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BHOPAL...City of Lakes

According to the local
folklore, Bhojtal is said to
have been built by the
Parmara Raja Bhoj during
his tenure as a king of
Malwa (1005-1055). He is
also said to have
established the city of
Bhopal to secure the
eastern frontier of his

KAMLAPATI PALACE, 1722

This palace has been named after queen
Kamlapati the widow of Nizam Shah Gond, Chief

of Ginnorgarh.
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ﬂ GOHAR MAHAL, 1820 ¢

BHOPAL GATE

Built during the reign

AN St Rl TAJ-UL MASAJID , 1850

transformed into a
memorial to
commemorate the

I N ﬂﬂ ﬂﬂ N L’, Taj-ul-Masajid" literally means

"Crown Among Mosques". It is
the largest Mosque in India.

—freedom fighters of = &

the Indian




PLANNER(S) WE BE!

Anshul Aggrawal, SPA Bhopal

Conducting surveys round the clock,
Roaming all around the block.
Trying to figure out the peak hour,
We' swayed from our homes afar.
The wind blowing through our hair,
All'is _well, though jury gives a scare!
. Have been/travelling far and wide,
For'the 'public purpose’, since it's our stride.
With inclusivity as the cornerstone of ideas we get,
| Lest, the future generations shall regret.
Juf, 3 | Standing-tall for what is right, ’
: ' Bea planners will and a planners m:ghf
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Dr. SACHITHANANDAN
PRESIDENT, ITPI

It is great to find that NOSPlan has become an inevitable part of the annual calendar into a meaningful convention in December every
year. From 2013 at Mysore to now in Bhopal for December, 2014.

Cities which have royal imprints! The XVl Annual NOSPlan, 2014 convention on "SAMAVESH" is refreshing. | am sure that it will
be a rewarding experience for planning students, whose dreams stay the future of planning of human settlements.

| send my best wishes for an eventful convention which will set the tone for future NOSPlan conventions.

Dr. Sachithanandan,
President ITPI

FIYI\ XVi Annual NOSPlan Convention



DIWAKAR S. MESHRAM
PRESIDENT EMERITUS, ITPI

It gives me immense pleasure to note that "XVI Annual NOSPlan Convention” scheduled to be held on 26"-29" December, 2014; is being
hosted by School of Planning and Architecture, Bhopal. In fact the idea of starting NOSPlan, Organisation of Students of Planning was
initiated by the Institute of Town Planners, India initially and is being followed every year since then.

2014 NOSPlan Convention has identified the theme 'City for all' which incorporates the essence of 'Samavesh' specifically the
inclusion of so far excluded in the process of planning, development and management. It is heartening to note that under Academic Events:
Development Plan - Planning Interventions the focus would be on “Accessibility in Peri-Urban Areas” while under the category of Current
Practices/ Projects/ Changes the focus would be on “Planning Regulations in 21* Century” under which the students are invited from all the
Schools of Planning, recognized by Institute of Town Planners, India to participate.

We assure the organizers of the NOSPlan and student's community of planning, that ITPl would render all the assistance for energizing
their activities and to ensure that the NOSPlan Convention, 2014 becomes the successful and memorable event.

| wish the organizers all the success in their endeavour.

oy

Diwakar S. Meshram
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SUNITA KOHLI
CHAIRPERSON, SPA BHOPAL

| am very pleased to learn that School of Planning and Architecture, Bhopal shall be hosting the XVI NOSPlan (National Organization of Students of
Planning) Convention at its campus from December 26" to 29", 2014. This congregation of budding planners, from many Planning Institutions
across the country, shall be a rare and rich opportunity for exchange of ideas amongst this student body. Such an assemblage will foster fraternity.

| am deeply enthused by the theme of the Congregation, 'City for All'.This is a very topical subject in the context of today's rapid
urbanization in India. The tales of woe, from across our cities, are several: the mushrooming of slums with insanitary conditions across cityscapes;
the inability of cities to competently handle waste disposal; increasing traffic congestion with increasing car ownerships; the insensitivity to
planning for the needs of the elderly and differently-abled people; gender discrimination; exponential growth in building footprints at the cost of
green cover. The listisinterminable...

| am sure that during this three-day NOSPlan Convention, all the students will engage in serious brain-storming sessions which will result
in pragmatic prescriptions to make our cities 'Cities for All'. Hopefully, we can convert this into a brief and well-focused Policy Paper which could be

submitted to a Competent Authority.

Regrettably, | shall be unable to attend the Convention due to urgent prior commitments. However, | look forward to the programme and
the deliberations that shall emerge from this Convention.

| convey my best wishes to all the participating students and to all the members of the Organizing Co e at SPA, Bhopal. | wish the
Convention every success. :

JaiHind.

e Seal.

Sunita Kohli

m XVI Annual NOSPlan Convention



Prof. VINOD K. SINGH

DIRECTOR, SPA BHOPAL &
PATRON XVI ANNUAL NOSPlan CONVENTION

In the last seven years since its inception, School of Planning and Architecture, Bhopal has grown to become an institute of academic
distinction in the country. Students of both undergraduate and post graduate courses have graduated in the last few years and are now
dispersed across the country and abroad, contributing to the development of the professions of architecture and planning.

The hosting of the XVl Annual NOSPlan Convention 2014, in SPA Bhopal is another bold initiative in disseminating knowledge amongst
the students of the planning discipline. The theme of the convention 'City for All' is contextual and relevant as it addresses key aspects of social
equity and justice in the planning process.

| welcome all student delegates to the campus of SPA Bhopal and hope they engage in meaningful dialogues from which will germinate
many ideas, concepts and responses and lay the foundations of innovative solutions to be implemented in days to come. | wish you all four days
full of excitement and fun in the campus of SPA and in the city of Bhopal.

| hope that SPA Bhopal will truly live up to the spirit of 'Samavesh' and succeed in creating a grand milieu of students, academicians and
professionals.

0t Coor

Prof. Vinod K. Singh

XVI Annual NOSPlan Convention m



| Prof. AJAY KHARE
MENTOR, XVI ANNUAL NOSPlan CONVENTION

It is a matter of immense pride for SPA Bhopal to host the XVI NOSPlan Convention this winter. As a new institute, and with no previous
experience of hosting a national event of this magnitude for the students of Planning, it was a huge responsibility for us. Having accepted the
challenge, we had set for ourselves very high standards of organizational efficiency to ensure the success of the event, and credit goes to our
students, faculty and staff for dedicating themselves to the cause.

It is estimated that fifty-four per cent of the world's population reside in urban areas today. Our urban planning courses are designed
to produce efficient urban managers and researches. But we need to introspect on our contribution towards making our cities 'livable’ The
quality of life in our cities is inextricably linked to the issue of equity — are our cities meant only for those who can meet the physical,
environmental and economic demands of an urban life? Is there scope for urban planners to innovate in areas like design, governance,
technology, etc., with the singular aim of ameliorating the hardships faced by the disadvantaged sections of urban society? | am hopeful that
the XVI NOSPlan Convention, with its highly relevant theme 'Cities for All', will throw up some answers to these questions.

I have no doubt that all the students participating in this event will return not just with pleasant memories of their stay at SPA Bhopal,
but will also carry in their hearts and souls the spirit of the event. The quest has begun. Let the event also begi'

%M_

Prof. Ajay Khare
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Prof. SANJEEV SINGH
ADVISOR, XVI ANNUAL NOSPlan CONVENTION

It gives me immense pleasure to note that XVl Annual NOSPlan Convention is to be held in School Of Planning and Architecture, Bhopal. It is a
great honor for SPA Bhopal to hold the XIV Annual NOSPlan convention. Being the Associate Dean of student Affairs, it was a challenging task
to take up, but we managed it amazingly. The organising committee, the volunteers and the students not just planning but also architecture
students were very keenly interested in organising this convention in SPA Bhopal.

| am sure that during these 3 days, the students from different colleges will also enjoy at our campus and the convention. | wish you all
three days of fun and excitement not just in Bhauri campus, but also in Bhopal.

| hope SPA lives up to the spirit of 'SAMAVESH' and becomes a grand success.

—;:P’*@{‘?'—"—

Prof. Sanjeev Singh
Dean Academics, ‘
SPA Bhopal. A
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| "X prot. Nikhil Ranjan Mandal
ADVISOR, XVI ANNUAL NOSPIan CONVENTION

It gives me immense pride and pleasure that students of the Planning Department of this Institute have taken the lead in organizing
NOSPLAN 2014. Sincere efforts and event management skills displayed by the core organizing team and an overall atmosphere of hard-work
and cooperation makes me confident that the event will be a grand success. | congratulate one and all associated with the event. A major part
of the SPA (B) activities have now shifted to its permanent campus at Bhauri. This is going to be the first inter-school mega-event being
organized in this campus. | am sure the event will create a lasting impression, catch the imagination amongst the student fraternity and build
up on the School's reputation. Good Luck to both the organizers and the participants.

—_—

Prof. Nikhil Ranjan Mandal
Associate Dean,
SPA Bhopal.

FYA XVi Annual NOSPlan Convention



Prof. BINAYAK CHOUDHURY
CONVENOR, XVI ANNUAL NOSPlan CONVENTION

| am immensely joyous that my students in the department of Planning have undertaken the arduous task of hosting the Maha
Kumbh of Students of Planning from all across the country. | take pride in their agility, tenacity and passion to make the Samavesh a

memorable one.
The three day event stuffed with both academic and non academic activities shall not only keep the precincts of SPA, Bhopal polyphonic,

but shall also leave behind memories to cherish in the days to come.
| call upon the participating students to share the learning they have had in their respective colleges during the last 365 days

with others reciprocally.
Let the 96 hours be enjoyed thoroughly. Let the Samavesh culminate into 'Yeh Dil Maange More'.
Wish the SPARTANS and their friends from participating colleges a spectacular SANGAM.

Trehe

Prof. Binayak Choudhury
Head, Department of Planning
SPA Bhopal.

XVI Annual NOSPlan Convention m



AYUSH UPADHYAY
NOSPIan PRESIDENT

AMRITA BHATNAGAR
NOSPIan EDITOR IN-CHIEF

Friends, firstly | would like to thank all those who have shown trust in me
and gave me the opportunity to lead their organization. | feel very proud to be part
of NOSPlan and believe that every member shares the same feeling.

To meet the aspirations of the people, lot of effort has been made by
every individual. And this long ride has sure been bumpy with its own share of
wrong turns, conflicts, criticism (both positive and negative) and occasional
breakdowns. The journey indeed has been a memorable one.

I like to thank everyone who has been a part of it, especially the council

along with the volunteers whose hard work has made the organization larger,
better and stronger.
We started with a vision of establishing our organization on international stage,
and later realized that it is a constructive process which will take few more years. It
is us, who are responsible for the way our organization works and hence it is the
duty of each and every one to help and create an environment where we can
achieve our goals. It is time we stop blaming the system and point fingers at people
in authority. Collective will and unified efforts in our goals can overcome any
obstacle and take our organization to the place we have envisioned.

| am confident; it can be achieved if we always put our best foot forward.
| wish the very best to the upcoming council and hope that they will raise the bar
to a much higher level.

Jpop

Ayush Upadhyay

| feel honored to be selected as the Editor - In- Chief by the members of
the respective unit councils, the esteemed Executive council and the Advisory
Board of the NOSPlan organization. Starting the "Editorial Cell" of NOSPlan from
scratch wasn't easy. With so many issues associated with the constitution varying
from procurement of literati works to making it not boring with texts, requesting,
pleading, begging and at times posing discretionary deadlines, | started my tenure
in the month of June, with much hoobla-hoo taking place, with a conundrum
hovering over a great range of things. | would thank the utmost important and the
immense hardworking SPA Bhopal team which has helped us to gather this entire
piece of work and have taken the magazine to such a great level.

| would also like to thank the dedicated co-council members, Ayush
Upadhyay and Shubham Aggarwal; Vipul Kumar- The 'Cool member' of the
council; Anmol Anand- with whom arguments and understanding were the
easiest, and who is such a clear hearted, honest and hardworking person, Imran sir,
our representative of the advisory board, who is always cool as an ice berg, my
graphic editor- Phanindra, for always doing the graphics in the time, associate
editors who have lived through the hell that | provided them, because that's what
helps us in achieving higher standards. The great efforts put in by everyone, be it
the executive council, the SPA Bhopal team or my editorial team, working with you
people was a great experience in itself.
Thank you all UC members of the respective colleges, and all the members of the
Organization!

Amrita Bhatnagar

m XVI Annual NOSPlan Convention



SHUBHAM AGGARWAL
NOSPlan WEB MANAGER

VIPUL SHARMA
NOSPIan TREASURER

| clearly remember working endlessly with other executive council members for XV
Annual Convention, trying our best to make the convention a success. The imagery
of those never ending days & nights is well alive in my mind & cannot be forgotten.
It feels as if only few days have passed, but the end of this year will mark two years
of my involvement with the organization. The time passed-by with number of ups
and down in the Organization, some for good and others for a lesson.
Unfortunately, we lost some of our dearest friends during the journey whose
contribution can never be forgotten but only remembered & appreciated.

After the success of XV Annual NOSPlan Convention, this time we had more
members working closely with us to get the things on right track & with collective
efforts things turned out much better than before. It gave me immense pleasure to
work for continuous progress of our organization & | would like to inform that we
added dozen of new member colleges in the last two years. Much needed tweaking
was done at the grassroots level & new initiatives were taken this year to make
organization better.

Major changes took place in the website right from designing to functioning, an
attempt was made to provide an enriched user experience to make the website more
interactive. Also, the focus shifted towards capturing the potential of social
networking sites which will reach the larger audience, making it easier to connect
with us. Some features are in process of being incorporated to unleash the full
potential of website & provide you with more valuable resource.

| cherish every moment of my involvement with the fellow planners from all over
the country, striving hard to make NOSPlan better than ever before. Being a member
of executive council & working in a team taught a number of valuable lessons &
provided some of the unforgettable memories.

With the end of this year, | can confidently say that the number of "ups"
outperformed the “downs" in the organization & once again we are heading towards
excellence to make NOSPlan & Planning profession better!

.wgﬁ

Shubham Aggarwal

First of all, | would like to thank Imran Basha, Satwik Mudgal and my fellow
classmates for giving me the opportunity to handle the accounts section for the
organization. Though, | was actively involved with the organization before
taking up the post of National Treasurer, being a core member of Executive
Council made me strive to work even harder and perform beyond my comfort
zone.
As the organization was struggling with some financial management issues like
Auditing of accounts, account books and other legal and administrative duties, it
was a great responsibility for me to discharge the functions diligently and with
utmost care so as to cover these issues and come up with a sound financial
management system. | feel proud to state that in support of the Advisory Board,
the Executive Council and the appointed CA, the organization has come up with
a sound system for regular & precise maintenance of the accounts.
And seriously, after being with NOSPlan for almost 3 years, | have learned a lot
from it. This is one of the best platform to interact with budding future planners
from all over the country. Networking, social skills, professional experience,
personality development, alumni networking, organization and management
skills, one definitely gets to learn all these things if one chooses to perform your
duties and tasks positively.

Being a student, we are always over loaded with studios, submissions,
presentations and hanging out with friends and you are busy writing letters for
NOSPlan!

Lastly, | would like to thank, Ayush (President), Amrita Bhatnagar (Editor-In-
Chief) and Shubham Aggarwal (National Web Manager) and respective Unit
Council Members. It was great working with you all and we gave our best to take
this organization to a higher level.

Hope we will have an amazing convention in SPA Bhopal. Good luck to all.

ot~

Vipul Sharma

XVI Annual NOSPlan Convention ZR1I]



P 5 ANMOL ANAND
«‘ NOSPIan GONVENTION OFFICER

It started with a first-of-its-kind chat with the editor of this magazine, which went
something like this:

Her: Hey Anmol, when are you submitting your write-up for the magazine?

Me (confused and excited): | have to write?!!

Her: Obviously. Do make it on time.

Me: But main likhunga kya? | am not good at writing.

Her: | don't know. But you have to write something, you know, being the Convention
Officer and all.

Me: Oh. Okay. Will surely write something. Give me some time.

| had no damn idea about what to write. Nothing. Nada. Zero. Blank. Utterly clueless.

And then one day, out of the blue, inspiration struck. Lines came flowing out of me (I'm
not the Convention Officer for nothing, you know!).

Being the Convention Officer is like

being the Bride's father,

because the convention becomes your daughter's marriage;
being Bakrid's goat,

because you will be slaughtered anyway;

being a street dog as well as an owl,

because you learn to live like that;

being Butter Chicken,

because everyone wants to eat you up;

being Huggies,

because you have to prevent that shit from flowing out;
being a Beggar,

because everyone makes you beg for the delegation fee;
being a Student,

because you cannot forget your studies;

being a Supervisor,

because your team is your strength; and

being Human,

because humans make mistakes and so do you.

Okay, maybe the above write-up was also a mistake!

On a serious note, hosting the convention was my dream from the first year, which finally
came true after three long years. After attending the XIV Annual Convention in Delhi, | was
elected as the Unit Coordinator for the next one in Mysore, in which | was very much
involved. Then, almost 3 months later, in March, | suddenly got a call by the National Web
Manager, Mr. Shubham Agarwal (Shout out to this guy for his efforts towards running the
Organization. You are amazing at it!), asking, “Can you arrange an NCM in your institute? It
was scheduled to be in MANIT and due to some problems they cannot host and all the tickets
are booked for Bhopal.” | was like, "Okay, let me ask my faculty.” The very next day, after
getting permission from our faculty (who are awesome, by the way), it was all fixed. We
arranged an NCM and discussions happened as usual. Nobody was confirmed for hosting the
next convention and | was all excited about it. | had discussed with our Director sir a couple
of times earlier about hosting the convention, but things couldn't get going because we had
infrastructure issues, and being in a transit campus, we didn't have much of a choice
ourselves. | convinced myself not to get my hopes up. Three months later, while sitting in my
office for my summer internship, | again got a call from the same person, and this time, it was
like Diwali came early. He goes, “You know what, SPA Bhopal is hosting the next convention,
it's confirmed”, and | was like, “Haha, you're drunk. Stop joking." After some serious
insistence on his part, it finally hit me. Barely able to keep in my glee, | came to the college a
month later, and was called in by the faculty on the first day, telling me that we will be
hosting this year's NOSPlan Convention. That moment was the corner stone for it all. And
after that, it has been a roller coaster ride with my team. Online NCM. October NCM.
Editorial meets. Teaser. Convention Logo. #100days Facebook posts. Event Brief. Team Work.
Invitations. Day and night. Doubts and clarifications. Chief Guest. Fights. Sponsorship. T
Shirts. Magazine. Sanchi. Transport. Food. DJ. And a thousand other things that gave me
millions of memories to cherish.

Well, this was my story, straight from the heart. If | could do it all again, | wouldn't
do it any different. Here's hoping nothing goes too wrong and the organization gains more
and more strength in the coming years. Long Live NOSPlan! Cheers!
P.S. Any further doubt/clarification/query kindly mail at “nosplanspab@gmail.com"

Fdoraad

Anmol Anand
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IMRAN BASHA
| ADVISORY BOARD
Pl XVI ANNUAL NOSPlan CONVENTION

Dear Friends,

Firstly | would like to congratulate the current Council members and other active members for putting their best efforts and bringing out this successful
convention.

To give an idea for new planning students, NOSPlan is the only Organisation working successfully for students of planning along with organising National
Convention which is the only platform currently in India where students of planning come, interact, showcase their abilities and participate and collaborate with
planning students from other college from different states. This is true because of NOSPlan Organisation I'm here as an Advisory Board Member and | have learnt
many things, interacted and made many friends from different colleges outside SPA, Delhi, without NOSPlan this might have not been possible. | have been actively
involved and associated with NOSPlan and planning for 7 years and | promise that | shall continue in future too. In these 7 years of association | had seen many
changes and improvements in NOSPlan Organisation, and improvements are more significant from past 2 years as we could get active and more responsible
members working for NOSPlan, | would congratulate all the members who have contributed to it and still contributing.

| suggest current and new members to work and be associated with NOSPlan out of personal interest rather than for posts as you know that your work and
responsibilities defines the post but the vice versa is not true.

| thank each and everyone who has kept faith in me and my abilities as an Advisor to NOSPlan Organisation and giving me this opportunity to convey my

message.
Finally | advice everyone enjoy your convention, learn new things, make new friends, and carry back new experiences. All the best!!

Imran Basha

XVI Annual NOSPlan Convention m



The event has been named “Samavesh” which signifies integration and amalgamation. It

thus stands for the coming together of ideas, approaches and people in the effort to build

a more equitable, economically strong and democratic society. Societies for future should

be organized such that they become inclusive, self-sustaining and progressive. The logo \\.//

shows people holding hands over a city skyline which represents “Social equity”. The
green colour shows sustainability, balance, harmony and growth. It also
symbolizes self-respect and well-being. The circle is the symbol of

integrity and completeness.
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“= THE “DEVELOPMENT” OF
"SMART CITIES

— A Critique
'.,..-Ar Ipsita Shee
Faculty, Amity Noida

i W \
gt is'a Smart City?

.

SMmart cities can be loosely defined
5 cifies where Information and
o] mUmcohon Technologies (ICTs)
the sustainable and
cjevelopmen’r of the cities.
] are envisaged fo be
environmenfqlly sustainable,
efficiently planned with  robust
physical and social infrastructure -
Qchieved and expedifed by the use
: of information technology. It s
“steadily becoming one of the most
=debated, discussed and dissected
“opics in the field of urban planning
feday and has gained much
popularity since the PM's grand
promis€ of building 100 smart cities
across the cowuntry. Budget 2014
promises to dllocate 7000 crore as
\ seed money for the afore
mentioned plan.

The concept of a smart city
seems fo be appeding and
attractive. A city which assists its
daily Jcommuters with real time

information about the fraffic
r % scenarios, provides a safer, crime

“  free environment for its citizens by
automated lighting systems,
promises uninfterrupted supply of

utility services like water and power
and provides adequate job
opportunities by offering complete
access to information, is surely a
city to strive for. In simpler ferms, @
smart city means a better city with
improved Quality of Life (Qol) for
ifs citizens.

What are the issues?

However, delving a little deeper
info the concept unearths some
fundamental issues/concerns.

Is it possible to have a standard
definition of a smart city?
Converting an existing Indian city
intfo a smart city entails adopting a
completely different approach
than building a completely new
smart city. Converting ancient
cities like Varanasi or Hyderabad
info  smart cifies require a
complete understanding of the
ethos and the culture of these
cities. The process can't be
congruous to building a swanky
new fechnologically driven smart
city along the DMRC. The narrow
lanes with piles of tfangled
overhanging cables in North
Kolkata, cramped bye lanes of
Chandni Chowk in old Delhi, the
crowded street shops in the walled
city of Jaipur.

Can they be converted into smart
neighborhoods in ways similar to the
TQIIT towers of Gurgaon? Probably
not.

How big can a smart city become?
What wil be the optimum
population of a smart citye The
current experiments with smart cities
in India have been at the
neighborhood level at best.
Converting megalopolises like Delhi,
Mumbai info smart cities will have to
first begin with solving massive
problems of rural to urban migration
and the burgeoning burden of
population explosion in these cifies.

What will be the cost of
technology¢ Can this be the only
direction of development for our
future cities? In a couniry where
more than half of the city’s
population often lives in slums, will
making the cifies smart lead to
problems of unaffordability and
gentrification? Will we end making
our cities unsustainable for the
urban poor?

We must aim to make our cities
livable and healthy, safe and
affordable for all its citizens, rich and
poor. Technology or otherwise,
ensuring Inclusive development s
only way our cities will become
smart.
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CITY FOR ALL
-Inclusive planning

Prashanti Rao
Faculty SPA- Vijayawada

With the advent of terms like new ur-
banism from the 1980s — promising
the revival of lost art, which in turn
helps a city by giving it an identity of
historical importance, inclusion and
exclusion as to how and where this
revival happens an unanswered
question. Inclusive planning hand in
hand with new urbanism might as
well lift the doubts off of a common
man's mind as to where in that big
city he stands.

While India has been taking con-
siderable steps in this regard, what
we lack is proper participation and
cognitive thinking in terms of what
we have which could be used
rather than thinking of what is re-
quired.

Inclusive Planning - leading to a
proper reformed growth might as
well give a new perspective to a city
in all aspects. This in relation with
participatory planning intensifies the
provision of glory to a particular city,
it being built by people having a
sense of ownership to their surround-
ings, not being under the pressure of
social exclusion in terms of location
form and function. Like being done
in Chennai, are we considering the
eunuchs? Providing them separate
facilities so that they could live in
harmony with us2

Few questions still leftf unan-
swered like “"are we considering
marginalised population?g

Are we taking their stance or opin-
ion on the way they want their city
to be? Are we redlly including both
the best and underlying parts of our
society? Are the bright academi-
cians, students and social activists
being given an opportunity to voice
their right in the process of plan
ir:necztlcil?gg? Are we readlly making cities
or allg”

All of this might seem to be a chal-
lenge but if effectively addressed,
this could be a replica for the cities
worldwide. Wishes and dreams
when Iimplemented In the right
manner solely for the benefit of
people could create a wonderful
society.

CITY FOR ALL

Shameer Deshkar
Faculty V.N.I.T Nagpur

What is “city for all¢ Is “city for all’ a
realitye Can there be a “city for all"2
Are the cifies really approaching to-
wards achieving a city which would
cater to needs of all the people?
Are we moving in the right path to
structure a city addressing the burn-
ing issues of inequality, pollution,
global warming, poverty, lack of
education, efc.222 These thoughts
always provoke endless questions...!
“Cities don't discriminate, people
do."” The world is currently engulfed
in the waves of financial, economic,
environmental, social and political
crises. With the developing view, the
expectations from a city changes
from the basic demands such as en-
abling safety, ensuring food, aiming
for accommodating all and en-
hancing employment to the con-
temporary concepts of liveable
cities, sustainable cites and recently

PC: Rupsa Chakraborti, SPA, Bhopal

As the world moves into the urban
age, the dynamism and intense vi-
tality of citles become even more
prominent. A fresh future is taking
shape with urban areas around the
world becoming not just the domi-
nant form of habitat for humankind,
but also the engine-rooms of
human development as a whole.
This ongoing evolufion can be seen
as yet another assertion, albeit on a
larger scale, of the time-honoured
role of cities as centres of prosperity.

From the tfime when the human so-
ciety civilised, people congregate
in cities to readlize aspirations and
dreams, fulfil needs and furn ideas
into realities. Prosperity in this broad-
er, organic sense franscends
narrow economic success fo en-
compass a socially broad based,
balanced and resilient type of de-
velopment that combines tangible
and more infangible aspects. Taken
in this mulfi-dimensional sense,
urban prosperity tightens the links
between individuals and society
with their everyday environment,
i.e., the city itself.

Standing in the 21st century, we
need our cities to be such where
people of all gender, cast, colour
and creed can live, survive and
lead their life satisfactorily. “City for
all” should address to every rising
questions and provide opportunifies
and approaches of growth and
living to the enfire community
equally. Amidst multiple challenges
that cities faces today, a more gen-
eral understanding of the need to
harness the fransformative dynam-
ics and potentials which, 1o varying
degrees, characterize any city any-
where in the world.
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Physical Planning in India:
What are the new directions?
Nikhil Ranjan Mandal

Professor and Asso. Dean, SPA Bhopal

Changesin Planning Approaches
In events like NOSPLAN, quite often,
one explores the possibilities of new
directions for the overall domain of
physical planning. Historically, one
has seen a gradual transition from
the broad domains of public health
engineering to land use planning to
inclusion of sociological
approaches. Approaches change
with change in societal concerns. To
examine the issue of changing
approaches in planning, let us
consider only urban areas and
parficularly cities. More than half the
world's population lives in towns and
cities and this proportion will rise to
nearly two thirds by 2030. Today we
have a large number of issues
commonly recognized in the
developed world as the major urban
issues, which include, inter-alia;
-Equity and urban poverty
reduction
-Balancing economic growth
and need for environmental
sustainability
-Adaptability to Climate
change
-Reducing social exclusion
and coping with conflicts
-Good Governance and
empowering communities
Improving urban service

delivery.

The list above is not exhaustive bur
only indicative. We may add other
concerns such as 'New Urbanism’,
concept of Smart cities and urban
competitiveness etc., and the list will
go on expanding with additions
from sociological, technological
and economic perspectives.

Scenarioin Developed World

In the developed or industrialized
world one notices a certain level of
population growth stabilization. The
planners, administrators and policy
makers are more concerned with
improving quality of city life rather
than addressing issues of large scale
expansion of infrastructure in cities
that would be otherwise necessary
with population explosion. It is no
wonder, today, planning activities
there focus on the issues mentioned
above for improving the quality of
the built environment and the
approaches adopted and research
undertaken commensurate with
suchissues.

Indian Context

However then, the questions more
pertinent to us emerge. Planners in
India are more concerned with
expanding the infrastructure
available right now, as every year,
cities are adding more and more to
its population and there is a rising
need for various services. We have,
on .one hand, large new additions
largely from rural and semi-urban
areas forwhom alower

level service would make them

happy as they come from service
deficient areas, while on the other,
another group, who are well
travelled and aspire for a life with
city facilities and services similar to
that found in the developed world.
With meager resources one
attempts to caterto both the type of
needs, one largely subsidized while
the other paid for. This begins adding
to socialinequity and conflicts.

Whichway ahead?

What, then, should be the new
directions for planning in India? Is
there arightful process of addressing
any of the above concerns
adequately in the physicals plans
that we makee Master plans hardly
address issues of climate change,
environmental sustainability, and
urban competitiveness; while some
programmes / schemes are in place
for poverty reduction and
community empowerment. Some
smart city planning exercises are
currently in progress.

In the given circumstances, one
wonders what new course our
master plan making process should
take. While one may proffer many
suggestions but it is imperative that
experts and policy makers sit down
and discuss the way forward.
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Cultural planning and GCreative
citiesinindia

Raghavendra Kattimani

SPA, Bhopal

Culture is referred as “cultivation of
the soul”. When we look back into
the history, remains of any
civilizations are the cultural footprints
they have left behind. Without
culturalidentity there is no civilization
or civilized community. Culture
changes with fime and space.

In Indian cities, do we have any
policies that include these cultural
aspectsin urban spatial planning?

As these decades were
characterized by new urban social
movement, it is the time in India to
give greater political and cultural
autonomy to the grassroots and use
cultural policy as a tool to enhance
community building and induce
creativity. In India, cultural activities
are not integrated with spatial
planning. It has always been
neglected for centuries that culture
is the driving force of any community
or settlement or acity.

As Lewis Mumford says “Cities
are the theatre of social action and
social drama”, some cities are built
on their own history of diverse arts,
culture andscience. Idea of cultural
plan is to develop such cities or a
region as a unique creative
community and a destination of arts,
science and culture that enriches
the lives of citizens, visitors serving as

an economic engine. Cultural
activities transform and induce
Cre QiNENNASCIEINN N o v ationy
innovation drives economy.

The idea of cultural planning in
modern worldis a very recentone. In
the early 908 I@@®Concept took
shape in European cities after which
Municipalities of some of the cities
like Barcelona, Paris, and Rome
prepared cultural plans, followed by
American cities.

So to conclude Cultural plan
could be a process of inclusive
community consultation and
decision making that helps local
government identify cultural
resources and integrate
community's cultural resources into
a wide range of local government
planning activities and help build
city as a creative city.

Periodic Review of Master Plan
for Delhi

Smiley Grover

GNDU, Amritsar

Delhi-being the capital of India - has
a lot of migration and floating
population for which planning is @
must. |Ifs growth ‘needs to be
confrolled through various policies
and agencies for planned growth
and development. The master plan
for Delhi is ohe of the most
comprehensive and detailed
documents which needs to be

reviewed periodically for checking
the applicability, and taking up
timely objections for minute
detailing and changes in master
plan - as per requirement of people
and in coordination with other
agencies responsiblesfor
development.

In the 5 year term, the Master Plan for
Delhi is the first master plan being
reviewed in India which gives the
flaws arising in comprehensive
planning and its acceptance by the
public. The various aspects of master
plan have been amended i.e.
relating to population, shelter, trade
and commerce, social infrastructure
and development code. A new
chapter on land policy has been
g@ded Wp S ccd UpEihe
development of housing to bridge
the gap between supply and
demand forhousing.

Studying the problems and
suggestions of public and
government bodies gives a broad
picture of the problems that are to
be faced for a long term plan and
the need for its review on periodic
basis. The public participation and
suggestions of other agencies
working in National Capital Territory
are taken as essential part of review
process, which gives the path to
development as per need and
aspirations of society as well as in
coordination with other agencies,
respectively.

PC- Shivam Gupta, SPA Delhi
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PLANNING BEYOND
CITIES

Anusha Matam & Swarna Duit
SPA, Bhopal

While contemplating on internship
options for 2nd Summer Internship,
we wanted to have a different
experience (I know everyone
thinks the same while selecting
firms), but we were adamant on
this aspect. So the search began.
We started exploring different rural
development based NGO's and
ended up with lIRD (Integrated
Institute of Rural Development)
situated in Shimla. Well frankly the
reason for choosing this NGO was
its location. Infernship in summer
capital of India, who would say a
nol!ll But we never knew these 2
months would be such a roller
coaster ride for us.

Working in rural development
related organization was a great
experience for us as

' rgroduo’re students of
. It provided us with the

ity to understand the

a of rural areas. An

ield work in

snvironment

eautiful

A great amalgamation of social and
physical planning was witnessed
along with exploration of new
dimensions and visions laid down by
a professional rural based
organization. The rural level surveys,
the ftfraining programmes  of
livelihood, getting acquainted with

real time management system
(using digital pens), understanding
various rural level schemes and

policies; these were a big booster
and have broadened our
knowledge beyond the realm of
Urban Planning.

Anyone working or studying in the
field related to planning is most likely
familiar with ‘rural development’. But
mind it. We are JUST familiar. So isn't
it our moral obligation to work for
real India i.e. Rural Indiag2?

RURBANISATION

Hardik N. Chanchad,
APIED, Vidhyanagar.

Rurbanisation means
‘Big Villages’
urban feel

Rurban

urbar

Economic diversification  and
financial flow thus gets catalyzed
as industries and capital
investment expands to rurban
centers spreading the seeds as well
as benefits of development.

The key issues driving Rurbanisation,
therefore, are lack of basic
infrastructure in the rural centers,
and financial dependence of
Panchayati Raj Institutions.

The efforts to rurbanise have been
focused towards development of
“Rurban Centre” and “Rurban
Clusters” which are defined as:
Rurban Centre: All taluka
headquarters with village
panchayats or all non urban taluka
headquarters and all village
panchayats having population of
10,000 or more.

Rurban Cluster: Rurban cluster is
usually a group of villages within 15
km influence zone of Rurban
Centers and caters to a population

of 50,000 and above. ]
Key objectives in the

of Rurban Centers
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BOOMBURBS

Sejal Mathur
COE, Pune

The near double digit growth in
India, as in China, is bringing in ifs
wake, migrants of people, both
highly skilled as well as unskilled,
from the hinterland to urban
centers. India now has nearly 400
million people living in urban areas,
having added 50 million in the last
decade alone.

This wave of growth is impacting
how cities are expanding and new
cities are being erected, both by
design and by accident. To
address this growth, the
government is planning to build
new cities, both next to existing
ones and at ‘greenfield’ locations -
as growth in megacities is spilling
over to their suburbs and the
inherent deficiencies in planning or
the lack of if, in existing cities are
only gefting exaggerated. In the
US, such real estate development
has been christened ‘boomburbs’.
Boomburbs have come to signify
large, fast growing areas which,
while not originally planned as
cifies attain the scale and vibrancy
of cifies.

Traditionally, cities originated from
central, densely populated urban
coressand . gradu@ily = grew
outward. Boomburbs, in contrast,
started off as large, spread-out,
low-density places that are now
beginning 1o develop into
high-density centers.

PC: Nandita Suman, SPA, Bhopal

They have emerged in the wake of
higher cost of living, congestion and
lack of open spaces in cities, liferally
pushing away any new
development on the fringes of
city-limits.

In the Indian context, several suburbs
have grown out of the shadows of
existing centers such as Gurgaon
and Noida next to Delhi and Thane
and Navi Mumbai, next to Mumbai.
Also, Dehradun for instance,
although not mililon plus in
population, fits the definition of
Boomburbs, considering its growth.
These centers are, in fact, driving the

growth of manufacturing and
services sectors in  the Indian
economy.

HISTORICAL PRESERVATION

AND URBAN PLANNING
- A review of Jaipur Planning

Kajal Sharma
ASAP, Noida

Historical cities nowadays have
become a major concern for urban
planners for the redevelopment,
renewal of inner cities areas and
mainfaining the historical fabric of
the cities. The expansion of new
cities and the development of the
urban and rural areas have
previously made the historical cities
to take a back seat for development
in the new world. The focus for the
development of the cifies is on the
integral approach where economy,

fechnology, social and culfural
factors and relevant laws are
considered to be of equadl

significance for the city. The city is
seen fo be the one which provides
the best possible living conditions
for ifs citizens and achieves the
balance between modern
development patterns and frends,
and the historical heritage.

Renovation of old structures often
provides a reasonable economic
solution because it offers new but
specific possibilities for housing,
hotels and business centers. Let us

take for example, the walled city of

Jaipur. The development of Jaipur

has marked the reuse of some |

historical valuable structures info
hotels and restaurants as well some

in house factories. Jaipur, however,

faces various problems of parking, |
traffic jams, traffic congestion, air
and noise  pollution.
problems can be rectified by a
proper land use plan. The historical
sustainability of Jaipur City can be
aftained by various urban planning
practices with the view of the
historical city development and
sngincble development of the
city.

Renewal and redevelopment is an
economic category and that s
why the problem must be
approached as the same which
implies the rafional use of land,
building lots, infrastructure, and
other resources. Linking the cultural
and historical values fto the
economic aspects of
redevelopment provides the basis
for a successful action.

- al NO
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PEDAL POWER

Anmol Anand
SPA, Bhopal

Cycle - an affordable alternative
to other modes and hitherto the
most friendly tfransportation mode
has seen a drastic decline in users
of today’s generation. It can be a
boon for today’s urban scenario
as it can help in decongestion of
roads, in reducing the pollution
level and is a healthy alternative
for transit.

The way today’s generation
looks towards cycling is an
alarming situation because not
only their mindset but their habits
have also changed. Down the
years, usage of cycle has seen a
decline as mode of travel. Also
today’s generation has
developed a notion that cycle is
a mode for the poor and unsafe.
The problem does not end here
but is perpetuating since no
major measures have been taken
fo promote and safeguard
cycling in the past. The major
reason behind the decrease in
the use of cycles as a mode of

tfravel is absence of required
infrastructure and services which
lead to unsafe fravel.
Infrastructure and services go
hand Ig! hand where
infrastructure incorporates
dedicated cycle lanes, cycle
signals (at  crossings), cycle

stands, efc and services are
defined as public cycles, docking
stations, etc.

So there are few questions which
arise from the current scenario:
Can’t we just change our habits and
atfitude?

Can’'t we just have infrastructure and
services for this mode?2 As this is the
most environment friendly mode.
Can't we just invest on theme As it
requires a fraction of the current
investments.

Can't we just make it a mode of
travel for all and not just for the
captive users?

Can’'t we just innovate and plan for
this mode?

Can’'t we just enhance public
transport connectivity? As it can be
the most sustainable feeder service.
Can’t we just be simple?¢

Can’t we just think rationale

Can’t we just have equitye

BEHIND THE FACADE

Shrabana Das
SPA, Bhopal

| keep hearing and reading about
the development schemes being
floated every now and then. After a
while, | find they have either failed
or are scam ridden. At the same
time, | hear about ‘happy’ countries
like Bhutan and Ausiralia. Albeit
Australia being a developed nation
where spiritual and physical plea-
sures go hand in hand, | cannot
help but wonder. If a simple yet
geographically challenged little
nation like Bhutan can be so con-
tent, what is wrong in my country,
Indiae

As a student of Planning, | am
quick to blame the conflict be-
tween schemes and governance.
While | sing the National Anthem
highlighting the unity in diversity of
India, | am aware of pardllel re-
volts in states who do not agree.
We hide behind the facade of
having a high number of billion-
aires and a steadily rising GDP to
prove development, yet women
get physically manhandled while
afttending nature’s call in the field
due to no provision of toilets at
home. We have elaborate
schemes and proposals hailed by
eminent Planners and Economists,
yet the common people deny
knowledge about them. While
one state respects matriarchal so-
ciety, female feticide is rampant
in another. While the caste atroci-
ties force the reservation limit to
rise, the brains of the country
leave India to find a suitable
future elsewhere.

It is easy to say it is all about the
mindset. It is easy to say the gov-
ernment is responsible for every-
thing. But, if the settlement be-
haves the way the Planner pre-
dicts it to, we have a huge re-
sponsibility. If our proposals do not
connect with the people or gives
crime another step to climb, we
have to start analyzing the gap
between the Planning and the
Governance. India is our country;
she relies on us for her pride.
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A PLACE FOR NO WOMAN

Shefali Parashar
Alumnus, SPA Delhi

“Eyes staring and leering at me,
measuring every part of my body,
was my welcome note to the area.
For a second | actually considered
covering myself with whatever | had.
In this case a dupatta. And yet those
eyes succeed in undressing you just
with their stares. All this fime | was
bound to not react to anything
because | was merely an observer. |
didn't have fo bring attention fo
myself. So | continued walking.
Wrapped in a dupatta where none
of my body parts, hot even my face
was visible and yet they stared and
some even made quirky remarks
requesting me fo ‘please’ them.
And yet | kept walking.

lgnoring all the eyes around me, |
walked faster unfil | reached a
familiar place. After a while | met a
group of young girls, barely in high
school and their words shocked me
to the core. | had expected some
school talks, about holidays'
homework and the games they play
but when they spoke they couldn't
stop talking about the kind of ‘eve
teasing’ they face daily. My shock
was not just imited to the age group
| was talking to but the level of
harassment they faced and
knowledge they had on sexual
harassment happening in their area.

Although it gave me a sense of pride
related to the awareness of the little
girls, there was also a finge of
sadness that they had issues like this
while their main worries should have
been finishing their  school
assignments or forming BFF groups.”

The above text is an account of
my many field visits to an
unauthorised colony in East Delhi
where | had worked on women'’s
safety concerns for a few months.
The fact that this experience s
relatable with any woman who
reads this and not just in an
unauthorised colony but most urban
spaces we use, is a sad reality of our
cities. Some blame the culture,
some blame the mind-sets and
some blame badly designed spaces
while some blame chow-mien,
mobile phones and jeans.

Long ago, the patriarchal society
had divided spaces for males and
females based on their contributions
to the society. The females were
meant fo ‘belong' to the private
space since they were fthe
caretakers of the family. The males
owned the public space because of
their bread earning roles. Over
years, the roles have changed but
alas, the society forgot to change

its division of space. The
presence of a woman is sfill
questioned in a public space
and events such as so cdlled
harmless ‘eve fteasing’ and
harassment are the ways of
dealing with this abomination by
those who support this ideology.
How is a person supposed fo say
“this is my city” when he/she
can't even walk without fear in
it? How as ‘city planners' are we
giving a city to half of its
populafion who is afraid fo go
out after dark?

Violence and assault against
women is not just an individual or
sexual crime. It has become a
power oriented statement for
aggression and gender
persecution which hugely reflect
the degraded and objectified
role of women in the society. It
saddens me that a society that
worships goddesses is the same
one that uses such ways to
dominate their own women. The
hunger for power and being in
confrol has gone ftoo far fo be
accepted as a normal regime.
Indeed, a place for no woman.

3 \h_.l /
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CREATION OF CREATIVE
CITIES

Avleen Kaur Saroya
GNDU, Amritsar

“There is no doubt that creativity is
the most Important human
~ resource of all. Without creativity,
there would be no progress, and
we would be forever repeating the
same patterns.” Edward de Bono

The creative city concept
describes a new method of
strategic  urban planning and
examines -how people can think,
plan and dact creatively in the city.
It explores how we can make our
cities more liveable and vital by
harnessing people's Imagination
and talent. Most of us sense that
where we live could be a better
place. Many of us are aware of
places that show how cifies can
be made more humane and
productive. Credtive solutions and
planning techniques are required
for the creafion of sustainable and
liveable cities.

Makers have a choice between
old methods or innovatfion.
Undoubtedly, for most of the part,
old approaches do not work. We
cannot  solve  21st  century
problems with 19th century
mind-sets, while the dynamics of
cities and the world urban system
has changed dramatically.
Creativity is the innovation for
creafing employment or applying
technology and unleashing the skill
of youth and elderly.

The creative city is a call for action
because the 21st century s a
century of cities; creativity is the
lifeline for cities. The creative city
outlines fundamental changes
oceurring in the city at every level.

Creative fown initiative is a right-way
forward. It is important to find out
how government can work best with
private enterprises and NGOs and
how links between formal and
informal networks can be fostered to
produce the best results. It's more
about unleashing the role of
technology in developing a creative
City«Creative cities argue for all that
changes primifive mind-sets leading
to fresh urban possibilities.

PLANNING'FOR TOURISM
= A Fallow Sector in India

Kishmita Arora
GNDU, Amritsar

I discern a country with 30 world
heritfage sites, 25 bio-geographical
zones, 1 bilion domestic fravellers,
6.97 million foreign tourists
(2012-2013), 18.13 bilion USD in
foreign exchange earnings and
where tourism contributes 6.8% of
GDP. It's none other than
INCREDIBLE INDIA. A country which is
16th most visited couniry in the
world, creating dependency on
existing infrastructure. Consequently
the role of a planner becomes
imperative in such a state. Tourism
Planning is a disfinct field of study

which is an impending practice,
but is reflected as a fallow sector in
India. Every city in our couniry
highlights diverse categories of

tourism such as rural, medical,
educational, religious,
conventional, provocative  or
recreational.

Although numerous approaches
have been developed in general
planning, e.g integrated,
interactive, collaborative,
bottom-up etc., a liierature review
of tourism showssthat not many
authors have, been concerned
with  tourism  planning. Our
country's tourism industry is at a
stage where the number of tourists
incoming the cifies is increasing
and the facilities for fourists are
unsatisfactory. This highlights the
errors in planning process and how
well tourism is cohesive in our
planning processes.

As d planner we should be well
aware of the limitations of a
particular fourist desfinafion 'so as
to avoid its interference With the
local public. Regardless of the
study of region, ‘@ “suitable
approach matching the area is fo
be used taking info consideration
the number of tourist spots, nafure
of facilities available, holding
capacity of the city and “the
frequency of tourist visit. This will
help in making the planning
process two-way and more
comprehensive in nafure. To
conclude, collaborafive  and
inclusive fourism plans should be
formulated to hoist our fourism
industry, because it is well adage in
INDIA “ Ha"
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Ot -
disability as'e
Universal desig

architecture movemer

framed fo provide accessibi

all the people or users in a built up
environment, Although it talks only
in terms of physical disabilities & on
a much smaller scale, it can be
implemented on a macro scale,
such as a city.

To support this, to sensitize the
students and other fraternity
members, ‘City for All' has been
coined the ftheme for the 1éth
Annual NOSPLAN convention. In
2013, the Berkeley undergraduate
architecture essay writing
competition was floated with the
same theme; asking whether the
buildings in our city are accessible
to all or not.

| participated in it, feaming up
with a fellow batch mate from
architecture and made it fo the
semifinals of the competition. It
was while doing the research for
the same that | realized that while
planning. we never take anything
of this kind into account. Basic
questions llke these can be
forwarded by everyone, where
everyone can walk with a sense of
security and self confidence
irespective of being constantly
confronted about their origins,

PC: Shalaka Dubey, SPA Bhopal

frain se
this. With a rider: '

every day, people ery strato
of society, ifestyles
board the e frain, stand in
gueue and v for It. It is that
sfruggle that s them. | fruly
believe th ’ uch simple yet
effective ¢ an bring the
city togeft it accessible
to everyone

=

DECLINING
— Treasuring the

Garima Pal
SPA, Bhopal

Before the advent of shopping maills,
market places were much vibrant
than fo what it is now. The
dominance of shopping malls over
market places is such that footfall for
market places Is decreasing. The
shopping malls have intercepted the
traditional marketplace culture and
dre Instrumental In shiffing the
consumer behaviour in urban areas.

"L‘.

. jt

not ¢

need 1€

the ma
optimal, |
re-use fa -
spaces fo
catering to It.

There is a need to conne
places to users and to pld
optimum use of the place. The ided

ould be to keep the fabric of the
area as same, but to change the
functional use, so as to revive the
place to its vibrant colour and also
for reducing conflicts and
increasing cohesiveness fowards
the shopping behaviour between
shopping malls and marketplaces.
Innovation and invention of
technigques fo revive the
marketplaces can save the
decline and help us enjoy the days
of vibrant marketplaces, where joy
to visit our favorite stalls will have no
boundaries.
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THE ROLE OF
SOCIOLOGIST IN
URBAN PLANNING

Dhaval Pankhaniya,
APIED, Vidhyanagar.

Urban planning consists of two
components such as physical
planning and socio-economic
planning. Physical planning
involves morphological aspects
like land use, architecture,
transportation and energy,
whereas socio-economic
component involves social or
human ecological processes,
which have to be taken into
consideration during urban
planning. A sociologist is a
better-equipped person in
understanding the human
ecological processes like
segregation, culture and social
order.

As such, planning is a form of
social action, different from
sociology, which analyses the
behaviour and society.
Socio-economic factors shape the
morphological pattern of the city
especially the urban areas of the
developing countries like India.
Uban areas in redlity are
socio-cultural units strongly
influenced by ethnic, religious,
linguistic and politico-historical
factors. An urban sociologist can
provide al the necessary
knowledge in the process of urban
planning. The urban areas are not
only the artefacts of buildings or
structures but also are the
agglomeration of human beings.

Sociology and planning, both valu-
able to society, are different. Sociol-
ogy provides scientific understand-
ing of society while democratic
planning utilizes community values
through policy goals for social and
physical development.

A sociologist, therefore, plays two
major roles in urban planning—first
he helps in analysing and explaining
the social reality dispassionately, ob-
jectively and truthfully. They are also
capable of understanding and es-
tablishing in unmistakable terms the
processes and mechanisms of the
social redlity of the urban centre.
Secondly, they coordinate with the
urban planner and administrator
with logically sound and meaningful
alternatives (ideas) for urban devel-
opment. Thus, to make the city really
beautiful and also dynamic, the
physical and social factors have to
be integrated. A sociologist is a right
person fo integrate these two as-
pects.

STARS CAN'T SHINE
WITHOUT DARKNESS

Usman Nasim
SPA, Delhi

Spare few minutes fo recall the last
tfime you witnhessed a clear, starry
night not marred by smog and
agirplanes. If you are a city-dweller
like most of us, then perhaps, you are
sfill lost in thought. The chemical
tfrash that is dumped into the
atmosphere on a regular basis, a
purple sky with a pink moon is just a
dream.

Are you aware of the pollution,
which is being caused in the
atmosphere by excessive artificial
or man-made lighting? Does the
government categorize any such
form of pollution as ‘Light
Pollution'2

Do we know that
over-illumination and light clutter
which is excessive %’fauping of
arfificial light, in the urban areas is
one of the reasons for causing
distraction to drivers on road at
night and hence causes
accidents? Is the Ministry, whose
mandate includes the issue of
Urban Development in the country
aware of the fact that light
pollution is reducing the
polarization of moonlit sky in the
urban areas¢ Are any steps taken
to counter such effects?

We all are aware of air, noise,
and water pollution and also about
their impacts on our environment
and ultimately on our lives. The
famous ‘Save Ganga Movement’,
"Yamuna Action Plan’, 'Narmada
Bachao Andolan’ and the latest in
news ‘Swach Bharat Abhiyan'
launched by the Prime Minister
Narendra Modi are some of the
many steps taken by the
government to tackle such issues
which causes abasement to the
environment.

Well, there is a new problem
emerging in the urban areas, which
is the result of the high intensity
lights i.e. light pollution. It is a bane
on the urban life, which impacts
not just human life but also wildlife
and energy resources.
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Bureau of Energy Efficiency,
Ministry of Power, and
Government of India have
categorized this pollution caused
by excessive artificial lighting or
man-made  lighting as ‘Light
Pollution’. Poorly designed lighting
systems can lead to poor visibility
or light pollution, or both. It is
mainly caused by the unshielded
outdoor lighting system that
spreads into the sky and is directed
info human eyes. Seeing the
present frend of urbanization, the
use of electric lights is likely to grow
many fimes, adding to the light
pollution.

There are studies which confirm
the event of light pollution and its

impacts.
For example: Shiffing of
Observatory from Nainital to
Garhwal :

The light pollution at Manora Peak,
the existing site of Aryabhatta
Research Institute of Observational
Sciences (ARIES), has increased
significantly in recent times. Seeing
at the present site has also
deteriorated. Therefore, site
surveys to select a suitable site in
Kumaon and Garhwal regions of
Shivalik Himalayas (Northern India)
for setting up future observational
facilities were initiated in 1980 and
have continued over a decade.
As a result of this extended survey,
Devasthal, Uttarakhand  was
selected for further investigations
and shiffed in 2004. "The Uttar
Pradesh State Observatory -
shifted its location from Varanasi
and set up an observatory at
Nainital but the location became
so polluted with light that the new
telescope of this observatory,

PC: Ishita Aryan, SPA Bhopal

which is the largest in India, is now
being built far away at Devsthal.”
said N Ratnashree, Director, Nehru
Planetarium. Similarly the
observatory from Kodaikanal had to
be shifted to Kavalur in 1971 due to
industrial and light pollution in
Kodaikanal.

As per the advisory of January 2013,
the Ministry of Urban Development,
design and procurement of Street
Lighting Systems (SLS) for
appropriateness, effectiveness and
energy efficiency should follow
parameters which include meeting
local requirements, appropriateness
for the site, level of illumination (Lux)
and uniformity of light as per Bureau
of Indian Standards (BIS). Lamp
efficiency, good colour rendering,
light distribution, light controls such
as dimming, operation and
maintenance, replacement costs
and ease of use of the chosen
technology are also mporﬁm‘t
parameters 1o .consider while
selecting and installing.effective
efficient cet 5. . Dimmin
systems s
savings ar
justified i
Loca
caution
illuminatio

.~ . private and pl

combination that produces high
lumens per watt together with
fixtures that meet design
requirements and minimize glare,
light trespass, and light pollution.
Components that make up a
luminaire include the reflector, the
refractor, and housing. These are
important to ensure luminaire
efficiency and cutoff and glare
control, to guarantee the right level
of lighting while avoiding light
pollution.

Efficient development control
regulations and building byelaws
from The point of view of energy

design should be
d. The Government of
developed the Energy
(l Building Code

ich provides minimum
rmance standards for
nt buildings, which
1 to while designing
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RBAN PLANNING FOR A NEXT
ENERATION CITY

Madhur Kukreja

SPA,

Ciie "Cen’rury have become
Z=1a% ic. With India expanding
its ambitions fo conquer the Earth
through World Class Signature
projects like 100 smart cities, Act East
- Link West Policy, Make in India
initiative, Digital India, Bullet Trains,
among others, it wouldn't be a
misnomer to think that for India to be
leader of 21st Century, the
foundations of the Great Indian
Dream are being laid, as we speak.
Therefore, one thing is unarguably
true, that the face of our cities and
evenrural areas will be very different
and that the contours and rules of
Urban Planning are set to be re-
written.

The skill- sets required to manage this
metamorphosis, will make the
current problems even more
complex, besides giving birth to a
whole new set of challenges, ought
to be very different.

The question which we have to ask
ourselves, as the future town
planners, is:

Are we up for the challenge?¢ Do we
have the competencies to prepare
our citiesto cope up withite

The past experience hasn't been too
encouraging and Town Planners, in
more ways than one, haven't been
able match the demand curve of a
city'scomplex needs.

Still, this shouldn't make us
pessimistic. We can change the
world for the better.

The need of the hour is to think a
generation ahead. The integration
of software in almost every aspect
from Security to Transportation will
demand that cities be Real Time
Data Driven, supported by Real Time
Smart Solutions.

If our cities will fail in responding to
the paradigm shift, not only would
India fail to accomplish its
overarching ambitions, but would
also call info question the very
existential significance of a Town
PLANNER.
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AN ARGUMENT?!

Fharooq Shaik
SPA- Vijayawada

It is an argument about the
argument. An argument is an
atftempt to win approval for
someone or something. The
important thing with an argument is
it should be strong and valid, if all the
premises are frue then the
conclusion cannot be false. The
truth of the premises guarantees the
truth of the conclusion only in the
case of valid arguments. The validity
of an argument depends, however,
not on the actual fruth or falsity of its
premises and conclusion, but solely
on whether or not the argument has
a valid logical form. But in a strong
argument it is not needed to the
argument to be valid, the argument
is just strong in the logic but not
sirong in the validity of fthe
conclusion. The argument should
satisfy the logic condition in order to
be valid or to win an approval or to
give a conclusion for something or
someone.

Generally we nofice two people
argue showing their views on the
premises to know who is correct but
no one argues to know what is cor-
rect, but sfill they argue in a way to
satisfy the logic condifion which is
very important than the argument is
valid or strong.

So to know what an argument is, we
should not only argue about it but
we should discuss about the
argument because discussion gives
the conclusion what is correct other
than who is correct. So an argument
about an argument is not simply
arguable enough.

INTO THE TIME

Sai Siri,
SPA Vijayawada

Time never showed mercy at HPS.
For ten years that | spent there, my
life was alarmed by school bells.
Sometimes, when the bell did not
ring, there would be mass panic. So,
it is simpler to embrace the routine
than to embrace it righte But
suddenly, as | headed to my final
months at HPS, the bell ceased to
be important because there were
no more proper assemblies, no
games or no bunking classes tfo
sneak into the music room and
throw in some creatfivity and
experiment with new funes.

Nothing could take away the
agony of leaving the place where |
grew up. Preparations had begun
for new eagles fo come and start
yet another revolufionary batch.
Music, academics, prefect board,
sports and a whole lof of

opportunities; the students were
preparing fo grab them even
during their worst fimes.

We've dll had our own share
of happiness and tears there. Of
course, | was excited to go out
and face the real world. It was
waiting for me to come and grab
my piece of cake. But | was
scared too. What would happen
once I'm out of there¢ The only
place where | felt secure.

People were hugging and .
promising each other that they _
will always meet up every no
and then. But they were ng
considering even for a morq
that there was a possibility that ¥
might in no time be at differ ]
corners of the world. | was los |
hope because every single day
was taking us nearer to the |
exam and of all, the inevitdb
goodbye. 4l

| didn’t say goodbye thoug
The world is round and small, ¢
many famous people say.
fravel around the world only fo
make our way back home.
§rorh1eddy I will go back and relish
it all.

PC: Amruta Mahakalkar, SPA Bhopal
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Sociology in Planning

Romit Singla
SPA, Bhopal

When we confront this term,
'Sociology', the first obvious thing that
strikes our mind is the word 'social'.
Now the question arises as to how
social behavior can influence
decision making for planners.
Planning, is becoming a form of
actionwhichis aresult of the influence
of social behavior. The social
composition and structure is not the
same across cities, states and nations.
Thus, there is a need to include this
subject in planning and use the
scientific knowledge to improve
decision making for future years.

Sociologists use statistical
analysis, observation, social theory,
and other methods to study a range
of topics, including migration and
demographic frends, economics,
poverty, and economic frends.
ES e c'U 1 i oo «eHRiSIgi® T
homogeneous section of people is
much easier than having a
h&gewageneous study ared. The
economic status influences the level
of service or plans to be prepared and
followed.

Also, the trends from past would
give better ideas for projecting in a
long term perspective plan. Often we
have seen a strained relationship
between the decision makers and the
public due to absence of minimal
ci@imielIT c'ms: Sl eclictieleitlos s T e
emergence of public participation in
planning approachesis a great

example of how social behavior and

social input improved the quality of
output generated from planners.
Widespread accessibility of internet
allows different sections of society to
interact and share experiences of
their particularaseds of living,
exposing the whole world scenario
towards different domains. The
infroduction of private cars — more
flexible and fime saving than public
transport — just forced the public
WANspor IEe by TORSEITISEE" . lHii5
certainly had an influence on the
urban structure and future
transportation projects that were
undertaken. So, as planners, are role is
basically to integrate the social and
spatial aspects of the urban system,
i.e.anetwork based approachis what
werequire.

Rethink Green

Anshul Aggarwal
SPA Bhopal

The need of building green is
well established by now. Green rating
in India is carried out by private rating
agencies like IGBC, LEED and GRIHA.
The present norms of rating a building
green has made it possible to buy the
tag with some initial investments. With
the incentives infroduced by the
Ministry of New and Renewable
Energy, the initial investments rarely
bother project heads. The current
Energy Conservation Building Codes
(hereafte r"EC B C) requires
revision.ECBC has a certain minimal
thermal insulation standard separate
for

windows, walls and roof, instead of
treating a building as a unit. Also, the
ECBC allow a window to wall ratfio of
60:40 which is very unapt for a tropical
country like India. As per a 2013 study
conducted by a Delhi based N.G.O.,
Centre for Science and Environment,
many of the buildings with LEED and
IGBC ratings were not in compliance
with BEE starratings.

Although incentivizing a green
concept is a sure step towards
sustainability, the definition of 'green’
needs to be chosen very cautiously.
An easier to comprehend and much
more transparent approach towards
building green can be found in The
Energy Efficiency Building Code, Sri
Lanka, where they use a minimal
Overall Thermal Transmittance Value
(or OTTV) of the building as a unit (as
against assigning minimal thermal
tfransmittance/insulation values for
separate elements of a building).
Overall Thermal Transmittance Value
is nothing but the summation of the
thermal transmittance of all the
elements of a building (wall, window,
roof). In other words, OTTV and the
power consumption of a building are
directly proportional. ECBC needs to
adopt OTTV as a maijor criterion for star
rafings. Also, the authority of tfagging
a building green shall remain
exclusively in the hands of public
agencies like BEE in order to avoid the
brewing of capitalistic interests in the
name of green building.
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fine review, He does not stop
talkking, makes very impressive
sheets, Questions every possible
aspect like a professional.
Teachers confused! How?¢!

What teachers thoughte : He
must be hiding something. Data
must be fudged. He must be
frying tfo cover up something by
unnecessary blabbering. Some
senior must have given the old
sheets and data.

STUDIO BLUFFS!

— Admit it or not.

Sudha Jain
SPA, Delhi

“HE” IS ME

Rohit Patil
SPA  Vijayawada

| have a fortune to share. It is just a
void thing. It is with no volume but has
got a massive mass. It is worth less for
some but a life giver for all. It is the
“only” self-creator. It is considered as
crown of utopia and nothing. It is first
lift of soil and water. It is the first
fundamental substance. It is beyond
imagination. It crosses galaxies
without time. It penetfrates thoughts
and melts down them to ice. If flies in
the air and flows in the water. It cools
the stars and makes it hot. And yesit
makes us what we are. It will stay with
you forever and you can't see if})
can't believe, can’t imagine it but}
you can feel it. It is defined as nothing &
but really it is something called
something because if it nothing than it &
can't be a thing we feel because it is
described in our DNA in the ferm, of
proftein code (the billions of bytes of
data per DNA). It is nothing in the §
biblical ark but it is something in mind. |

(NO! NOI! This is definitely not my
story!l :P)

This is a story of an imaginary
student Boo who is an ordinary
planning student. Following are
some crazy situations and how our
ordinary student deals with them.

SCENARIO -1

What actually happened? : Boo
hates surveying. He generally
does not survey, fudges the data
and gives the review. He fries
keeping his mouth shut because
he does not know much about
the topic. This time his group
parther was his crush, so to
impress her, he worked with
complete dedication and
interest and went to survey as he
got a cute company.

SCENARIO -3

Situation: Boo generally submits
poor drawings andis happy with a
5 as passing marks. One fine day,
He submifts a ‘super-drawing for
some arts and graphics
submissions. Teacher shocked.
How?

what teacher thought: This sheet is
surely made by some girl, not his
hard-waork, hence a “five” again!

Wwhat “actually” happened? : Boo

never makes a sheet and always
convinces some girl o make his
sheet who half-heartedly makes it
for him. One fine submission, He
could not getr any help so he
decided to make the submission
for himself. He spent hours and
hours 0 make his very own
submission the finest possible. But
ALAS!I  The & same  diaglogue

Situation: Its UTOPIA time. Boo is
an-amazing.singer. It's the time
when he drinks and smokes and
plays guitar. There is an extra class
on the day following Utopia
placed just for Boo's short
attendance. We all know who
attends a class just after Utopial
(UTOPIA = fest at SPA-D)

What teacher thought? : These

It is theory of our existence buf it is

far beyond that kind. It is everything,
the god particle which we have in
ourselves but can’t mirror to see it or
read it. It is ahead of the cosmos and
exfra-terrestrials. It is the singularity. Itis §
the limit of our imagination. Our §
tendency fo think beyond it had
made it god. It had limited us from &

“Teachers toh shakal dekh ke drunkards should never be knowing it. We are so limited to its g
number dete hain" gets repeated. passed huh! commands. It is the father of}
everything so can't be nothing. But if}
SCENARIO = 2 What happened? : imagine it, it is not the thing what we
Situation: Boo generally does not  You tell us! are looking for. But it created itself

and created me, so | find me as much |

At hanu44é6@gmail.com
important as “HE".

blabber much in Reviews. One

Frvetion R
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THE BLANK SHEET

Nandita Suman
SPA Bhopal

Everything in life is just about the
perception, about how we look at
the situation. Whether it's personal or
professional, it's just the maftter of
fact how you look at it. Work load,
depression, stress or any issue, for all
these there's a simple solution, just try
to change the way you look af it, it
can make a lot of difference.
Changing one's view is not so
difficult; one just needs to think in
different manner. During my
bachelor's degree in Planning, as an
assignment, we were given different
topics such as objectivism,
romanticism, feminism, etc. and
asked to represent it by sketches or
paintings. My topic was realism. |
read plenty of articles, had
discussions and looked for relevant
photographs that portrays realism,
but | was not yet finished. It was a
long tiring night before the day of my
submission, and it was done. The
next day it took everyone info
astonishment as | presented THE
BLANK SHEET WITH NO SKETCHES. It
can be anything... an empty space
to paint or, a symbol of peace or
purity, or it may be a sheet with no
submission depending on
perception of different people such
as writer, painter, planner, professor,
achild, student, etc. Each one of us

can explain the blank sheet
differently. Why isit so? It all depends
on what we see and how we see it.
That's reality, it cannot be defined,
and it varies from time to time and
person to person. It's not just about
realism, rather our way to look at
things. Change your perception,
and explore the wonders around.

The Dilemma of Urhan Mobility
Vaishali Redhu
GNDU, Amritsar

Contemporary urban lifestyles and
business practices are increasingly
dependent on mobility. At the same
time, the negative impacts of
mobility on natural and social
environments are growing
dramatically, as is the public outcry
for their reversal. Urban planners are
faced with a difficult dilemma: how
to dealwith the tension between the
essential role of mobility in
enhancing cities' welfare and well-
being and the lack of sustainability
of present urban mobility practices?
Coping with this dilemma requires
an understanding and
management of the deep
intertwinement of urban mobility,
spatial developments, and broader
socio-economic and cultural
processes, but also the need fo
come to terms with the many,
irreducible uncertainties of the
challenge. Only a more intensive
and criticalinteraction between

different disciplines — at the very
least integrating fransport and
spatial planning — and between
planning science and planning
practice can achieve this. It can be
solved by (a) identifying barriers
(e.g. spatial, institutional) and/or
strategies towards a shift to more
sustainable urban transport means
(e.g. bike, public transport), (b)
identifying innovative strategies
(e.g. Transit Oriented Development,
Shared Space) for achieving
sustainable urban mobility, (c)
developing approaches (e.g.
accessibility planning) and
instruments (e.g. accessibility
measures) to foster the integration of
transport and land use planning, (d)
exploring the relationships between
quality of life in cities and/or
competitiveness of cities and
mobility,(e) exploring the
implications of emerging
telecommunication technologies
(e.g. internet, smart phones) for
urban mobility, and lifestyles (e.g.
families wishing fo live in cites)
and/or business practices (e.g.
teleworking) for urban mobility.
Sustainable Urban Mobility Plans
(SUMPs) define a set of interrelated
measures designed to satisfy the
mobility needs of people and
businesses, today and tomorrow.
Only smarter city concept can solve
the problem of urban mobility
through Mixed Model access,
Prioritized Clean and Non-Motorized
opftions and Integrated ICT.
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PROTEST RALLIES:
Incumbent or Gloat?

Shivani Singh,
Amity University Haryana

“Get up, stand up, Stand up for
your rights. Get up, stand up, Don't
give up the fight.”

— Bob Marley

We have the right to protest out
against the depravity of society.
Let's start from the scratch. These
protest rallies are a requisite for
defying ignorance, shaking up
allegations, restore humanity &
bringing a revolution inside the
counftry. Situations which were left
unseen & being abolished are now
cramming up. “Delhirape case” or
the “Kiss of love campaign,”
everything has its own
consequences. We're not here to
get repudiate from our rights; Right
for Justice. It is the right of every
cifizen to be heard & answered.
With the support of the enfire
nation, the sparkplug is ignited with
amalgamafion.

But I've a question to ask, “Are
these Insurgent rallies really a boon
to our society?”and the answer is
No. These protest rallies doesn't
guarantee you'll succeed. In
Nirbhaya's case, after 9 months
and 27 days, the fast frack court
gave its verdict, the act was
considered to be felony and |
admit it was and they deserved
nothing less than public execution.

The main culprit will be released
dfter three years and who holds the
guarantee that he will not repeat
the crime again¢ Is justice really
gained? Protesters spend days and
weeks and months, & we failed to
get any result. Protest strikes? | mean
earnestly, even at peaceful protest
rallies the dissenter has through tear
gas, arrest orders, loss of lives, and
injuries.

Rising against the injustice is the right
thing but it should stay within limits.
First the revolution should start within
us, from the mindset of the
civilization that we are a part of. The
change is must, the change wiill

come & the change begins with me.

KNOW YOUR ETHICS

Tanya Mukherjee
SPA, Bhopal

A method of arriving at prescriptions
for various urban issues is not the

fundamental and historical
foundation and justfification for
existence of planning. It rather

depends upon a vision of the city.
Planning issues generally involve
conflict of values; conflict between
the values of the well-wishers of
public interest and the values of the
private  benefactors.  Although,
public interest is the principle guiding
light for the planners, what begs
conflict is the definition of public
interest, its varied perceptions by
stakeholders. To let oneself be
bribed, to lie, to deceive, or to

take credit for something one
hasn't done is unethical. So, whose
responsibility is it to be ethical?

Maslow's hierarchy of human
needs describes how the priorities
of human beings progresses from
individual level to reach the highest
level called franscendence.
Similarity, there exists an ethical
pyramid in planning. It
demonstrates pluralism in  the
elements and the degrees of
abstraction in planning. Therg
constant flow of ideas among
levels. The lowest level i
hierarchy is the ethics, power an
responsibilifies of the plan
system. Next in progression i

ethics In planning and pdlic
documents, regulations and I¢ N
followed by ethics i
making and judgmenit. Thé
in  planning fechdig

practice is the ne S
hierarchy. The highe
everyday morality.
responsibility progresg
with the planning as d
bottom and the
stakeholders at the top.

e

&

£

ethical e
fulfiling o

onsibilities
towards dev .

ment.
"It is difficult, but not impossible, to

conduct strictly honest business.” — 4
Mahatma Gandhi

PC: Garima Pal, SPA, Bhopal
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ODE TO PLANNERS

Sejal Mathur
COE Pune

Striding our way into

the voyage of a planner:
Tighten your seatbelts!

To surge to a high,

And to sink to a low,
Swinging between

the adrenaline rushes and
the deep blues.

And this is how plan-o-drama
follows suit!

Wandering through the city streets,
You put the planner’s hat on;
Recolllng your ’rrys‘r with des’rlny thus,

those senses of yours awake, yearning if
there perhaps could be a sixth,

drafting straight lines with smudged
s’rencil lettering or waiting impatiently,

aaa;r .WWUT 331‘!‘ mﬁmmm laring at ’rhose AutoCAD screens

isplaying as ever the typical ‘not
ré?ﬂmmwohﬂconon and then

he very satisfactory feel of
' one of the most
lmpor’ron’r functions.of life: Ctrl+S.

And behind the scenes working in the
sound of music, the crunch of wafers,

the sips of coffee, the flying sticky notes,

munching away the hunger and
coke-ing away the thirst -

well,this indeed, is a planner’s ‘adda’
redefined with epic moments

in the archive!

The tension of submission,

the phobia of detention,

The kill of smudging.

the thrill of fudging.

The breakups, the mash ups,

To dizziness and laziness,

To caffeinate and to rejuvenate.

And all those dreams
contained in those TP Schemes,

that grit & glory
it's a different story!

7% 3 XV Annual NOSPlan Convention

PC: Srishti Arya, SPA Bhopal



INTRINSIC YET PRECLUDED

Jasprit Kaur
SPA, Delhi

Along its pavements the city entails a life,
Not as spruced as its mighty plazas,

Yet instilled with energy,

that keeps it running,

It doesn't go unnoticed as you walk by,
Yet everyone seems to be

so engulfed in the hustle of the city,
Wrestling with our challenges,

That this life that dwells on the pavement,
has become an involuntary yet
intrinsic part of our view,

In the noise of the tfraffic,

echoes our confrontation with the

truth we have carved,

In the gush of the crowd,

we stand holding each other,

yet miles apart,

Time is our only scale,

With a myriad faces

dancing fo the tunes of the city's call,
Not mine, not yours,

amidst all this is a city for all.

THAT'S LIFE

Bhavana Bansod
VNIT, Nagpur

A son and his father were walking on the
mountains. Suddenly the son falls, hurts
himself and screams: *Aaahh!” To his
surprise he hears the voice repeating, in
the mountain: “Aaahh!”

Curious he yells” who are you?2”

The voice answer: “who are youg"

PC: Nandita Suman, SPA Bhopal

And then he screams to the
mountain: “I admire you!"

The voice answers: “| admire you!"
Angry, the boy screams: “Coward!"
The voice retorts: "Coward!”

He looks to his father and asks
“what is going ong”

Father smiles and says:

“My son, pay attention.”

Father calls out:

“You are a CHAMPION." Many to unfold

The voice answers: & to bg able to feel its mine...
“You are a CHAMPION." DD ine.

The boy is surprised,

but does not understand.

| felt numb,
| wasn't shivering this time.
Do you know why<2?

| realised something that night
“What you truly believe,

your system projects”

But sfill : its along way towards
‘Belief"’

Many to break

PRECIOUS PEARLS

Divya Holani
SPA, Bhopal

The father explains:
“People call this ‘ECHO’,
but really, this is life.

It gives you back everything you
say or do. Our life is simply a reflec-
tion of our actions.

If you want more love in the world,
create more love in your heart.
Life will give you back everything
you have given to it.

BELIEF

Vaishali Ostwal
CEPT, Ahmedabad

| showed
ould you
SOk them i
ThOWare Ig

Bring their fl¢
As you teact
Isn't always
Would you hd
As you dry bo
And whisper t
"You're too pre
If | showed you
Would you show
And learn though
We're never alone.

clt.
fade
eye
ords,
stoc
eardro@s
your OWiR
re lond

hal NOSBlankConvghti

It was too cold that night,

my skin could feel the breeze

my hands started shivering

but then | heard a voice inside me!
You are a strong woman

You can bear much more
Suddenly breeze passing through
me stopped!
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IASK HIM Wa'

. Talleen Khirwadkar
SPA, Bhopal J

Under this dark and gioo,mv sky
| stand before G/ol_,and ask'him why.

eel so depressed and tired?e
hy do | feel so uninspired?
lhere has all the light gone?
| feel like | am all'alone?

| se@ hatred and despair everywhere.
losses that | can'tbear.

| see'fear in people’'seyes.
| sense their pain or}d hear their cries.

Under this dark on’d gloomy sky
I sfondyore,God and ask him why.

y hey always live in sorrow?
Why do theynever see a better
tomorrow? N

They seek power, fame and money
But none of it makes them happy.

Justice has now become an illusion...
Making a way for corruption!

| see the sinful becoming victorious,
Yet everybody makes it sound so
glorious!

Under this dark and gloomy sky

| stand before God and ask him why.
Why have friendships begun to ruste
They say there is no one they can
trust!

e‘"/
Li s»-d’rﬁd more lies they want and get
‘0 hear
Cause facing the bitter truth is what

they fear.

Love! Love has completely lost its way!
“There is no such thing as true love”,
they say.

“It has lost all its depth and meaning.”
They believe that it's just a temporary
feeling.

Under this dark and gloomy sky
| stand before God and ask him why.

Why does hard work no more lead to
achievement?2

Why does knowledge no more lead to
enlightenment?

Success has lost all of its grandeur.
Now every result seems like a failure.
Why?2 Why should | fight?

When | don’t understand what is
wrong and what is right.

In what should | put my faith?2

In what should | believe?¢

Sometimes | feel like | have no
purpose to live.

Under this dark and gloomy sky
| stand before God and ask him why.

Why should | hope...2

when you always make me cry..
Why should | live?

Why don't you make me die?
And then in reply,

God simply smiles at me and says
“Life is beautiful! Give it a try!”

SILENCE

Swarna Duit
SPA Bhopal

They talked without a sound,
shaping stories in the air

| fried to look away,

knowing that it's not polite to stare

But never had | seen four hands
hovering like butterflies

Never had | seen two people
listening with just their eyes

From tiny fip to chubby thumb,
My two strong hands once fell dumb

| wished something | knew | shouldn't
| can hear. | wished | couldn’t

5 XVi Annual NOSPlan Convention

PC:Chandra Prakash Singh Rajput, MANIT, Bhopal



THREE SEMESTERS IN Like a family, Then came the moment

COLLEGE! Making it work, that was due,
Srishti Arya Even in the worst of times! in few days
SPA Bhopal Having hope in the coldest nights the dream will be true.
Holding hands, | am not sure, that I'm very sure
Sem 1: Wiping tears, the dream will be exactly
No friends, Sharing smiles and pain too! what | thought.
One phone, We forgave,

new life, e forgot, Is it over or a mere start

Far from home, i |carnt from our mistakes, : all these fears have their own scars.
Crowd, people, introduction, Gaof over our guilt, Will someone tell me where to go
Different people, E strong, all along! I'm driven erazy by the dream
Different States, Wegrew, we evolved! offcourses

Fundae and heaps of work!

Love, care, friendship.
New strings attatched!

A few hearts broke,

A few thoughts matched
And a few didn't!

New campus - a fight,
Some would win,

aen a wisey beardy came across,
Sem 2: stening, 5 4
All for one, o d then spoke :
One for all! Bic ’

S0 much more to grow!
- For Planners 2013

| HAVE A DREAM

Some lost! Alka Kumari
Respect gained, SPA Bhopal
Ego's lost!
| have a dream
Sem 3: I'll tell u while i sing.
We've been close, Its about travelling across
been far, the world and U ) '
We've chased people, watching every little sunshine burst... be your everyday DE
Chased life! It's about reaching for the peak, as your dream!
Realised: what'll happen will happen! wandering every road .
and every street. .
Accidents, aches, fevers,
Been through it all, And revealing this fo every one

that | have a dream.
46 PC: Medha Pandey, Am
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Being the last founding batch of School of Planning €&t

VINAY
ANIL

Architecture, Bhopal, it's a privilege for us to host a convention of

this magnitude. It has been a rollercoaster ride to organize the

L . % XVI Annual NOSPlan Convention. It was in July that our Director
{ ? ) a accepted to host the convention. Since then we haven't looked
L g GARI MA [
%

ANUSHA
MATAM

From the start, we had uninterrupted support from the Executive

. Council & the President for organizing the convention. The theme
SHALAKA was decided through an intense brainstorming session of the

DUBEY committee. Since our institution is a center for human centric

research (CHCR), its major objective is to bring awareness

amongst future architects and planners, for collective socio-
economic-cultural development in the country. Therefore, it was SRlSHTl
decided that the theme will be CITY FOR ALL. ARYA

A ™
It was the first time in the history of NOSPlan that a brief was out
- to public before 95 days from the convention. We tried
m : AH UL introducing new flavor to the events, the name of the events were
© o KAPL

changed to pep up the show. The group dance was twisted and

TANYA
MUKHERJEE

HlMANSHl named live performing arts. For the first time, the idea of a
NARULA marathon studio is introduced - 48hours in association with

ETHOS and the concept of exhibition is also introduced: new way

to impart knowledge and make the convention more interactive,

It will be our privilege to welcome the 1st time participating i ﬁ&‘\ﬁ

institutes into the NOSPIan family. AKANKSHA

create a benchmark on the many more conventions to follow up. JAl N

We hope that this will be the best convention ever held and will

YOGESH
SHARMA

BHARGAVA

-JUGADUS



AMRITA || NANDITA FIYA N
BHATNAGAR SUMAN GUPTA
HEAD
oo it “Gomon NOSPlan XVI
SPA-V SPA-B SFh-D

EDITORIAL BOARD

July 2014 witnessed the
KHUSHBU

I~ BHATT addition of a new component
‘ AT e to NOSPlan-the Editorial
‘ F NIT Surat .
KANIKA It had been a much antici
BIMRAH element, its addition /fmade
ASSOCIATE
EDITOR
NIT Bhopal
PATIL
ASSOCIATE
EDITOR
m SPA-V
HIMANI
YADAV :
ASSOCIATE 1 1 KASHMITA
CEPT Amhedabad ' I Xy ' ql ARORA 7
- P > . are unveiling the NOSPlan
] SAURABH MAYURI . s g |
PAPADKAR THANKI l ‘ . GNDU Amritsar Magazine!
ASESD?TC{')ETE ASSOCIATE EDITOR

COE Pune APIED

MALVIKA BH?\T‘lrJASngR:FEY . M. SAMYUKTHA SHIVAN|
RAGHAVAN SAMY SINGH
ASSOCIATE ASSOCIATE ASSOCIATE ASSOCIAT
VNlETDrIE:)ur AMITY Noida JNAFEAI\JIILOy!?ierabad AMITY Haryana
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SANDESH

v

It doesn’t matter who we are...
What matters is our plan...

-Bane

I/-

SPA BHOPAL
MAGAZINE TEAM

(Annual NOSPlan Magazine 2014)

It has been a great delight for us t
host the XVI Annual NOS

convention in SPA Bhopal.

part of the editorial team been
a memorable experien
wonderful learning to
reciate the
ers, NOSPlan

commjftee and our

us. We sincerely a
support of all volu
executive
faculty. Whole rney has been
you
MAGAZINE 2014 as much as we

enjoyed making it!

SHIVAM
MITTAL




NATIONAL ORGANISATION OF STUDENTS OF PLANNING
NEW DELHI

&

INTRODUCES

PLAN@GRAM

STUDENT MARATHON

2 DAYS...48 HOURS...2880 MINUTES...172800 SECONDS
THAT'S ALL THE TIME YOU HAVE TO SHOW US WHAT YOU'VE GOT

XVI Annual NOSPlan Convention



Ethos — An Overview

Ethos was started by Gita Balakrishnan, as a response to a need. Having experienced the feeling of inadequacy when she graduated,
she felt the need to reach out and equip young minds to be agents of change, to lead and not just follow and to contribute positively
and actively towards making a difference. Ethos focuses on uniting architectural, planning, design and civil engineering colleges
in different parts of the country so students can have a platform or a forum to keep them in touch with what is happening in their field
in and outside our country.

Ethos engages these young minds in some friendly competiion as a means of achieving its aim. Archumen
(http://www.ethosindia.in/archumen/index.html), launched 12 years ago at the Town Hall in Kolkata, has now become India’s Biggest
Architecture Quiz for students of architecture. Ethos also went on to challenge the creative prowess of these students through annual
design competitions like “Transparence” (http://www.ethosindia.in/transparence/index.html) and the “IGBC Green Design
Competition” (http://www.ethosindia.in/igbc/index.html) promoted by the Indian Green Building Council of the Confederation of
Indian Industries (Cll). Ethos also organized a competition on water-efficient design “Water — safe, sustainable and for all” promoted
by an NGO called Arghyam. These contests gave the students an opportunity to focus on issues that are current and assess themselves
against the best in the country. They also help them determine their strengths, their interests and to prepare themselves outside the
constraints of a classroom. 2006 also saw the launch of a quiz on civil engineering - Bending Moment
(http://www.ethosindia.in/bendingmoment/index.html). Ethos has been the Student Awards Partner for the NDTV DAA Awards for the
last two years and has also partnered TV18 in the Design Masters Challenge in the current year. While these events aim at spurring the
budding professionals into observing and imbibing, Ethos is exploring alternatives by which there can be regular dissemination and
sharing of information. Ethos has already commenced networking opportunities with young professionals and students with a
specific intention of matching interest and aptitude with opportunity since this is a prime necessity in this field. Ethos is also working
on a strategy where the need for technical expertise in rural and urban communities is identified. Young talent wanting to make a
difference from among the young architects and civil engineers are also identified and they are posted at these locations for a short period.
It is the belief at Ethos that opportunities such as these will help in the development of responsible design persona and these
youngsters will evolve into mature and socially responsible professionals. A case in point was the already mentioned ecosan toilet for
the Panchayat office in Kameswaram where students were made responsible for the design and execution.

Ethos launched the ETHOS NASA Scholarships in 2014, which helps bright talented minds to focus on their academics with reduced
encumbrances. Ethos proposes to expand its canvas in the Planning landscape as well and will aim at instituting such scholarships for
the planning students as well in the coming years as well. The first contest for planning students alone was launched this year —
PLAN-A-GRAM with a 48 hour format piloted by SPA Bhopal during the NOSPLAN Convention. We propose to make this an annual
feature in one format or the other.

In Gita’s words, her main objective is to be the wind beneath the wings of all these young minds that are to shape Indian

architecture in the years to come.
XVI Annual NOSPlan Convention I!!I
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Phone No: 0755-2679311
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BHARAT BHAVAN, 1982

Bharat Bhavan is multi art centre set up to create
an interactive proximity between the verbal, visual
and performing arts. Charles Correa the architect
found here the possibilities of a series of terraced
gardens, which would be seen cascading down to
the lake.
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