.: 23702452, 23702454, 64612462, 
64692457
Fax: 23702453

HUDCO Bhawan, Core-7-A,
India Habitat Centre, Lodhi Road,
New Delhi - 110 003
Tel: 011-24649610-23

Paryatan Bhawan, Bhadbhada Road, 
Bhopal - 462 003.
Website: www.mptourism.com
E-mail: info@mptourism.com
Fax: +91-755-2779476 / 2774289
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