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Dr. Chidambara  
Associate Professor  
Department of Transport Planning  
SPA, Delhi

I could not hold back the teacher in 
me. While I debated on whether to 
accept or reject the invite I thought 
of consulting my favorite dictionary 
which defined the word rather 
pompously, as ‘the accomplishment 
of an aim or purpose’ with all 
synonyms of the word relating to a 
‘favorable’ outcome. Not ready to 
give up, I looked further down before 
I hit the archaic English definition 
which threw in a more interesting 
and inclusive (thankfully for the likes 
of me!) definition considering both 
‘the good and the bad outcome’, 
and it brought me give up, I looked 
further down before I hit the archaic 
English definition which threw in 
a more interesting and inclusive 
(thankfully for the likes of me!) 
definition considering both ‘the 
good and the bad outcome’, and it 
brought me immense relief towards 
the execution of the task I have been 
entrusted with! 
Having settled the debate of whether 

When  I received a mail requesting 
to share my success story as an 
alumnus of this Institute, I must admit 
I was a bit amused, a bit confused, 
as the term ‘success’ hung in air 
appearing to weigh down rather 
heavily. I wondered what exactly 
might success mean to you, did it 
mean the same to all you young 
minds alike, did it mean differently 
from what it meant to me, and 
coming to the latter thought was 
I even sure of what it meant to me 
and if not, could I take it for granted 
that you are so sure of it as well. 
Success with respect to a profession 
can have several connotations: it 
can be the paycheck you carry 
home, position, power, fame, job 
satisfaction, an opportunity to live 
your dream… or a combination of 
these and many other things unlisted 
here (words restriction!). As often in 
my lectures when I start with a term, 
the dictionary meaning of the term 
precedes the rest and in this case too 
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or not to write, new questions emerged. 
For instance, is it necessary for you 
to have an aim and purpose at the 
beginning of your career to assess 
whether you meet success? Would each 
one of you have an aim and purpose 
at the end of your graduation; if yes, 
should it be for what it is to be at the 
end of 10 years, 20 years… or is it just 
fine to have an immediate short-term 
goal? Is it also possible that setting up 
a goal so early might make you turn 
a blind eye to other greater or more 
meaningful opportunities that cross your 
path? Did I do the right thing going 
straightaway to pursue a masters course 
in Transport Planning from the same 
institute when during my time I recall 
there was a deluge of students crossing 
overseas to pursue a Masters’ degree 
in various fields or in management? I 
recall of my conviction  at that point of 
time to stay in my country and discover 
my opportunities here (conviction of 
youth has no parallel), while if someone 
were to ask me of the reasons now, I 
may not be that sure. I also remember 
in my early career days when my father 
once dared suggest that I consider a 
profession in teaching (himself being a 
Professor) it was met with considerable 
ridicule and a curt retort, “What?! No 
way!” Today perhaps if one would 
advise me to leave this profession 
(since it pays such a pittance; some of 
you may be earning the same as I do 
in a couple of years) it is possible that 
it might meet with a similar response, 
though a more polite one.
 So if I am so sure of what I am pursuing 
today, do I have regrets over the career 
course I followed before I joined this 

profession? I don’t think so, because 
at any point of time I have tried to 
follow my passion, whether it was 
while I worked in the corporate 
sector or engaged myself at the 
community levels without paychecks 
to boast of.
I have also not hesitated in dropping 
out of jobs in as short period as a 
month when it didn’t meet with my 
expectations. The most important 
thing I feel is to be convinced 
of what you are pursuing at that 
moment, to align your professional 
interest with your life goals and 
choices. So I am not going to 
preach you here whether or not you 
should do a Masters course after an 
undergraduate course immediately, 
whether you should pursue higher 
studies in your country or elsewhere, 
whether to look for a job in Planning 
or to ditch the profession, whether to 
join the consultancy sector, the non-
profit sector, become entrepreneurs 
or come and join me as a colleague. 
The key is to follow your instincts 
and your passion and not be 
hesitant to change course if your 
conviction wears out or you seek 
different challenges. Sometimes a 
change of course may not be even 
sufficient; you may be seeking a 
different medium altogether. At 
those junctures perhaps the ending 
verses of Morrison’s beautiful poetry 
“we must try to find out new answers 
instead of a way” may be most 
appropriate. I hope you all keep 
looking for new answers, but for 
that questioning is always a must.
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W H AT  D O 
W E  N E E D  TO 
C H A N G E ?
S. Brintha Lakshmi
B.Arch (MSU), MUEM (Netherlands), PhD (IIT Madras)
Head, Department of Architecture, Faculty of Technology and Engineering
The Maharaja Sayajirao University of Baroda

The theme for NOSPlan 2019 is ‘Parivartan’. ‘Parivartan’ means change. The question  then that 
comes to my mind is ‘What do we need to change?’ An impromptu answer is, as Planners we 
need to change the glaring, shoddy state of our built environment. This is discussed, and solutions 
are attempted everyday in some way or the other. Ordinary citizens are grumbling; planners 
are trying to grapple with the chaos and create infrastructure, development plans, bye laws to 
list a few actions; city fathers are working at addressing complaints, and proposing projects; 
newspapers are reporting all developments, research and, state of the built environment; and 
researchers are engaging with the built environment to get a deeper understanding of the chaos 
and putting forth publications. Despite all these efforts and investing large amount of funds to 
improve conditions in urban and rural settlements, most of the built environment in India continues 
to be chaotic, polluted and, inconvenient.

This is worrying. As budding planners this situation should be of  concern to all of you too. Our 
built environment, both rural and urban, need to be improved for ease and healthy living. This 
could be seriously addressed broadly in two ways: 
1. Short term immediate action to work systematically to reduce the chaos.
2. Strategic decisions to preserve natural  heritage so that decisions made today are in the 
interest of the future too.
Planning is not about solving problems of today only but also about creating for the future.

Anupriya Aggarwal
SPA Delhi
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I N D I A N  C I T I E S  E X PA N D I N G 
F R O M  M E T R O P O L I S  TO 
M E G A R E G I O N S

Capital Region, Kolkata 
and Mumbai are examples 
of increasing influence of 
Metropolitan region on the 
economy and social dynamics. 
Bangalore, Pune, Hyderabad 
and Ahmedabad are also 
developing their Metropolitan 
areas. 
Though it is desirable to have 
smaller towns but evolution 
of Metropolitan areas is 
increasing in India and Asia. 
Growth of Metropolitan 
areas is proportional to rapid 
economic growth of the country 
and this growth is happening 
in Metropolitan areas 
only. An emerging area of 
concern here is environmental 
vulnerability. These areas 
with augmenting population 

are environmentally more 
vulnerable. Thus the three 
factors of evolution, economic 
growth and environmental 
vulnerability create a need 
to learn, adapt, plan and 
manage these Metropolitan 
areas.
Smart  City planning and 
approach may look skewed 
in absence of provisions for 
regional influences. Cities 
cannot expand, improve and 
remain livable in absence of 
a regular funding mechanism 
and land management. 
Constitutional amendment 
to create regular budget 
for urban development may 
support the Metropolitan 
areas and Megaregions. 
The changing aspects of 
increasing urban areas having 
regional influence need a 
strong financing mechanism 
to sustain a constructive and 
qualitative growth. 
Parivartan in planning of 
urban areas from Metropolitan 
areas to Megaregion merging 
transecting and physiographic 
spaces is the next stage of 
development. This change 
will have an influence on 
the overall understanding of 
urban form and structure. This 
gradual change challenges 
our preparedness to handle 
size, complexity, inter and intra 
relation in a regional setting 
and brings with it issues that 
may need a unique approach 
to address in each region. 
There is an urgency to have 
huge funds for developing 
infrastructure. Funds with 
the State governments and 
Urban Local Bodies are not 
sufficient. Governance beyond 
physical, administrative and 
political boundaries along 
with innovation in Smart City 
approach may hold the key 
for a successful and buoyant 
Megaregion. 

Utpal Sharma
Director
Institute of Architecture and Planning 
Nirma University

India has been growing at 
a phenomenal rate and its 
cities are changing in form, 
behaviour and function. 
From being  mere settlements 
housing large population to 
playing an important role in 
regional setting, Indian cities 
have grown to become nodal 
centres for their surrounding 
areas. They have started 
influencing and playing an 
important role in economic 
and social growth of regions 
around them. 
Historically, Regional Plan 
of Greater London provides 
a glimpse into the changing 
dynamics and shift of focus 
from Central Business District  
to influence areas around. 
Closer home, National 

Top: Sherwyn Zeniyadh
TKMCE, Kollam
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‘ SYS T E M S  T H I N K I N G ’  I N 
P L A N N I N G  P R O G R A M M E 
B R I E F  TO  A C H I E V E  T R U E 
‘ PA R I VA R TA N ’

Dr. Aparna
Assistant Professor
Institute of Architecture and Planning, Nirma University

Discipline of Planning is rooted in bringing 
out transformations in the society. Of course 
the changes planned for and envisaged are 
positive leading towards an improvement 
in the life and functioning of the society. 
However, it is becoming all the more 
challenging with the global environmental 
change and economic uncertainties hurling 
unprecedented surprises in the face of people 
as well as policymakers, planners and 
decision makers. From human settlements to 
the natural environment, the changing climate 
is striking hard. It is extremely important that 
the planning profession too gears itself up to 
safeguard from resulting negative externalities 
of development for accrual of larger good.

 This would be made possible if we truly 
believe and operate with interdisciplinary 
‘systems thinking’ and make serious efforts 
towards ensuring its success. As per 
Anderson and Johnson (1997), Systems 
Thinking focuses on the ‘big picture, looking 
at short and long term perspectives; is aware 
of the dynamic, complex and interdependent 
nature of systems, their measureable and 
non-measureable aspects and; resides in the 
knowledge that all of us are influenced by 
and influencers of the systems’. This last aspect 
is truly significant albeit paid less attention to.
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One of the laments for poor 
and fragmented outcomes 
of planning projects is that 
planners have no stake in 
implementation of a plan 
which is only determined 
politically and socially. It is 
true, especially if one looks 
at vested interests or slow 
legal and political processes; 
however, at other times and 
smaller scale it is also a matter 
of how much we pre-empt the 
planning process and if we 
are ready to negotiate towards 
creation of win-win outcomes 
within obvious limitations of 
time and resources. There 
may be a limited perspective 
that people’s and decision 
makers’ ideas have. However, 
only a planner’s willingness to 

Planning is not about solving 
problems of today only but also 
about creating for the future.
gradual change challenges 
our preparedness to handle 
size, complexity, inter and intra 
relation in a regional setting 
and brings with it issues that 
may need a unique approach 
to address in each region. 
There is an urgency to have 
huge funds for developing 
infrastructure. Funds with 
the State governments and 
Urban Local Bodies are not 
sufficient. Governance beyond 
physical, administrative and 
political boundaries along 
with innovation in Smart City 
approach may hold the key 
for a successful and buoyant 
Megaregion. 

take up the challenge towards 
better outcomes and positive 
change has the potential to 
convert it into a visionary design 
brief. An important take away 
here is that at different levels 
of stakeholder engagement, 
awareness generation is not 
only for the communities. Other 
stakeholders too, especially the 
decision makers need to be 
brought on the same page with 
regards to concerns, conditions, 
vision, processes and outcomes 
and it is the role of Planners to 
extend the programme brief at 
all levels. Conviction in plans 
derived from ‘systems thinking’ 
and a well communicated 
programme brief are important 
for true Parivartan! 

Both pictures: 
Janhvi, School of Planning and 
Architecture, New Delhi
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I S  T H E  “ C R Z  PA R I VA R TA N ”  F O R 
P R O F I T  O R  E N V I R O N M E N T ?

 Prithvijith V S Nair
 Asst. Prof.
Government Engineering College, Thrissur

Coastal Regulation Zone 
(CRZ) is a buffer or 
transitional zone between 
the marine & the territorial 
zones which includes sensitive 
ecosystem like the wetland, 
mudflat seagrass, seaweed 
ecosystems, mangrove and salt 
marshes. The Union Ministry 
of Environment and Forest 
released the CRZ, in 2019 

opening up the coastline of 
the country for construction 
and tourism activities. No 
Development Zones (NDZ) 
could get significantly reduced 
with this new notification. This 
paves way for a construction 
boom along the coastline. 
The tourism sector is to benefit 
from the relaxation of the 
NDZ but will it be good for 

Right: Nidish Pithawa
Maharaja Sayajirao University 
of Vadodara
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environment?
Island has a unique ecosystem 
consisting of lagoon, land, 
and flora-fauna. India has 
two main islands Andaman 
& Nicobar and Lakshadweep 
Islands. Many islanders in 
these islands are endowed 
with unique cultures and 
receive much of their 
economic, environmental and 
cultural well-being from the 
valuable natural resources in 
their immediate environment. 
These islands harbour diverse 
ecosystems which provides 
food, fresh water, herbs, 
fuel, wood, tools, and other 
essential raw materials, in 
addition to aesthetic, spiritual, 
educational and recreational 
values, that aid island 
livelihood, economies, and 
cultures. Island ecosystems 
contribute to the protection 
of ecosystem functions: they 
give defence against natural 
disasters, support nutrient 
cycling, soil and sand 
formation; and regulation of 

climate and diseases.
In case of islands, the change 
in CRZ will affect in numerous 
ways. A coral reef of an island 
is an underwater ecosystem 
characterized by reef-
building corals. These corals 
would damage due to the 
development along the coastal 
side and human activity like 
mining or digging, pollution, 
etc. If NDZ is reduced or 
removed in these islands then 
the developments along the 
coastal areas will result in 
coral bleaching which initially 
will lead to disintegration of 
soil and cause soil erosion, 
also making the island more 
prone to the disasters. CRZ 
focuses more on gaining 
profit from tourism sector. This 
could cause over-development 
and exploitation of limited 
resource in the island. All this 
will affect the ecosystem and 
ecology of the island since 

“Change makes good 
living possible and treat 
as experiencing new 
habits”

Top: Anupriya Aggarwal
SPA Delhi

islands have limited carrying 
capacity. We are aware of all 
this due to over-development 
& exploitation seen at Bali, 
Maldives etc.
The new CRZ notification failed 
to acknowledge the problems 
of global warming and sea-
level rise. Climate change is 
resulting in a drastic switch 
to the environmental status. 
The human development in 
islands are under the threat of 
climate change. As sea levels 
continuing to rise, island 
inhabitants and their cultures 
are in great danger. There 
are small and less populated 
islands that are economically 
vulnerable to protect the 
Islands. People from these 
islands don’t have the 
resources to bring a change 
to the island. If this continues, 
then within few years many 
islands in Lakshadweep 
will be submerged similar 
to that of Maldives. What 
significance does CRZ have, 
if it can’t address what need 
to be done and why?
So, according to the title, the 
Parivartan here is to fill pocket 
of some people through 
profit or is it to protect the 
environment and ecosystem? 
As planners which side will u 
choose?
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S TAT U S  O F  U R B A N  WAT E R 
S U P P LY  A N D  M U N I C I PA L  S O L I D 
Govind M.P
Assistant Professor, Department of Environmental Planning 
School of Planning and Architecture, Bhopal

India, just like many other 
developing nations, is 
struggling to manage the 
water supply demands and 
municipal waste menace 
generating from rapidly 
growing urban areas. Here, 
I wish to broadly list, some 
of the transformations related 
with both.
Urban Water Supply
Water supply had been 
considered as a free 
commodity and was never 
considered as an economic 
good in the older days. 
Before the reign of British, 
we used to have community 
ownership of water bodies 
and the abstraction rights 
were decided by the village 
councils. This completely 
changed during British 
reign. Here, the provincial 
governments took control of 

the water bodies and through 
legislations such as Indian 
Easements Act, 1882, made 
it lawful to extract ground 
water from the land owned 
by an individual. This had an 
implication on the aquifers 
shared by multiple users. In the 
post-independent India, urban 
water supply is predominantly 
in the hands of agencies 
which are Government or 
parastatal in nature. However, 
privatisation of urban water 
supply is also present at a 
limited scale. 
Due to fast spreading urban 
areas, providing water supply 
systems to all the nook and 
corner is a daunting task for 
any agency shouldering this 
responsibility. Because of 
the cost implications and the 
non-recovery of the already 
invested capital expenses 

and annual operation & 
maintenance expenses make 
it un-viable for the agencies 
to embark on expansion of 
the service coverage. Realistic 
pricing of the water supply is 
the way forward for achieving 
both financial viability and 
water conservation. It has 
been found that non-pricing 
approaches for achieving 
water conservation such as 
awareness creation, voluntary 
efforts such as low-flush 
toilets etc. were in-effective 
in comparison with pricing 
approaches such as tariffs, 
taxes etc. Even within the 
pricing approaches there are 
two types: conventional and 
realistic. Hence, adoption of 
realistic pricing approaches 
such as metered pricing, 
increasing block tariff structure 

Right:
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Subsidising the connection 
cost which is incurred in 
laying the service line from 
the distribution system to the 
user’s end is the way out. 
Going back to the older 
system of community-based 
management of water supply 
is the option having long-term 
sustainability. In this form of 
decentralised system, people 
have to manage the operation 
and maintenance of the system. 
In order to have a sense of 
ownership, the community 
members would have to bear 
certain portion of the capital 
cost for implementation of the 
distribution system. Example 
for one such system is the 
mini-water supply project in 
Calicut district in Kerala.

Municipal Solid Waste
As per the Municipal Solid 
Waste (MSW) Management 
& Handling Rules, municipal 
solid waste management 

Top: Sreehari S
TKMCE, Kollam

etc. is a transformation from 
the conventional pricing 
approaches such as flat 
pricing and un-metered 
connections and non-pricing 
approaches.
There are many issues 
pertaining to water supply 
systems in urban areas 
of India: Un-accounted 
for water (UFW), low-
cost recovery, un-metered 
connections, in-equitable 
coverage, fast depleting 
water sources. Poorer 
segments of the society do 
not have any access to the 
system due to very high 
connection charges. Basic 
water requirement for an 
individual to survive is known 
as the ‘lifeline supply,’ which 
should be provided at a very 
low rate to the economically 
weaker segments of the 
population. But for this to 
happen, these segments must 
be brought within the service 
coverage. 

have following stages: waste 
segregation and storage, 
segregated collection, 
segregated processing, 
disposal of rejects from 
processing in sanitary 
landfills. In Indian urban 
areas, in order to achieve 
these, lot of efforts are yet to 
be taken. 
As per the MSW (M&H) rules, 
sanitary land-filling involves 
filling a constructed trench 
with the inert component of 
municipal solid waste in a 
safe manner which typically 
involve geo-membranes 
made of High-Density 
Polyethylene (HDPE) to act 
as impervious liner. Inert 
category of municipal solid 
waste consists of matters 
such as street sweepings, 
dry leaves and any other 
waste which do not come 
within the categories of bio-
degradable and recyclable.
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must In Indian urban areas, 
the final disposal sites are 
nothing but huge depressions 
or just vacant land parcels 
without any scientific 
designing involved. In reality, 
all types of waste reach 
the designated dump sites 
without having any measures 
to disallow percolation of 
leachate generated from the 
biodegradation of the organic 
waste. This is one of the major 
environmental threats resulting 
from un-scientific method of 
waste disposal followed in 
Indian urban areas. 
Due to the fast growth of 
urban areas which has led to 
its sprawl in turn has made it 
operationally difficult for the 
municipal agencies to manage 
the municipal solid waste from 
collection till final disposal. In 
order to make the operation 
of the waste handling system 
financially feasible, authorities 
have resorted to setting up 
of transfer stations. At these 
stations, municipal solid waste 
get transferred from number of 
small vehicles to single large 
vehicle and head for the 
processing sites such as those 
for treating bio-degradable 
component of waste 
(composting, bio-methanation) 
and for recyclable component 
of waste (Waste to Energy 
(WTE) or recycling facilities).
Composting is one of the waste 
processing options available 
and adopted to some extent in 
Indian urban areas. Only the 
bio-degradable component of 
municipal solid waste is usable 
in this process. Typically, for 
the complete conversion from 
waste to compost, it takes 
about four weeks. Depending 
on the ambient temperature 
and other climatological 
aspects such as humidity, 
the method of composting 

must be intelligently chosen. 
E.g.: In case of Ladakh, in-
vessel technology is the most 
feasible one because of 
the vast diurnal variation of 
temperature there. Compost 
is considered as a ‘wealth’ 
and is deemed as means to 
recover cost incurred in setting 
up of the waste management 
system. 
In Indian urban areas, non-
segregated storage and the 
subsequent non-segregated 
handling must end to bring 
about transformation in the 
waste management system. 
Clean India Mission is a right 
step towards making people 
aware about the importance 
of waste segregation at 
source and recycling/ reuse. 
Considering waste as wealth 
and the golden principle 
of 4Rs (Recycling, Reuse, 
Recovery, Reduce) are the 
right approaches for tackling 
the ever-increasing menace 
of municipal solid waste. 
Bioremediation of the dumped 
waste sites and mining of 
reusable components from 
them are transformations from 
the conventional approach of 
abandoning the final disposal 
sites once the capacities 
are exhausted. Other 
transformations in this sector 
are also happening such 
as centres for segregation 
of mixed waste and for 
processing e-waste, etc.

Clockwise from top: 
1. Meera Aswathy N
TKMCE, Kollam
2. Anupriya 
Aggarwal
SPA Delhi
3. Sherwyn Zeniyadh
TKMCE, Kollam



2 2

C H A N G E 
H A B I T S  TO 
B U I L D  L I VA B L E 
H A B I TAT

Dr. Abdul Razak Mohamed
Dean Faculty Welfare, Professor Dept of Planning & Nosplan 
Faculty Coordinator, 
School of Planning and Architecture, Vijayawada

When you are living in houses 
of single or families, get ready 
to CHANGE your habits to 
create better and liveable 
micro habitats; irrespective 
of living in villages, towns 
and cities. Habits are the by-
product and expression of 
culture by people. Habitats 
are the driving forces to create 
spaces for living, working, 
moving, socializing and 
entertaining, either alone or 
along with other fellow human 
beings and all the other living 
things.  Habits are individual 
behaviour which take place 
again and again some time 
without their conscious and 
influence one’s daily activities. 
Houses and streets are the 
important places to influence 
behaviour of one’s life.
Urban area is the melting 
pot of diverse culture and 
habits of people. The  built 
environment such as home, 
street, neighbourhoods in 
villages, towns and cities are 
created by people and their 
habits. People spend more 

time outside houses and 
doing things. In metropolitan 
cities, where people are 
away from native places and 
want to make the most out of 
their routine daily work and 
experiences. However, to 
make a change, people have 
a habit to see the outcomes. 
Realising the fact that doing a 
big thing needs synergy and 
motivation. The best thing to 
be happen is to make the big 
things in to small ones and 
executable, not by others but 
by oneself. 
When you are ready about 
changing the habit, find 
a suitable way. Don’t buy 
ready-made or Junk food 
which might cause a negative 
impact of your health. Allocate 
some time, work on making a 
routine activity to cook from 
scratch, and it’ll help you to 
learn and improve on which 
could be a healthy habit too. 
Develop a habit of growing 
potted plants such as green 
leaves, vegetables and flowers 
in an available space in the 

house (balconies and terraces) 
you are living no matter which 
floor. I tend to enjoy when I 
harvest the green leaves and 
veggies grown in my balcony, 
cook and eat with my meals. 
It is nothing but bring nature 
into your houses. Develop 
a habit of ‘walk and shop” 
rather than use vehicles, to 
avoid traffic, pollution, energy 
use, more importantly to note 
that the ‘walk and shop’ will 
fuel to develop one’s physical 
and mental health. Install solar 
lamps in the house compound 
to get light during nights in 
the street not only for safe and 
healthy sleep but save energy 
and reduce electricity bill. 
Streets, out side the houses 
should be  seen a place of 
living, not only for socializing 
with neighbour’s but also 
give a place for children to 
run, cycle and play around. 
This happens only when one 
should not litter the street 
or the vacant plot with the 
house hold solid waste dumps 
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and motivated and active 
to do small useful activities 
at individual, family and 
community level. Here comes 
making of neighbourhood 
places, directed  by positive 
habits and behaviour. Positive 
habits to list and follow is 
not a Herculean task it is 
simply an attitude change. It 
can be done as individual, 
family and community levels. 
it can be done. Many of 
the daily needs are satisfied 
from the immediate built 
environment. For doing good 
for us and nature one can 
change towards developing 
positive habits which are not 
destructive but be productive.
I am extremely happy 
and positive to note that 
the NosPlan 2019 ignite 
‘CHANGE’ as the prime 
driver of creating new thinking 
towards the academic and 
cultural events to take place 
in the National Convention 
during December 2019 at 
Dehradun, India.

Top:Divakshi Bharadwaj Amity 
University, Nodia

Left:Yamini SPA Vijaywada

allow the waste water to 
flow on to the streets. There 
are many more small ones, 
discover, put in action and 
experience the benefit. 
It could be difficult to make 
change, it needs to build 
goals which are social and 
environment friendly, beneficial 
to people and nature. The best 
way to change is get 



2 4

Kaveri Gaikwad
SY student
College of Engineering, Pune

Physical layout of a city evolves 
with time and other dynamic 
prospects and is widely studied 
by town planners to formulate 
models of urban growth that 
serve as a tool for various 
planning processes. The 
layout of streets might seem 
unimportant, to the citizen 
who gives little serious thought 
to the physical and communal 
development, a middle-of-the-
road, uninteresting and trivial 
matter. Yet, it is identified 
by planners as the visual 
description of the layout of the 
city. A map of transportation 
network is essentially how a 
city operates. It determines, 
movement in and outside 
the city, how people shall 
live and travel to and from, 
how they shall work and 
play. It also shapes the 
character of the home and 
its surroundings, the safety, 
comfort and convenience of 
the people, and the efficiency 
of government and the public 
service. Planning of street 
layouts were until recent times, 
in a condition of obscurity 
and neglect. As a problem 
in functional economy, it has 
gained cognizance as the 
backbone of a community in 
the modern practice of town 
planning, which commands 
specialists to meet the 

demand for a more scientific 
and efficient solution of the 
complex problems which 
have been created by the 
intensive and dynamic growth 
of cities. Streets have existed 
in various forms wherever 
humans have congregated  in 
settlements and communities, 
but only in cases where a 
city has been planned with 
spatial understanding have, 
they functioned, served the 
purpose and met ends that 
were expected in foresight.
Introduction to farming led the 
development of mankind from 
nomadic status to civilised 
settlements. Further increase 
in land under agriculture 
introduced trade for various 
commodities which fetched 
the need of secured passages 
between settlements. 
Simultaneously, need for 
storage of various agricultural 
produce within a settlement 
directed the development of 
internal network of roads. 
Geographical location 
of settlement, location 
of waterbody, climate, 
topography, nature of soil 

Top:
Navya Chitte,  
JNAFAU
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and natural products of 
the location play important 
role in the development of 
internal network of roads. The 
Harappa and Mohenjo-Daro 
civilisations were typically 
characterised by straight and 
right-angled road pattern, 
in this concern. Apart from 
this, strategic importance of 
the location greatly affected 
types of roads constructed 
with developments in military 
and artillery systems defining 
the basic nature of network. 
After the Industrial revolution, 
availability of rare metals and 
skilled workers, as a result 
of advances in technology, 
changed mode of transport 

from walking, horse-carts 
and other animal driven 
carriages to mechanically 
driven cars. Consequently, 
changes in vehicle pattern for 
transportation influenced the 
nature and type of internal 
communication passages 
called roads. A road network 
was thus determined by the 
topographic factors along 
with social, economic, cultural 
and urban form determining 
the land-use pattern. These 
patterns together with space 
and  building, essentially 
formed the fabric of a city, we 
know today.
In recent times in Indian cities, 
streets developed as a result of 
change in land use patterns, 
which have resulted in urban 
sprawl and abundant use of 
private vehicles. Changing 
use of patterns can thus 
be attributed to changing 
development in vehicular  
movement and ridership shifts. 

Although a layout is meant 
to form a framework and 
a base, dynamic nature of 
planning has upturned the 
entire concept giving way to 
new three-dimensional curves 
mapping our evolution.

C R O S S I N G  T H E  N E T W O R K S  A N D 
D OT T I N G  T H E I R  E V O L U T I O N
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C H A N G I N G  U R B A N  S P R AW L 
O F  C I T I E S :  A  G E O S PAT I A L 
Ankit Khatoliya
Arzoo Kumari
Prabhjyot Singh
Pratyush Kumar
School of Planning and Architecture, Delhi

India, at present, is 
experiencing an increase 
in the percentage of urban 
population with a growing 
number of cities. There has 
been a 51% rise in number 
of cities with population 
more than 1 million, from 
35 in 2001 to 53 in 2011. 
The count is sure to go up 
as we proceed  through the 
continuum of time. With the 
increase in urban population, 
the sprawl of the city 
increases too, both vertically 
and horizontally, and can be 
examined by comparing the 
sprawl of the city temporally 
across years.
This study looks into the 
changing horizontal sprawl 
of million plus cities of India, 
comparing their land cover 
change over the past three 
decades. A Land Use Land 
Cover (LULC) map was built 
for every consecutive year 
starting 1988 till 2019, for 
these cities, using supervised 
classification method with 
a CART (Classification and 

Regression Tree) classifier 
algorithm on Google Earth 
Engine. Samples were trained 
for the land covers of Urban 
built-up, water body, green 
cover and barren land. The 
images of Landsat 5 TM+, 
Landsat 7 ETM and Landsat 8 
at 30-meter spatial resolution 
were used and it was ensured 
that all the images were of 
the same season with minor 
variations of 1-2 months when 
unavoidable. For the purpose 
of this article, of the 13 cities 
undertaken for analysis, only 
one city (Vadodara) and its 
analysis will be discussed.
Figure 1captures the change 
in the settlement  sprawl of the 
city of Vadodara, Gujarat for 
the years 1988, 1998, 2008 
and 2019. 
Figure 1 Temporal comparison 
of LULC of  Vadodara

As is evident from the images 
obtained after consistent 
classification across the years, 
it was found that the cities 
have experienced horizontal 

spatial growth which occurs at 
the cost of agricultural land, 
barren land and water bodies 
in the vicinity of the city. To 
empirically derive this, graphs 
(Figure 2) were plotted after 
the extraction of the count of 
pixels of each classification. 
It is found that urban sprawl 
has grown from just 13 Km2 
to 113 Km2 in 30 years while 
barren land reduces from  
121 Km2 to 26Km2.A similar 
trend is shown by water 
bodies and greenspaces in 
the vicinity. Water bodies 
show a trend of reduction 
from 0.14 Km2 to 0.06 Km2 
and green cover from 31.2 
Km2 to 26.3 Km2. The study 
from the graphs plotted and 
the visuals obtained from the 
classified maps, both depict 
the same observation.

When relating the sprawl of 
the city to population (Figure 
3), it is found that as the 
population has risen over 
time at a steady growth rate, 
the area of the built-up in the 
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city has boomed initially and 
stagnated over time as  it 
reached the saturation within 
the municipal boundary of the 
city and the city may have 
started growing vertically 
to accommodate influx of 
population.
From this study we see that 
in every case of the cities 
with population greater than 
a million, the sprawl of the 
city has increased and has 
encompassed what was 
earlier either barren land or 
agricultural/green cover. 

Left: Fig 3. 
Temporal Change 
in Population and 
Area of Vadodara

Below: Fig 2. 
Temporal change in 
urban and barren 
land covers for 
Vadodara city

Right: Fig 1. Temporal 
comparison of LULC of 
Vadodara

Availability of per capita 
water space and green 
space is seen to reduce 
from  by 78% and 58% 
between 1988 and 2019 
respectively. As  we progress 
towards a higher percentage 
of people living in urban 
spaces, we are looking 
towards spreading cities 
and reducing per capita 
water and per capita green 
spaces. 

If not planned properly for 
these change, it will have 
adverse effect on the living 
environment of these people 
who are bound to be filling in, 
into the cities in near future, 
with little recreational spaces 
or inequitable distribution of 
the same, one needs to keep 
these changes in mind when 
planning these sprawls. To 
conclude, in the words of 
Heraclitus, a pre-socratian 
philosopher, “Nothing 
endures but change.”
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C O N C E P T U A L  C O N S T R U C T I O N 
O F  A  C I T Y

Arun Shankar. M,
Government Engineering College, Thrissur

It  is an ostensible and 
paradoxical belief that the 
developed cities in India 
have nevertheless been 
boomed by the generally 
claimed ‘developments’. The 
very notion of urbanization 
happens with the influx of the 
floating, dwelling, as well as 
the migrating labour force, or, 
in the reverse elucidation, a 
surge of labour force towards 
a centric point could be 
understood as urbanization. 
Be it commercial, industrial, 
medical, educational or 
whatever sector in a city, 
everything falls under the 
unanimously cohering label, 
namely “Business”. On deeper 
examination, it could be 
understood that development 
in an area is relatively 

dependent on the business it 
scales successfully, along with 
the concentration towards 
improvisations in the physical 
infrastructures of a city. The 
morale of a city passively 
depends on the tangible 
factors like business/corporate 
markets, while intangible 
factors such as culture, custom, 
climate, natural resources, 
etc happen to be the major 
aspects that embrace the 
same. Having established 
the relativity between the 
commercial stances and the 
advancement of an urban 
or even be it a suburban 
zone, the encumbrances or 
rather the loopholes in the 
existing framework of Urban 
fabrics could be pedantically 
investigated. 

Development of a city happens 
in parallel with scopes of 
opportunities that the particular 
region has got to offer, which 
again boomerangs back to 
the statistics and relativity of 
inflow in labour force with the 
commerce. In the long run, 
the city breaches and reaches 
its saturation point, as it is 
subject to a rise in population, 
pollution, exploitation of 
natural resources and quality 
of livelihood. Bangalore, 
Delhi, Mumbai, etc. cities 
are the top-notch examples 
for dreadful and disquieting 
urbanization. However, this 
outburst could be drastically 
curtailed or even improved 
with a grand old forgotten 
concept of “Distributive and 
Scattered Urbanization.”
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 It is the basic human nature 
to head right to the nucleus 
of the city, irrespective of the 
distance they ought to cover 
to make their purchases on 
petty groceries, clothing, etc. 
The very notion of blindfolded 
belief in hypermarkets and 
malls has led to the decline 
of the small scale business 
system of the cities. It is a 
proven fact that 65% of the 
malls in India run in a loss as 
the only profit they make is 
through the ‘cinemas’. It could 
be inferred from the figures 
provided by “The Business 
Times” that, only 12 out of 
95 supermarkets in Delhi run 
decently closer to the profit 
line. 

Left: Rushi
SPA Vijaywada

Transportation, economy, 
institutional services, 
entertainment, etc. improve 
majorly by promoting the 
circumferential business 
sectors.
Encouraging these ideas of 
urbanisation could help in 
retrieving and retaining the 
culture, custom, heritage and 
other assets that India has 
been and is still being known 
for, amongst other countries 
in the world. The pressure 
on the environment for road 
network developments, 
residential units, etc will 
drastically stoop down. 
The veracity of the discussed 
content on the urban context 
may not seemingly be in an 
inclination of acceptance to 
many, but maybe understood 
as a speculative articulation 
to enliven and alongside 
meticulously organise the 
cancerous developments, by 
creating options to retain 
the existing identities of an 
urban. 

Keeping aside the window 
shoppers, the purchasing 
group of the customers 
happen to become the 
prime targets on which the 
entire focus ought to be 
shifted to. Apart from the 
customers hailing from the 
neighbourhood, or within 1-2 
kilometres of the radius of any 
hypermarket, almost all other  
inflowing customers, fail to 
encourage the business hubs 
in the circumference of their 
respective locality. 
There has been a belief that 
quality goods are available 
only in the hypermarkets/
malls. This false belief has 
been radically daunting the 
businesses in Indian urban 
contexts as the fringes 
and suburban peripheries 
continue to be under-
developed. Given that the 
consumers start placing 
their demands in the nearest 
commercial hubs, the 
demand eventually goes up. 
If 50%-60% of a particular 
region start depending on 
their neighbouring business 
units, not only will their 
business go up, but also 
will the quality of services 
improve over the period 
and subsequently open 
up opportunities for the 
inflowing labour population, 
which otherwise settle down 
at a particular concentration 
point. 



3 0

T R A N S F O R M AT I O N  O F 
G U R G A O N

Sakshi Gilhotra
M.Plan, 2nd year, 
SSAA

Right: Cyber hub, 
Gurgaon

The transformation of 
Gurgaon- a city that emerged 
from dusty barren lands to a 
millennial city is a great story 
in itself. One can witness 
the spectacular and rapid 
urbanization of this city, where 
the totally agrarian land 
transformed into a privatized 
urban property through a 
series of events, the wholesale 
acquisition of agricultural 
land, uneven integration 
of the acquired land into 
real estate urban property 
and thereafter a capitalized 
development. The city evolved 
from a agrarian set up to a 
site of global accumulation 
where the dominance of 
privatized urban development 
is clearlyfelt.
The cyber hub Gurgaon, a 

discernible area that grew in 
the millennial era and rose 
to new heights. Offering a 
high tech lifestyle and an 
imposing cityscape through its 
high rise buildings, corporate 
precincts, rapid transit and a 
dominant skyline comprising 
of glass facades, the city is 
the representative of India’s 
global accommodation of IT 
sector and privatized urban 
growth. Showcased as the 
ambassador of the IT fabric, of 
the largest IT hub in the NCR, 
it represents the powerhouse 
of our nation with its high 
technosetup.
The story of Gurgaon’s 
transformation not only 
speaks about the changes in 
land use or global privatized 
development, but also of 
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the changes in society and 
culture. The city we see 
today has been shaped by 
different energies, different 
people from the country as 
well as from abroad through 
their different cultures and 
ethics. The city throughout its 
transformation has struggled 
to adopt the new spaces, new 
patrons, new art forms and 
ever changing skyline.
Gurgaon today showcases 
the urge towards being 
recognized as India’s model of 
globalization and capitalism. 
The city is ever dynamic and 
full of energies, totally different 
from the other cities of India 
where the traditions and 
ethics dominate our urban 
realm. Cyber city is a great 
contrast to our Indian cities, 

accommodating an altogether 
different development and 
different population.
Traditional Indian cities 
focused on giving emphasis 
to public life, to social 
interactions and culture. 
But Gurgaon as of today 
represents a city that is too fast 
and rapid, competing with the 
whole world entirely following 
the globalization trend. 
Gurgaon offers perfection 
and dynamism, but at the 
same time it looks too foreign 
and misses out on the quality 
of public realm that makes 
people feel belongingness 
towards a place. On one hand 
are the visible tremendous 
opportunities and on the 
other hand is a strong feeling 
of alienation with no sense of 
belonging. The transformation 
has clearly missed out on 
providing open spaces 
creating a mess of built fabric 
that rarely invokes public and 
social interaction. 

“Each city has an 
energetic quality, all 
of its own- a way of 
speaking, an individual 
offering and its own 
darkness and light”

The rapid transit exhibits fast 
movement but also reflects 
the lack of walkability that 
could bring more people on 
the street and reduce this 
feeling of alienation.
Thus transformation of 
Gurgaon suggests uneven 
changes, lack of integrity of 
spaces and a story of lost 
traditions, but this is also the 
city that holds the future of IT 
sector of India and promises 
growth of our Indian 
economy and technology.
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C O P E N H A G E N :
A  J U X TA P O S I T I O N  O F 
R E S I L I E N C E  A N D  L I VA B I L I T Y

Kiran Kumar. S, 
Government Engineering College, Thrissur

The past 30 years have seen 
Copenhagen transform itself 
from an ageing, indebted 
city with declining industries 
and inhabitants, to one of 
the happiest and best cities in 
the world to live in according 
to various international 
rankings. Copenhagen has 
placed its trust for resilience 
on a dynamic economy and 
a green and inclusive urban 
environment for its citizen. 
Forging  ahead with the goal 
of making cities more livable, 
the city has launched various 
revitalization of several 
declining neighborhood over 
the decade with the ambitious 
aim of meeting economic, 
social, and environmental 
goals, which offers each of its 
citizens a homogenous and 
social fabric. 
In 1980’s the city was 
suffering from a decline of 
its port and industries with 
unemployment reaching about 
17.5% and an annual deficit 
of $750 Million. The city 
was  trapped in an endless 
cycle of deindustrialization, 
unemployment, high welfare 
costs, suburbanization, an 
outdated housing market, 

and strong segregation. The 
city was remarkably able 
to turn things around with 
unemployment being rate 
being 4.4% in 2017.
The primary purpose of the city 
is to make the city  more livable, 
so all aspects of its citizen 
are taken into consideration, 
under an inclusive strategy. 
This primarily focuses on jobs 
and affordable houses but 
also a green environment and 
citizens’ health and lifestyles. 
With the  climate change 
increasing by the day, the city 
will find itself battling increased 
rainfall, with the infrastructure 
incapacitated severely. 
The amount of flooding is 
suspected to increase. In 
2011, a particularly heavy 
rainfall caused over $1 billion 
in damage and a hundred 
year’s rainfalls has happened 
twice in the past five years.
The city has a preference for 
green and forward-looking 
infrastructure. An example 
of this is the integration in 
neighborhoods of green 
spaces that can retain water 
when rainfalls cause risks of 
flooding. Also, during heavy 
rains, the rainwater is retained 

in parts of the park and is 
directed to the city’s water 
system, and is also utilized 
in the summer to water the 
plants in the garden. 
The city is also striving to be 
the first carbon-neutral city 
by 2025 and has allocated 
a fund of $425 towards 
this. Energy, both electricity 
generation and heating, is 
a major component when  
considering carbon-neutral 
cities, and the thrust is towards 
wind turbines and biomass.
In Copenhagen, the meaning 
of livable cities goes beyond 
affordable housing, clean 
air, jobs and transportation  
infrastructure. The city also 
considers the provisions of 

public gathering spots where 
people can meet, gather, 
play, and engage, a crucial 
component of this progression. 
This has the purpose of building 
and maintaining the social 
fabric that is so fundamental 
to resilient societies. The 
swimming pool at the harbor 
of Copenhagen, which is the 
result of the climate prevention 
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Regarding preventive actions, 
Copenhagen made the 
headlines by launching 
clinics to treat stress, anxiety 
and depression in 2014, 
spending around €800,000. 
In Copenhagen, above 40% 
of all commutes are made by 
bike.
Despite its strong momentum, 
the city faces challenges are 
the housing  market and the 
growing social needs of its 
population.
Copenhagen has based 
its resilience on a dynamic 
economy and a green and 
inclusive urban environment 
for its inhabitants. The 
two building blocks of this 
strategy are green “future-
proof” infrastructure and an 
inclusive social fabric. This 
has materialized through 
comprehensive urban 
planning.

Top: Snigdha Dev 
Roy
SPA Delhi

Right: Saranya
GEC, Thrissur

Health is also a key determinant 
in any happiness index and a 
strong emphasis on the city of 
Copenhagen. The intervention 
of the city on health is twofold 
and a strong emphasis on 
the city of Copenhagen. 
Denmark has (1) a notoriously 
generous social welfare system 
with preventive actions and 
(2) the city of Copenhagen 
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S U S TA I N A B L E 
M O B I L I T Y

Aakriti
School of Planning and Architecture, Delhi

Cities are engine of innovation 
and economic growth. 
Employment opportunities and 
social services attract people 
from rural areas and other 
regions. To accommodate 
growing demand for 
residential and commercial 
space, urban boundaries 
are extending in an often 
uncoordinated manner, 
especially in rapidly growing 
cities in developing countries. 
Cities with an effective system 
for managing land use can 
ensure that this development 
happens in close proximity to 
high quality walking, cycling 
and public transport facilities. 
Mixed use and compact urban 
development can considerably 
reduce the demand for 
travel by private motorized 
modes. Too often, transport 
infrastructure fails to keep up 
with the mobility needs of the 
growing population. The use of 
private vehicles and informal 
paratransit increases the gap  
in demand that is not met by 
other modes. Cities around the 
world are searching for better 
alternatives to provide greater 
accessibility and mitigate the 
negative impacts caused by 
the dependence on personal 

Top: Munjal Mehta, ANU

motor vehicles. Urban Mobility 
Plans that are currently being 
adopted have expanded the 
scope of traditional planning 
processes by focusing on 
overarching policy goals as 
well as the mobility needs 
of all population groups. 
Comprehensive and inclusive 
mobility planning has proven 
to be an effective way for 
identifying the right priorities 
and measures for achieving a 
safe, efficient and accessible 
urban transport system which 
is serving the needs of the 
population and the economy. 
It is a way to identify financing 
options and support the 
optimal use of public funds.
It is imperative to understand 
that having policies  for 
mere provision of supporting 
infrastructure cannot even 
suffice the present dynamics, 
let alone the future concerns. 
Furthermore, the transformation 
of public transit agencies from 
organizations that operate 
vehicles into customer-oriented 
‘mobility managers’ requires a 
shift in organizational culture. 
The use of livability and 
social welfare as organizing 
principles act as radical 
challenges to organizations. 

City logistics involves local 
government intervention in a 
realm in which it is relatively 
inexperienced—and therefore 
requires collaboration and 
partnership with the private 
sector.In fact, innovation 
itself may prove to be the 
most promising path to 
sustainability. New ideas are 
continually being tested; many 
fail, but the best ideas thrive 
and are adapted elsewhere. 
The lesson of these efforts is 
that the key to sustainability 
will be leadership from activists 
and policy professionals who 
have the optimism and vision 
to innovate, and the courage 
to learn from occasional 
failures.Because in order 
to experience a change 
ultimately, transformation and 
innovation are two sides of 
a same coin, the coin of 
sustainable mobility!
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T H E R E 
I S  M O R E 
TO  T H E 
G R E E N S 
T H A N 
W H AT 
M E E T S 
T H E  E Y E

of the ULB, opposition is 
usually strong when there’s 
climate change is at stake. 
Another point of contention  
is that green covers in 
urban areas help reduce the 
urban heat effect. Plus, it’s 
a bonus when citizens are 
more aware of their nature. 
Now, coming to the latter 
point of view, infrastructure 
is believed to help reduce 
pollution by encouraging 
public transportation. These 
projects have many assets; 
replanting and relocating 
considerable amount of plants 
and trees being one of them. 
This project hopes to aid 
people in reducing personal 
vehicles encouraging public 
transport. It also connects the 
inaccessible sites spreading 
the motto of inclusivity. So, 
what’s all the face off about? 
You might as well ask. 
Although development is done 
for protecting the environment 
and abating pollution, 
ironically it encourages the 
initial steps of degradation. 
Clashes occur when there is a 
grey area that is left unnoticed 
and unresolved. Being an 
aspiring planner and learning 
about various concepts of 
the realm, I understand why 
infrastructural development is 
necessary and the impact it 
has on the economic sector. 
The assets of projects do 

edge out the losses and the 
plan guarantees successful 
implementation in the end. 
However, more stringent 
and detailed procedures 
must be enforced in order 
to grant permissions. Just so 
you know, Earth was formed 
billions of years ago and 
if we compare the time of 
mankind’s evolution, you’ll be 
surprised to know, it’s only 
been 3seconds! And we’re 
already witnessing the effects 
of climate change. So much 
for the ‘fun’ fact. The question 
that now remains is; Must 
we go forward with projects 
concerning development and 
conservation of environment, 
but at the cost of nature? Or 
must we change our idea of ‘ 
development’? A famous movie 
quote that has stuck with me 
is “We resign ourselves to the 
oh-so-sad future, just because 
that horrendous future doesn’t 
ask anything of us today…” Is 
this who we truly are? 
I believe that we may be speck 
of dusts in the wide  universe, 
but we did accomplish a lot 
for 3 seconds! My perspective 
stands to seek and understand 
the grey area we left out, just 
because it was too tedious 
to process. I seek to discover 
the hidden third door that 
addresses both the point 
of views. Maybe, a bit of 
‘Parivartan’, is what we all just 
might need.

Aditya Deshmukh
TY student
College of Engineering, Pune

Recently in October 2019, 
strenuous opinions were 
reported about felling trees 
in Mumbai. The reason? 
Creation of an underground 
metro shed. Metro sheds are 
basically a depot for metro 
rails. Now, consider this 
situation as a mere observant. 
There were two parties: 
one fighting with motto of 
conserving the environment 
by opposing the cutting of 
tress, while the other party 
is in favour of infrastructure 
development which will 
eventually reduce pollution. 
From the former point of view, 
chopping trees in urban areas 
is like purposely digging your 
own grave hoping you’ll never 
have to lie in it. Although here, 
permission was granted to cut 
trees by the Tree Authorities 
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S U P E R B LO C K S :  TA K I N G 
S T R E E T S  B A C K  F R O M  C A R S
Upasana Patgiri
SPA Bhopal

As a first year student of 
Planning, one thing that I have 
learnt is that in today’s world 
sustainable development and 
creativity are the two most 
important concepts in Urban 
Planning. All the different 
ways and patterns that a city 
or town could be laid down 
in (linear, radial, grid iron 
and so on) have been already 
given and put to use centuries 
back and now is the time to 
bring about changes in them 
in a way which is innovative 
as well as sustainable to 
create settlements of the future 
which help us in achieving 
the sustainable development 
goals.
Cities, a very significant 
creation of mankind, are 
today ruled by cars and 

traffic. So much so, that we 
people ourselves, all the 
pedestrians, vendors, bikers, 
etc. have been pushed to 
the sidewalks and narrow 
lanes. The only open spaces 
remaining are the few parks 
and playgrounds which also 
are dwindling day by day. 
Are cities really just meant for 
that? Just to commute and not 
to communicate? Are they not 
for people anymore? And if 
yes, then how do we reclaim 
them?
Barcelona in Spain seems 
to have found out a very 
innovative solution to this - 
‘Superblocks’ or Superilles (in 
Catalan), it is a concept that 
I came across in a YouTube 
video by the channel called 
Vox. It is a project designed 

by the Barcelona City Council 
in collaboration with the 
Urban Ecology Agency of 
Barcelona that aims to foster 
sustainable mobility, the 
intensive use of public spaces, 
biodiversity, social cohesion 
involving the participation of 
the general public, a reduced 
ecological footprint and, in 
short, which enhances the 
human dimension of the city. 
A superblock is defined by a 
grid of nine blocks where the 
main mobility happens on the 
roads around the outside of 
the Superblock, and the roads 
within the Superblock are for 
local transit only. The one-way 
system inside the Superblock 
makes it impossible to cut 
through to the other side. That 
gives neighbors access to their 

Right: Yamini
SPA Vijaywada
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garages and parking spaces 
but keeps the Superblock clear 
of through traffic. The aim is to 
improve the quality of life and 
conditions for local residents, 
by rationally managing 
natural resources and public 
spaces. In Barcelona, Five 
areas have been identified 
for this experiment. They are 
in Les Corts, Hostafrancs, 
Eixample, Poblenou and in the 
area around Glòries.
The main person behind this 
concept is Salvador Rueda, the 
director of the Urban Ecology 
Agency. In an interview with 
cities of the future, Rueda 
said the idea of Superblocks 
came to him in 2002 when 
he was designing the new bus 
network for the city.

Top: Image source 
Ajuntament de 
Barcelona

Local residents of Barcelona 
when interviewed about 
their experience of living in 
a superblock neighborhood, 
said that they were really 
happy and wanted the 
entire city to be like that. It 
gave them an opportunity to 
reclaim and rediscover their 
area and get to know their 
neighbors better.

 He and his team designed 
an orthogonal network of 
bus routes that it is being 
implemented today. Based 
on this orthogonal design, 
using the main streets of 
Barcelona to move the buses 
in a grid format, some city 
blocks appeared clear of 
bus traffic. This gave Rueda 
the idea of the Superblocks.



The industrialization has led 
to global warming & this 
triggered climate change 
which resulted in the melting 
of icecaps & forest fires etc. 
There was a rise of 0.3oC to 
1.7oC surface temperature in 
the 21st century and this may 
go up to 4.8oC depending on 
the rate of future greenhouse 
emissions according to the 
fifth assessment report of 
the Intergovernmental Panel 
on Climate Change (IPCC). 
Additionally, the report 
also estimates that nearly 
36 million Indians may be 
affected by flooding due to 
sea-level rise by 2050 and 
200 million lives on land with 
being completely submerged 
by 2100.
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A  LO N G I N G  F O R  
E N V I R O N M E N TA L  J U S T I C E

B.Krishna Samarth
Jawaharlal  Nehru Architecture and fine Arts 
University

Ahana chatterjee
SPAD
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Evidence suggests that life on 
earth has existed for at least 
3.5 billion years. From the 
Stone Age to the 21st century, 
we have witnessed many 
advancements. In this process, 
we have internalized a much-
skewed notion of so-called 
“development”. 
Development is referred to 
as increasing Gross National 
Product or Per Capita Income 
which is equated with growth. 
Rapidly growing developing 
countries are following the 
policies of the 19th Century 
industrial revolution which 
failed to take into account 
the ‘Environmental Debt’ that 
resulted from the so-called 
development and destruction 
caused to the ecosystem. 
Decades of neglect and 
ignorance combined with a 
denial of the human impact 
on climate have resulted in an 
exacerbated rate of species 
extinction which by some 
estimates is 1000 to 10000 
times higher than the natural 
rate of extinction. Since the 
onset of agriculture (12,000 
years ago) the number of trees 
worldwide has dropped by 
46% according to one research 
published in 2018.

Akshay 
SPAB

The recent government 
policies like mining in 
Indian forests, the easing 
of government regulations 
on environmental clearance 
in the name of single 
window clearance and most 
recently the absolute lack 
of seriousness in tackling 
air pollution in Delhi, etc. 
point to a very grim future 
unless there is a radical shift 
in attitudes of the political 
leadership.
In the absence of any action, 
every single aspect of nature 
that we cherish and value 
will be commodified for 
private gains and we may 
have to pay to even catch a 
glimpse of a tree.
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C H A N G E  I S  N O W  F U N D A M E N TA L
Shreya 
Maharaja Sayajirao University 

Did we not share the same world  with them? 
All the cruelty man has been portraying 
towards various forms of life in the current 
time takes us to a point where we need to 
ponder, do we still embrace the traditions 
and customs which we once thrived on? Are 
we enlightened enough to rule this biosphere 
with its complex interrelations to its abiotic 
components? If yes, then why have our 
activities impacted almost every part of this 
planet? Why have we ended up modifying 
parts of any stable ecosystem? Why are we 
the drivers of all global issues? 

Curiosity  of my mind, each day, provokes 
enormous unanswered questions. As a 
school student, I studied that around one 
million species live on Earth; humans, being 
just one of them. We coined the term climate 
as earth's fundamental life support system. I 
use to see pigs roaming around my house, 
sparrows, crows, vultures and not pigeons 
alone. 
Today, many species are either suffering 
because of mankind or we have permanently 
ended their suffering by making them 
extinct. Were they not here when we came 
to existence? 

Chaitanya Lodha 
SPAB
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We humans had a mission behind 
existing on the Earth as the most 
superior species; that is to ensure 
balance, unity and harmony among 
all. It seems that human beings have 
lost the true sense of what it meant 
to be human. 
It is big time, for humanity to focus 
its strength on caring for ecology. 
An immediate need is to enter into a 
new era, where interconnectedness 
and interrelations of all abiotic and 
biotic components are valued and 
lived upon. Sustainable development 
thus has a new definition, that is, 
to bring back the same equation 
of balance of co-existence for 
existence. A change in the present 
thinking and attitude at all levels of 
life has become fundamental.

Left: Sai Manikant
School of Planning and Architecture, 
Vijaywada

We, being the most superior of all 
species, have failed to understand 
that our activities interact and are 
responded to by every part of 
this  complex system that we live 
in - “The Earth: Is it time then, to 
rethink our actions? Earth  does 
not belong to human beings; 
human beings belong to the 
earth. Everything we cannot see in 
addition to ones we see have a re-
establishment of this harmony with 
the natural environment is the least 
we can do for sustaining the well-
being of the planet, for the current 
and future generations. contributed 
to our existence together. 

The problem with us is we see 
the climate change crisis and 
the global economic crisis as 
separate issues, humans and earth 
as separate entities. The whole 
concept of “bits and pieces of the 
same”, is what we have forgotten 
or rather developed a habit to 
neglect. Mother  Earth was alive; 
she was the mother of all beings 
that coexisted in one planet. 
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D O  S H E L L S  S AY 
S O M E T H I N G 
A B O U T  T H E 
C H A N G E  I N 
E N V I R O N M E N T
A N D  E C O SYS T E M ?

The rustling waves and gushing ocean winds, 
memories made. Seashells are held and taken as 
token of happiness and memory of the serenity of the 
blues. Do you ever wonder if the seashells were trying 
to convey something? 
Seashells  are the armour that protect marine molluscs.   
When molluscs grow, their shells grow along with 
them, developing a pattern that is like tree rings, which 
are called increments. They record information about 
the environment in which the organism grew. Molluscs 
live for a long time; they contain climate records that 
span many years. 
Ocean waters undergo a series of chemical reactions 
known as ocean acidification, which causes carbonate 
ions to decrease and hydrogen ions to increase, 
lowering overall pH levels in the process. The ocean 
chemical composition is known through its pH 
concentration and the imbalance in the pH is reflected 
in the growth of the increments of shells, which act as 
indicators of quality of ocean. 
These tiny shelled creatures also play a key role in the 
marine food web and the ocean carbon cycle.  About 
30% of the carbon dioxide released is absorbed by 
the world’s oceans and these emissions are utilized to 
for a process called marine calcification. As the rise 
in level of greenhouse emissions increased due to the 
high level of man- made carbon emissions due the 
high level of burning of fossil flues misbalancing the 
equilibrium maintained in the deep oceans.
Due to the excessive ocean acidification, the corrosive 
seawater makes these shells smoother, thinner and 
less dense, thereby less chances of survival of these 
molluscs, under extreme environment. 

Right: kanishka singh 
Manit

Rithvika dara 
School of Planning and Architecture, 
Vijaywada
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Thus, threatening the existence of 
creatures which absorb the carbon 
dioxide emissions. Thereby rise 
in the level of greenhouse gases 
resulting in the ultimatum  global 
warming, the loop. 
Why do planners need to know 
this?
Planners learn and  study about 
the cities through the development, 
economy, the people and their 
beliefs. It is always important for 
us to understand the role of the 
environment and ecology.
The  excessive carbon-dioxide 
emissions are the reflections of the 
human selfish activities, who care 
least about the co-existence of 
species in the race of growth and 
development. We often forget how 

every little creature is important for 
the sustenance of the human race 
and the ecosystems to survive. 
We need to understand the loops 
and cycles that earth needs, 
to live. Every detailed study is 
important at this hour. We do 
have very little time to protect 
our systems of life. We do need 
to understand addressing the 
issues, of maintaining the marine 
ecological balance along with the 
forest ecosystems is the need of 
the hour since most of our coral 
reefs, forests are wiped out and 
habitats are lost. 
Is this the cost of development  
necessary? Is this change in the 
environment and ecosystem really 
needed? Can we afford this? 
Can the human race withstand 
the rage of nature?

Bottom: Chaitanya Lodha 
SPAB
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Zorba
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India is the home to nearly 16% of  the 
world population and depends only 
on 4% of fresh water available. The 
pervasive availability of ground water 
is one of the causes for agriculture to be 
the main economic sector. Current water 
availability can fulfil 62% of irrigation, 
85% of rural water supply and 45% 
of urban water supply requirement. 
Over exploitation, contamination and 
improper water management are 
propagating the  increasing ground 
water crisis in drilling a magnanimous 
number of 27 million borewells 
across the country. Due to unnatural 
monsoon pattern farmers are preferring 
monocropping to multiple cropping 
creating more water hunger farmers. 
In pursuit of finding this cache, farmers 
drill deep the ground to almost 300m, 
only to meet their demand that serves 
for just 4 months of the harvest period. 
Farmers drill bore well every year as 
the old one has dried, resulting in 
escalated debts that cannot be repaid 
for a lifetime and finally end up their 
life to at least earn back money from  
insurance. The hidden beneficiaries are 
borewell contractors who get plenty of 
orders especially from poor farmers. 
The cost of drilling bore well in the 
current market price is approx. 45Rs. /
ft. up to 200ft. above which the charge 
increases to 4,500 Rs. per hour, for 
labour alone.
These open borewells have resulted in 
unprecedented causalities like children 
getting trapped in borewells. Ensuing 
the death of two-year-old Fathehveer 
Singh, Punjab Chief  Minister Capt. 
Amarinder Singh ordered the State’s 
Water and Sanitation Department 

  

for closure of all abandoned borewells. 
Reward of 5,000 rupees was announced 
for identifying abandoned borewell under 
Tandarust 

This could be a feasible key to revive 
defunct borewell in areas that completely 
depends on rainwater as their primary 
irrigation source which also helps in sealing 
death traps. Though the solution is site 
specific, the underlying idea is to capture 
as much as it could. Many NGO across 
the country are successfully practicing 
this approach. For example, Sankalpa 
Rural Development Society an NG in 
karnataka has come up with a workable 
model and has accomplished in reviving 
1130 abandoned borewells. Lauding this 
attempt the National Bank for Agriculture 
and Rural Development (NBARD) in 
2012, acknowledged it to be one of the 
‘Top five rural innovations of the Year’. 
Kadaimadai Area Integrated Farmer’s 
Association is another organisation in 
Tanjavur and Pudukottai districts of Tamil 
Nadu involved in conversion with the help  
of young volunteers. 

M I N D F U L  O B L I V I O N
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This could be a feasible key 
to revive defunct borewell in 
areas that completely depends 
on rainwater as their primary 
irrigation source which also 
helps in sealing death traps. 
Though the solution is site 
specific, the underlying idea 
is to capture as much as it 
could. Many NGO across 
the country are successfully 
practicing this approach. For 
example, Sankalpa Rural 
Development Society an NG 
in karnataka has come up with 
a workable model and has 
accomplished in reviving 1130 
abandoned borewells. Lauding 
this attempt the National 
Bank for Agriculture and Rural 
Development (NBARD) in 2012, 
acknowledged it to be one of 
the ‘Top five rural innovations 
of the Year’. Kadaimadai Area 
Integrated Farmer’s Association 
is another organisation in 
Tanjavur and Pudukottai districts 
of Tamil Nadu involved in 
conversion with the help of 

young volunteers. 
A basic rainwater harvesting 
structure could consist of the 
revamped borewell, a 
filtration well and a pond. 
A Feeder pond of 8 ft is 
constructed near the site to 
capture water. A trench is 
dug around the borewell and 
filled with filtration layers 
which is course of rubble and 
sand alternatively. The PVC 
pipe is given slits for water to 
seep through. Another well is 
dug near, to slow down the 
percolation of rainwater for 
filtration. During monsoons 
water is captured in the pond 
made to stagnate, for particles 
to settle and percolates 
through well for filtration and 
then to the recharge pit.
The Revival of borewell is 
a solution that is one of its 
kind, as there are many more 
approaches. This article is an 
attempt to conjoin the gaps 
and hitches related to current 
water management issues. 
Thirst for water is a meagre 
approach but the vigilance 
of one’s mind to act should 
be the first step to change. 
PARIVARTHAN without 
WITHIN is vice and immoral.

“Yesterday I was clever, 
so I wanted to change the 
world. Today I am wise, so I 
am changing myself.” 
– Rumi

A basic rainwater harvesting 
structure could consist of the 
Mission, interestingly, around 
45 of 60 borewells were closed 
in less than 24 hours. Deputy 
commissioners of the state 
campaigned to create awareness 
among  farmers, FIR was lodged 
in case of not plugging borewells. 
The solution for this  could be the 
exact antipode of the existing 
case. The same borewell that is 
used to extract water could be 
transformed in  to an apparatus 
that allows rainwater to 
percolate and recharge ground 
water table.

Snigdha Dev Roy 
SPAD
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S O C I O  E C O N O M I C 
D E V E LO P M E N T
I N  I N D I A

Technology is a multidimentional 
process. Some of its main 
dimensions include: level 
of economic development, 
level of education, level of 
health services, degree of 
modernization, status of 
women, level of food, quality 
of housing, goods and 
services delivery, and access 
to  communication. In India, 
the improvement between 
major states in socio-economic 
growth is not standardized. This 
research explores the current 
heterogeneity of inter-state 

growth and thus establishes 
the sensitive measures of 
developmental diversity. 
Instead of analyzing the 
variance of a specific factor 
across states, a composite 
index based on multiple 
variables was developed using 
main component analysis and 
states were grouped according 
to indices derived from four 
widely accepted components: 
(a) economic growth and 
economic condition or, in 
other words, level of economic 
development; (b) common 
minimum requirements; 

Shravani Sonar
Amity University, Noida

The empirical results support 
the general understanding 
of the countries. India’s 
states are characterized by 
significant socio-economic 
development inequalities. The 
variables that are found to be 
more important for the overall 
process of development 
relate to basic needs such as 
employment, food availability, 
minimum purchasing power 
and services such as safe 
drinking water, health care 
infrastructure, etc. It is also 
noted that the enrolment rate 
cannot be raised unless the 
basic requirements of the 
common people are met. True 
development therefore requires 
government action to improve 
basic education, safe drinking 
water services, and health 
care, and remove barriers to 
social minorities, especially 
women. As a prerequisite for 
overall development, the role 
of social development such as 
literacy (and particularly of 
female literacy) in promoting 
basic skills emerges. While 
economic growth in the 
context of expanding gross 
national  product and other 
related variables is one of 
the most fundamental inputs 
to the overall development 
cycle, the fundamental goal 
of development should be to 
expand human capacity that 
has long been overlooked in 
India.

Left: Aizel Antony
GEC Thrissur
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D O E S  I N D I A N  S E T T L E M E N T 
P L A N N I N G  N E E D  A  N E W 
R AT I O N A L  P L A N N I N G 

Adwait S. Limaye 
SPA Bhopal

A historical city has an 
organically developed ‘old 
city core’ characterized by 
dense grain fabric and a 
‘planned new city periphery’ 
characterized by medium to 
sparse grain fabric. Upon 
drawing a comparison 
between these two types, it 
can be found out that besides 
physical distinction, there are 
various other distinctions on 
the basis of climatological, 
sociological and many other 
aspects.
The old city core is historically 
developed by the dwellers 
based on their notions and 
understanding of a settlement 

planning. The ordering 
framework is a ‘grown 
order’. The term ‘order’ 
here, connotes hierarchy of 
spaces, degree of contextual 
interpretation and multi-
usability of a space. These 
plans intrinsically respond to 
various aspects of sustainable 
planning principles, the 
spatial organisation, structural 
forms, spatial hierarchy etc. 
The spaces derived based 
on the functional needs are 
transformative in nature. 
The planned new city 
periphery is implementation 
of the drafted drawings by 
the planners. The ordering 

Right: Divakshi Bharadwaj
Amity University, Noida
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principles are pre-conceived 
and the reality is made to 
match the drawings as close 
as possible. Such plans thus 
exemplify the ‘made order’ or 
‘forced order’. While drafting 
the plans, in its truest sense, 
the intangible aspects are 
often devalued. The planning 
process envisages to nudge 
growth of the city which is 
sustainable and dynamic. In 
the process, the quantitative 
analysis draws more assertion 
as compared to qualitative. 
The spaces which are 
unintentionally carved out in 
between the built spaces are 
described as ‘formless voids’ 
by some critics. These spaces 
are a derivative of the built 
imposing its dominance on 
the urban form.
However, there are 
advantages and limitations of 
both the planning systems. A 
critical research of these can 
help identify the pros and 
develop a responsive planning 
system for the future cities of 
India. This would be with a 
vision of holistic development 
of urban communities. 
The resultant would derive 
its spatial organization 

considering the advantages 
of the ‘old city core’ planning 
principles which responds 
to the  behavioral and other 
social aspects of the urban 
communities. And, it would 
base its ordering principles 
on the ‘planned new city 
periphery’ planning principles 
enabling ease of provisioning 
of infrastructure.
Upon pondering over the 
topic, one may think - Is the 
chaos in the core really mere 
a chaos or rather a challenge? 
Is the orderly development in 
the planned new city really 
the order that the urban 
societies ever yearned for? 
On the  contrary, it is ideal 
to continue with the narrow 
meandering lanes of the old 
city core when the societies 
are demanding a change in 
the lifestyle? Is the planned 
lifestyle helping de-clutter 
one’s thoughts thus giving 
more room for creativity? 
Or  do we simply satisfy 
ourselves by accepting that 
‘Cities are like personalities – 
They change!’?

“Is it ideal to continue 
with the narrow 
meandering lanes of the 
old city core when the 
societies are demanding 
a change in the 
lifestyle? Is the planned 
lifestyle helping de-
clutter one’s thoughts 
thus giving more room 
for creativity? ”

Top: Raj Chaudhary
Amity University, Noida
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K U D U M B A S H R E E
R E F L E C T I O N 
O F  W O M E N 
E M P O W E R M E N T 
I N  K E R A L A

Tinu Susan Scaria
Thangal kunju Musaliar College of Engineering, Kollam

Around the nation, various methods were chosen 
as part of the poverty eradication mission. In 
Kerala, the Kudumbashree program which was 
a community-driven initiative that aimed at 
encouraging women in all aspects of life was 
the method to eradicate poverty within the state. 
And after nearly two decades, Kudumbashree 
is considered a lifeline by countless women 
who have reaped its benefits to carve out an 
identity of their own in society. It helped in 
spawning womanpower, possibly restoring to 
the State it’s lost matriarchal legacy, where the 
women enjoyed pre-eminence, safety, security  
and respect, including self-respect. 
Kudumbashree, a community organization of 
Neighborhood Groups (NHGs) of women in 
Kerala, has been recognized as an effective 
strategy for the empowerment of women in 
rural as well as urban areas: bringing women 
together from all spheres of life to fight for 
their rights or  empowerment. The overall 
empowerment of women is closely linked 
to  economic empowerment. Women through 
these NHGs work on a range of issues such as 
health, nutrition, agriculture, etc. besides income 
generation activities and seeking microcredit.
Kudumbashree differs from  conventional 
programs in that it perceives poverty not just 
as the deprivation of money, but also as the 
deprivation of basic rights. The poor need to 
find a collective voice to help claim these rights.
This venture has taken  many initiatives to start 
from the grassroots level, providing the women 
first with their basic needs and later into training 
them with different skills,to be able to stand 
strong with this growing era.
 The latest for their initiative is ‘The Mahila Mall’, 
another feather in the cap of Kudumbashree 

Kozhikode Corporation CDS which was 
launched by Shri. Pinarayi Vijayan, Chief 
Minister, Government of Kerala inaugurated 
on 24 November 2018. The Mahilla Mall, 
run entirely by women is a unique project in 
the country, located at Wayanad road near 
Mavoor Road Junction is claimed to be first of 
its kind venture in the country. 
This venture has attempted to bring every 
poor woman in the state within its fold, as a 
consequence of which today Kudumbashree 
is present in every village, panchayat and 
municipality, in every ward, colony and hamlet.
Kudumbashree has  set many milestones 
throughout these years, and surely will do 
more in the coming years as well. This is a 
successful project by the State of Kerala that 
helped hundreds of women on the way in 
fulfilling their small dreams. 
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I M P O R TA N C E 
O F  B R A N D I N G 
A N D  D I G I TA L 
M A R K E T I N G 

Cities around the world compete in 
branding themselves just like a commodity. 
City branding is the process of branding 
a city or place. Visitors and residents 
often go to places wherever they want, 
so differentiating and having unique 
characteristics  bring in investment, people 
and capital to the place. Cities are moving 
towards sustainable development and 
provide their citizens with  a decent quality 
of life. This way they brand themselves and 
also it attracts investments. 
Along the streets there are big posters 
of not only clothing brands or footwear 
brands but also city brands. This is most 
common in terms of tourism for  example- 
Australia, Switzerland and India which 
have a creative tagline that  attracts people 
to visit. Within ‘Incredible India’, we have 
Jaipur - ‘The Pink City’; Bangalore - ‘Silicon 
Valley’ etc. 
Cities need  to brand  themselves as it 
results in good economic growth of the 
city, increased per capita income and 
increase in funds and investments for future 
development. City branding is not about 
branding  and marketing, it’s about how to 
create an image of city in people’s minds 
to make them visit those cities. These days 
people movements are high therefore it is 
important to articulate what city has best 
in it. 
Digital information and communications 
technologies (ICT) are the elements 
of modernization, globalization and 
industrialization. ICT helps urban centers 
in many ways like extending their powers, 

marketing and control over more distant 
regional, national, international and 
global hinterlands. Demand for ICT- 
mobile, TV, computers which help in the 
growth of metropolitan markets. According 
to UNESCO, it has integrated ICT into 
education to ensure equity and access to 
education. The rapid growth in developing 
countries, has led ICT to become a keystone 
in everyday life. 
In today’s world ICT has new additions of 
electronic devices such as smart watches, 
smart wristbands and smart TV. We are 
living in a world that is constantly involved 
in digital world. ICT has an impact on 
our lives- from working to socializing, 
learning and playing. The digital world 
has transformed the way young generation 
communicates, seeks help, access 
information, etc. 

Shreeyali Agarwal
School of Planning and Architecture, Bhopal
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JNAFAU
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Urban planning is done on the implicit 
premise that people form a core part of 
city planning related decision making. 
Cities are places to rejoice. Cities are 
to be celebrated. But, on the dark side 
of the planning blight, people’s needs 
and preferences are highly ignored. It is 
very seldom that urban planning is done 
keeping in the mind the implicit premise 
that people are a part of the city.
Urban planning should be able to manifest 
people’s perception (an environmental 
psychological factor) in planning 
related decision making. Environmental 
psychology, like urban planning, is a 
holistic discipline that provides theories, 
patterns and research tools and methods 
that can be utilized in improving the 

prevailing palliative practice of urban 
planning.
Consider environmental psychology and 
urban planning nexus as an analogy of 
a doctor and patient. When a patient 
approaches, doctor runs a diagnosis. 
Based upon the medical experience and 
knowledge of the doctor, he prescribes 
some medicines for the treatment of the 
patients. The opinions of the diagnosis 
are formed based upon various tests. The 
results of the tests are then treated with 
help of exact medicine/s that the patient 
requires. Think of the environmental 
as the diagnostic study that helps us 
understanding the ‘diseases’ that are 
prevailing in the city. We as planners 
need to take a role of doctor who based 

A  M I N D F U L  P L A N N I N G : 
C H A N G I N G  C I T I E S

Top: kanishka singh, MANIT
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apt solutions to the problems in 
our cities.
Environmental psychology is 
a diagnostic study that helps 
us understand the problems 
and what is good about that 
place. Urban planning on 
the other hand provides a 
prescriptive treatment for what 
is to be treated and what is 
to be kept intact. The nexus 
of environmental psychology 
and urban planning focuses 
on three things at once: 
public participation, methods 
of environmental psychology 
and planning related decision 
making.
Currently, all the data layers 
that planners need to acquire 
do not contain the data for 
environmental psychological 
factors. Planners acquire natural 
systems layers that includes 
contours, vegetation cover, 
drainage systems; cultural or 
human systems that includes 
land ownerships, land uses, 
streets, users etc. However, 
planners do not consider the 
experiential quality that arises 
from the farrago of the natural 
systems and cultural systems. 
We do not plan our cities 

considering the environmental 
psychological factors in mind. 
Even if we do so, 
we are not evaluating it. 
We as planners have become so 
much focused on the economic 
aspects than any other domains 
that planning is willing to 
consider.( Domains such 
social, environmental, ecology, 
environmental psychology 
etc. . are very seldom looked 
into) Sometimes I wonder that 
aren’t we supposed to work 
beyond institutions of economic 
providers. Moreover, we make 
plan in two dimensions. But 
people experience our plans in 
three dimensions. All the people 
experience our plans in different 
manner. This experiential quality 
is experienced differently by 
differential people.
We know more about the 
habitat of animals than we 
know about the habitat of our 
own- the cities. Planners with 
people’s cognition and power 
can make parivartan to suit 
our never-ending needs and 
preferences of our environment. 

“People are 
demi-experts. Let them 
plan their own cities!”

With many of the things like 
new urbanism, traditional 
neighborhoods coming in 
style, I can’t wait for the day 
till people’s perception and 
preferences become a trend.

Top: COEP



5 4

Soosanna Jaxon,
Alumnus,
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Angamaly is one of the 13 municipalities 
of Ernakulum district, located towards 
the northern suburb region of the state 
of Kerala. The municipality stretches 
over an area of 20.40 sq. km and has 
a population of 33,645 as per 2011 
census. The municipality is a gateway 
to the Cochin city and draws in through 
traffic from the northern and southern part 
of the state. It is also a fast developing 
economy with a large number of floating 
population dependency on the town. 
With the presence of one of the busiest 
airports in Kerala, Cochin international 
airport limited (CIAL), the railway station, 
the proximity to Kochi International 
Container Transhipment Terminal 
and the convergence of major roads 
NH544 (previously known as NH47) 
and MC road (SH-1), it is one of the 
fast developing satellite towns of Cochin 
and has been accelerating growth of 
productive sectors. 
Despite the strategic location and 
immense development potential, the 
municipality is highly vulnerable to 
flood threats. Though the region has 
no major rivers flowing through the 
town and has an average elevation 
of 30m above mean sea level with a 
geographical profile of flat land, the 
region got isolated and inundated during 
the recent floods of 2018. . The floods 
have affected a total of 1045 houses, of 

which 1015 were partially damaged 
and 30 completely damaged.  The 
entire public transportation system 
collapsed in the Central Kerala, with 
the closure of the airport, southern 
railways, and by the inundation of 
the major transportation corridor, that 
connects between the northern and 
southern Kerala, Main Central. 
The draft master plan of Kochi city 
focuses on developing the town as 
a transit focal point that can act 
as a growth centre relieving the 
dependency on Kochi city. However 
this scenario of intense growth has 
brought a development pressure over 
the low lying land without catering 
to the environmental concerns. The 
major environment concerns include 
1) land conversion: conversion of low 
lying lands particularly for residential 

‘ P O S T  D I S A S T E R
S C E N A R I O ’ :  R E D E F I N I N G 
D E V E LO P M E N T  P R I O R I T I E S  O F 
A N G A M A LY  M U N I C I PA L I T Y

Top:  Snigdha Dev Roy, SPAD
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and commercial developments. 
There has also been a decline 
in the agriculture in the past 8 
years from 39.27% to 39.02 % 
which is around 796 Ha of land.    
2) Improper Water management 
and Terrain Manipulation: 
Manjaly Thodu and Mullassery 
thodu are the only major water 
bodies of Angamaly. However 
Manjaly has been obstructed 
for the past 55 years by 
large water hyacinths and silt 
accumulation from up streams 
as thick as 3ft. The traffic and 
transportation occupies 7.5 % 
of the total area. It comprises 
mainly of major roads NH 544 
and MC road passing through 
the heart of the city along with 
theT3 terminal and ATC tower 
of the airport. The construction 
of the T3 terminal has resulted 
in the conversion of 103 acres 
of agricultural land, which has 
neglected the environmental 
aspect and has also altered the 

natural flow of the “Chengal 
Thodu”. It has been redirected 
it along the periphery 
altering the natural terrain 
and path of the water body, 
making it regularly flooded 
3) Incomplete system of 
drainage:  In the central area 
of the town, wastewater from 
the market, hotels etc. are let 
into the roadside drains which 
finally drains in to the Manjaly 
thodu and the Vengoorthodu.
Land conversions without 
proper environmental impactA 
change in our development 
approach is most essential at 
the current scenario, which 
can make Angamaly develop 
in a much sustainable manner. 
proper environmental impactA 
change in our development 
approach is most essential at 
the current scenario, which 
can make Angamaly develop 
in a much sustainable manner.

Gautam agarwal 
School of planning and architecture, 
new delhi 

Environment impact 
assessment, during land 
use conversions has to be 
made a part and parcel of 
any development project. 
Suitability and vulnerability 
analysis of any geographical 
area has to be done to ensure 
the prevention and mitigation 
from any future disasters. A 
control over the conversions 
and terrain manipulation 
of environmentally sensitive 
areas, even for smaller 
scale projects, has to be 
made through properly 
regulated rules. Rebuilding 
the municipality requisites for 
sustainable development that 
emphasise on conservation of 
these eco-sensitive and fragile 
areas. Development strategies 
in master plans must focus on 
the concept of resilience and 
sustainability rather than mere 
economic growth.
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India has a total of 230 million vehicles 
as of 2016 and the count is increasing 
at an average rate of 11% every year 
and the growth rates are increasing 
every year due to the profit-oriented 
targets of automobile companies. As 
the road Infrastructure available is 
not being increased on par with the 
Increasing vehicular count, congestions 
are observed in most Indian cities.
The main reason for increase in vehicular 
count is increasing travel demand as 
the cities are designed in such a way 
that transit has become compulsion to 
satisfy day to day needs. Segregation 
of different Land uses and making a 
spatial arrangement in such a way that 
various land uses are distant from each 
other is increasing the need to travel for 
various purposes like work, education, 
commercial needs, recreation etc. and 
Lack of efficient (in terms of frequency, 
reliability, affordability and last mile 
connectivity) Public Transit systems in 
all the cities is attracting commuters to 
purchase new vehicles.
Building an Automobile Convenient 
Society – Large Scale Development 

of sub urban areas without considering 
compatibility of Public Transit and 
Upcoming of commercial developments 
along automobile routes to suburban 
areas is leading to building up a society 
which is more reliant on automobiles.
Does Expansion of Roads and Building of 
vertical Roads really serve the Purpose?
Expansion of roads and vertical building 
of roads may show a temporary relief 
to the system but it is not a potential 
solution as a result of increasing vehicles, 
the new roads also gets congested with 
time and huge capital, maintenance and 
monitoring costs of new roads leads to 
increased financial burden on the Urban 
Local Body / Government.
Shifting from Segregated Land Use to 
Mixed land use and making the necessity 
to travel minimum and minimal travel 
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Shifting from Segregated Land Use to 
Mixed land use and making the necessity 
to travel minimum and minimal travel 
distance through Integration of land use 
with transportation may serve the cause to 
some extent. Transit oriented Development 
(TOD) is a good example of this case where 
all denser developments and aggregated 
land use is encouraged within the proximity 
of transit nodes making it accessible to a 
greater number of people and providing all 
the required services within a compact area 
surrounding the Transit Node.
Compact Cities for a reason – The concept 
of compact city ensures enough demand 
for public transport and development of 
suburban areas leads to increased travel 
distances and transport needs as all the 
higher-level services may not be available 

in the suburban areas. The concept 
of Network Based Compact Cities 
Enhances the Utilisation of Public 
Transport as all the services, commercial 
areas and recreational spaces are 
provided in close proximity to public 
transport nodes.
Mode Shift – Interventions like Transit 
Oriented Development (TOD), Network 
based Compact Cities and other 
planning interventions  encourage 
people to shift their travel mode to Public 
Transit which consumes less effective 
space compare to private vehicle traffic 
and is serviceable for more population 
with enhanced efficiency.
Technological Innovations - Transport 
modelling and simulation software can 
be used in making  critical transport 
decisions, for example it is useful to 
assess the viability of any new transport 
project (like new roads, new bridges, 
road expansion, junction signalling 
etc.) which is otherwise possible only 
after on ground implementation. 
Similarly, Traffic Impact Assessment 
of any upcoming public buildings 
or commercial buildings to know the 
impact on traffic of adjoining roads can 
also be made easily using this software. 
Application of various Intelligent 
Transport Systems like Intelligent 
Dynamic Traffic Light Sequence, 
Emergency Vehicle Notification System, 
Variable Speed Limits, Electronic Toll 
Collection and Collision Avoidance 
System helps in enhancement of 
transport system safety and efficiency 
resulting in saving of time and cost.

Name:V. SAI SESIDHAR
Passed Out Year: 2019
Department: Urban and Regional Planning
College: JNAFAU, HYDERABAD

Top: Divyamshi, JNAFAU
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P.Karun Achintya, Alumni, 
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to travel by safer route. And a study 
conducted by Sustainable Urban 
Transport Project (SUTP), highlights 
that  women forego opportunities to 
work outside their neighborhoods, 
considering the travel costs and 
safety issues.

The women workforce participation 
rate in Delhi is 11%, which is the 
least among all Indian Cities, despite 
its huge economic activities and  its 
contribution to India’s GDP. With this 
huge gendered bias, this scheme 
has a huge potential to liberate 
women from their homes. There was 
a measured 10% increase in women 
users within the first 21 days of rolling 
out of the scheme (From 33% pink 
ticket sale on the first day to 44% on 
21st day, as per DTC)

The  Delhi government had 
announced that women can travel for 
free in Delhi Transport Corporation 
(DTC) and cluster buses from 
October 29th . This announcement 
had welcomed positive debates on 
safety and mobility issues in our 
Indian cities.  Critics argue about 
the financial unviability and lack of 
a proper plan, but supporters claim 
that this could improve the safety 
and could liberate women. As too 
much skepticism about the scheme 
continues, it is very important to 
assess whether this has any positive 
impacts to the society or not.
Article 13 of the UN Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR) 
underpins freedom of movement. 
But most of the Indian cities fail to 
guarantee this, owing to reasons 
of ‘Transport Poverty’ and ‘Gender 
Issues’. A 2017, study conducted by 
world bank economist Girija Borker 
on 4,000 Delhi’s college students 
highlights that female students chose 
a lower quality college, which 
involved long distance and expensive 
travel compared to men, just in order 
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scheme (From 33% pink ticket sale on 
the first day to 44% on 21st day, as 
per DTC). This not only allows women 
to explore new job opportunities but 
also attempts to reclaim public spaces. 
A woman now feels safer as there are 
more women on the street.  Experts 
argued that with the same money, 
the government could have instead 
invested in purchasing CCTV cameras 
or deployed more policemen. Though 
more CCTV cameras and police could 
create a fear among the thieves it 
doesn’t guarantee that the number 
of crimes would decrease, the CCTV 
cameras can only watch the incident 
and can never prevent it.
As per the Delhi Economic Survey 
2018-19 report, the DTC was already 
on a working loss of Rs 1750.37 crore 
in 2018-19 period, experts opine that, 
the free bus ride scheme could also 
mount an additional pressure of 300 
crore/ year.
As stated earlier, though the scheme 
has many social and economic 
benefits as it can increase the number 
of women workers, improve financial 
independence among women and 
increases safety, but If the scheme is 
not thoroughly assessed for financial 
sustainability, this scheme would soon 
end and would be  reasoned just as 
another ‘broken window fallacy’.
Looking at the world’s best practices, 
such a freebie for public transport is not 
new.

Luxemburg, Estonia, Parris, Hong 
Kong, and Berlin had already 
implemented such free rides for 
different groups of its citizens, which 
had both direct and indirect benefits 
for its society. The only thing the  Delhi 
government is lacking is a proper 
financial plan. The government 
should look at alternative sources of 
financing from its direct and indirect 
beneficiaries.
For example, this scheme has a direct 
impact on easing private vehicular  
mobility on the road, and this benefit 
can be charged on private vehicle 
users. France, for example, supports 
its 40% of public transport funding 
from indirect benefits, 30% from its 
direct users and just 30% is publicly 
funded.
Cities like London and Stockholm 
funds Public transport in their cities 
through  congestion pricing in Central 
Business Districts (CBD), parking 
charges and other developmental 
charges along with the high-frequency 
public transit routes and around bus 
stops.
If these financial models are 
considered, the impact won’t just 
benefit the females but also the entire 
city, as it can also increase and stress 
on the need for more busses with 
high frequencies (just because more 
people are using it). And as theorists 
speak, more frequency would also 
mean the more modal  shift towards 
public transport and that also means 
fewer private vehicles on roads and 
less pollution and finally the change 
that the city wants to see.
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Status Anganwadi Services Under ICDS: Way Ahead

Integrated Child Development Services (ICDS) is an 
administrative programme in India which provides 
sustenance, primary education, primary healthcare, 
immunization, health check-up and referral services to 
children under 6 years of age and their mothers. During the 
2018–19 fiscal year, the Central Government designated 
₹16,335 crores to the programme. The widespread 
network of ICDS has a significant role in combating 
malnutrition especially for children of weaker groups.
Objectives of the scheme-
•Immunization
•Supplementary nutrition
•Health check-up
•Referral services
•Pre-school education(Non-Formal)
•Nutrition and Health information

Case Study-
Mobiles have been distributed under World Bank 
sponsored International Society for Neuro-imaging in 
Psychiatry (ISNIP)  project for eradication of malnutrition. 
200 workers will be provided with the smartphone in Phase 
1 will increase the efficiency of Anganwadi Workers. 
The Smartphones and Tablets have been procured under 
“Poshan Abhiyan”, a program launched to reduce the 
level of stunting, undernutrition, Anaemia and low birth 
weight in children.
An application has been made available which can work 
offline partially so that the Anganwadi Centre could note 
information about child nutrition in the application even 
from remote parts of the country where the internet is 
neither accessible nor available.
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Ministry of Women and Child 
Development (MoWCD), with 
Melinda Gates Foundation has 
distributed smartphones at 62,000 
Anganwadi Centres in 6 states from 
June 2017 to track services being 
offered there. These services include 
making nutrition-related interventions 
by giving daily reports on how 
many children were provided food, 
weighed. The Anganwadi worker 
performs the following tasks-
•Preparing Job Chart
•Surveying houses in the 
neighbourhood
•Marking the attendance of children
•Sending pictures of hot cooked 
meals served at the centre.
Workers scan bar code on the take-
home ration to maintain  ration 
quota. Alerts are sent via SMS if the 
child is underweight. Smartphones 
also prevent falsification of data and 
reduce the workload of maintaining 
11 registers manually. The alert 
is sent to the parents, Anganwadi 
supervisor and Child Development 
Project Officer.
Delhi Government will provide mobile 
phones to Anganwadi workers for 
real-time monitoring of the centres 
and enabling Aadhaar based 
registrations of the employees. This 
initiative comes under the Central 
Government’s POSHAN Abhiyan 
Scheme.
The mobiles will have installed 
applications for recording 
attendance, opening and closing 
time of the Anganwadi Centre, 
enabling Real-Time monitoring of 
the centres, sharing Centre, sharing 
daily photographs of the children 
being served food in the Anganwadi 
Centre, registering the time of 
serving food and carry out name-
based, Aadhaar Linked registration 
of all members employed in the 
Anganwadi Centre.
Current Scenario-
The present condition of the 
Anganwadi Centres is ailing. The 

required amenities are not being 
made available such as the basic 
infrastructure required to run the 
Anganwadi, that is, ORS (Oral 
Rehydration Solution), medicines, 
food items etc. due to lack of funds 
from the government. After not 
providing the basic amenities to the 
Anganwadi’s, the Delhi Government 
announced to distribute smartphones 
to the workers, which infuriated 
Manisha, a 34-year-old Anganwadi 
Helper who had not received her 
monthly honorarium of Rs. 4839 and 
reprehended the administration for 
being ineffective and not being able 
to provide the basic infrastructure and 
amenities of the Anganwadi.

Saranya  
GEC Thrissur
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Look outside for moment…
and appreciate the green.

Appreciate the hues of nature mixed with a tint of mean

A dash of profit for added benefit
Occasionally glancing to those trees;
Let’s do a swirl of development to cure the jumble
Maybe add in bans to silence the raging morals
Or maybe add curfews at night
So that life expectancy can mortality fight
And when all that’s done
Overlay of what remains:
The human conscious and urban fame
Not another war, they said
That’s cool. As long there’s no weapons,
Let’s cover it up with a mirage of peace
Peace that there will be no fighting: against crimes at least

Or maybe against trading rights
Maybe not against democratic rights
Security? Why bother

When we can have an open military weapons exchange!
Glance again to those greens
They seem to have darkened a bit
Maybe its just my eyes, or maybe it’s the air!

Its alright to have zero visibility in winter, adds to the hysterical affair
But who can be responsible for the deaths happening…?
All of which burns me straight into my deepest lair
I can’t take this anymore, how long must I suffer?
This is when the doctor said, ‘It’s alright. You’re going to be fine.’
She removes all the clutter and brings in inclusion
Clears the junction, without much confusion
She seems to be knowing what she does
But does falter sometimes;
And when she does, she brings in another layer
A layer of reconciliation and of trust

She asks me if it hurts with the medication, she prescribes
And you see, I have no choice but to recover from those wounds,

And say, ‘No, truly…I mustn’t lie’

                                                                  -Ishika Pal, TY, COEP

T H E  W O R L D ,  A  P L A N N E R  A N D  M E

Left: Anmol Chaudhary, 
School of Planning and Architecture, New 
Delhi
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I wish I hadn’t matured so fast,
May be then, I’d not always end up last.
I distinctly remember giving away a toy,
It broke my heart and stole my joy.
May be that’s when I first learned sacrifice,
I thought maybe then I’d suffice,
In my parent’s eyes I would rise.

I wish I hadn’t become so aware,
As I got to know the world better, friends got rare.
Soon I was trying hard to fit in,
Moving on and drifting away from Kin.

I was in an ocean of possibilities,
Trying to swim to the island which felt homely.
All I am today, is lonely,
Drowning in the ocean of responsibilities.
May be this is me learning how to survive,
Trying my best to be hopeful and live life.

When i was growing and glowing,
I constructed my first opinion,
developed my personality,
And accepted society’s Dominion,
Struggling to preserve my individuality.

I T ’ S  A L L  A B O U T  T I M E

I tried to understand religion,
Ventured into agnosticism,
Still in a state of confusion,
Wondering if it’s all an illusion.

I started dreaming,
Learnt to distinguish between dreams and fantasies,
Came to terms with my reality,
And accepted my abstractivity.

Soon I dived into sexuality,
Realising I wasn’t allowed to possess that quality.
I learned about gender inequality,
Questioned it every night not letting it get the best 
of me.
Never was I absorbed in self-pity,
I decided to embrace and stand for my bevy.

I’m proud of who I’ve become.
My journey has taught me a lot,
But there’s still more to come.
I’m still learning,
Still a work in progress,
Making sure I don&’t regress.
                                                           

                                    
- Raj Chaudhary

Amity University, Noida

Both pictures: 
Anmol Chaudhary, 
School of Planning and Architecture, New 
Delhi
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I speak of the reminiscence of those days as I shiver in fear,
When I had no soul to see but only occasional howls to hear.
And all I could do was nothing but to sit in distress,
As cousin Mehrauli, at the zenith of her age,
Restrained any who wished to egress.
It was so, until he,
Dressed in purple robes, arrived with his chivalry,
Who, mounted on their stallions,
Filled the air with gallops and my chest with bastions.
He brought her whom you still see dressed in red,
For he had much to leave none in the town unfed.
I was now no more a silent unpainted canvas,
For clergy and noble and traders and workers,
Were never short of matters to discuss.
And yes, every day had festivity in itself.
But alas! My ecstasies were never eternal,
My dusk was near and he too, near his funeral.
Alamgir had him behind bars.
His majesty degraded and so begun my downfall.
A veil was drawn across the face of my beautiful woman,
And so was between saffron and green and everything seemed inhuman.
Temples had forgotten to ring bells and deities to hear hymns,
For his son was intolerant towards all those who used to sing. 
I had still to see worse,
For the setting sun brought with itself the merciless.
They sacked and looted, filled the streets with piles of bodies,
And left the Joyous joyless.
My setting sun further drowned in the intoxication of those days,
Such, as it never rose again to spread its rays.
A fake sun did rise from the west.
The air was again filled with gallops,
But now they felt like a thousand daggers stabbing my chest.
The last of his lineage was sentenced to eastern lands,
And my beautiful woman was now a garrison.
My people were caged within the bounds of my own fortress,
While they were set-free in their garden city’s lavishness.
If you walk down my aromatic lanes, they would take you back in time.
Cities were erected and pulled down,
But I still stand here as a memoir of my past,
For he was Shahjahan and I am Shahjahanabad.
                                                                 

I  A M  S H A H J A H A N A B A D

Mrinal Shrivastava
SPA Delhi
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C H A N G E
It’s 21st century thing nowadays,
It keeps on fluctuating with time,
People are thinking of this day,
It’s reflecting today’s busy life,
Ideology is getting flawless in ways,
Knowledge is getting wide,
A negativity will teach you many ways,
A positivity will lead your future,
Make change as per your styles!!

-Rajvi Shah
Anant National University

A  C I T Y  O F 
D R E A M S
A man with dreams,
Whose thoughts flow like a streams,
Walks through the streets,
With beautiful ideas rendered on sheets.

Collects and analyses information,
Which leads to transformation,
Sort outs the things,
Writes out and sings.

Plotted on sheets,
Presence and meets,
With attractive plan in route,
And prevents the pollute.

A city of dreams,
Radiating like sun beams,
With economical trade,
And eco-friendly grade.

                      -Siddhu                       
JNAFAU

F R O M … . .
TO … . .
From cool breeze,
To pollution freeze.
From well water,
To mineral matter.
From green fields,
To concrete jungles.
From mud roads,
To traffic nodes.
From walking miles,
To lazy lifestyles.
From mathaji-pithaji,
To mom-dad.
From real relations,
To selfish attractions.
Relationships changed to agreements,
Orthodox changed to heterodox,
We changed to me,
And…. Village changed to city.

                          S. Pavani,
                          SPA, Vijayawada.
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ऐ बड़े शहर कैसे बयां 
करूं तुझे, 
 
तू वो है जिसे बचपन से चाहा है मैंने,  
तू वो है जिसे जाने कितनी जद्दोज़ेहद के बाद पाया है मैंने,  
 
सुना है तेरा नाम सारी दुनियां में रोशन है,  
पर मैंने तो तेरी ही कुछ संकरी गलियों में देखा, वहां जाने 
कितनी ही जानों को कुपोषण है,  
 
तू इतना शक्तिशाली है की तमाम संरक्षित इमारतों को 
सुरक्षित लिए खड़ा है,  
फ़िर क्यों तू उतना ही निर्बल, की उस अबला की इज़्ज़त 
की रक्षा के लिए तेरे हाथों में ताला जड़ा है?  
 
कुछ ज़्यादा ही तेज़ चला है तू प्रगति के पीछे,  
देख तेरी जनता कैसे भेड़ चाल चल रही है आँखें मीचें,  
 
तकनीक में तो तू ख़ूब आगे बढ़ गया,  
पर मज़ार पर बैठे उन गरीबों को दो वक़्त की रोटी देने में 
तू कैसे पीछे रह गया?  
 
-महिमा सूर्यवंशी

Shaik Mohammed Rayyan
             SPA Vijayawada
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A N  O D E  TO  M Y 
C I T Y
I walk along with solidity, amidst the 
anarchy of my city
But now I stand lost, at the exit, Unsure, to 
where am heading next
I curse all the movements I make, fleeing 
from here to there and everywhere
No more streets or signals now, can 
expertise to guide me through right now

I recall the times when I was glad, the 
streets were full of glory they had
With a hefty heart, and misty eyes, I miss 
those greetings and good byes
The breeze and flowers and songs of 
sparrows, which lightened up the streets 
that were narrow,
Those ceaseless walks along my streets, 
gave me immense pleasure with ease

Now I stand alone midst the crowd
The streets have become long and grey, 
the faces are gloomy and not in gay
No more sparrows to sing along and, no 
more pals who greet along
The paths have become cold and snaky 
and ends abruptly which makes me shaky

The honking horns and screeching lights 
which make my legs to quiver at night
But racing up the acceleator hard, to shove 
my car to the boundaries by far
I whisk along the vehicle’s tempo, steering 
and breaking to fight without letting go
The streets call me out loud and broken, 
for I return just a grin as a token

                                                                                           
                                                                                        

Lakshmi. R, 
G.E.C, Thrissur
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T H E N  A N D
N O W. . .
Somewhere today...
The adorable panda is slouching against a tree,
The lone tiger’s roar is heard miles away,
The sea turtle carries in its shell decades of 
history,
The Asian elephant stomps around proudly,
The Huge whale is wheezing out fountains of 
water,

Will all be the stories beginning with once upon 
a time...
just like how a spix’s macaw is unknown to me

Earth used to be a home,
Now they have No place to roam...
Though we are going somewhere,
The question should start with that “Somewhere” 

                       - Kalyni Chakravrathi.V 
JNAFAU

T R E A S U R E S 
O U T S I D E  T H E 
Y E L LO W  TA X I

P I P E D  D R E A M S
Series of fervent midnights, juggling between 
Yellow and Blue
Park to Mall, Mall to Cinema…. sixty-five 
metre double lined placed through
Still felt something unheard, dappling 
streams and whispering trees we knew
Conscious Subconscious rendered fear, still 
perplexed what to ensue
The separation within mapped the barriers 
‘tween, increased tussle for space dew
The unconscious Subconscious clinched for 
unconfined spaces, uninterrupted sprawl 
grew
But what emerged out of all this chaos, a 
single use design that brewed obnoxious 
flue
Safe and serene for Highly Intellectual 
Gatherers (HIG); if something happens 
outside, then no clue
Cities greenery so high, alas not to serve 
quality life, but to obscure crimes in parks 
entirely new
Maybe the mixed use planning breeds 
thousand eyes, eyes ranging from peddler to 
a crew
What all can deter such mishaps, a social 
accountability system or a change lasting 
teugh
Maybe sparseness isn’t the trouble, social 
conquest enviable or this shall be pipe 
dream that
might imbue…

-Pratik Yadav, B.Plan, 4 th Year
UPES, Dehradun

Flowers floating by the soiled water,
And kids taking a chance each
At seeing how far they can throw the stones
And just a mile away,
At their homes, soil is transformed
Into beauty and strength and hope;
The beauty that brings in four days
Of joy and frolic, lights and colour.
And amidst all the hustle and bustle,
The horn is blown and the vintage vehicle
Moves past you bringing in the nostalgia,
The kind where you just
Hope that this life remains, as it is.
The kind of nostalgia you feel seeing
Your home treasuring its traditions
Amidst the changing dynamics of life,
And that’s when you’ll see
That yellow taxi pass by
Through the narrow street of Kolkata.

- Sayani Mandal, 
School of Planning and Architecture 

Bhopal

All pictures: 
Janhvi, School of Planning and 
Architecture, New Delhi



Left: Inaugration of the convention 
Bottom: Audience at the inaugration 

Top: UPES at dusk
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Annual NOSPlan  
Convention
2019
Held on 26th, 27th and 28th 

December, 2019 

Left: Formal Event, Showcase Pin-up
Top: Informal Event, Sab Nacho

The focus of the convention is to discuss the core issues in planning profession, practice and academics 
as well, to exchange and promote best practices and innovative ideas. This platform promotes the 
overall growth of all involved in this profession. This event is a huge interactionfor the students as well as 
professionsals in the country. 

Host: UPES, Dehradun

Unit Council 

Tanmay Jain 
Unit  Coordinator

Harshita Mishra 
Associate Editor

Harsh Jha  
Convention Officer

Anuj Thakur 
Unit  Treasurer

NOSPLAN‘s Annual Convention 2019 was held 
at UPES, Dehradun. This convention included 
formal and informal events. Over 30 colleges 
participated. 

Dean, UPES 

Dr. Bansal did his post graduation 
in M.Tech (Power Systems), National 
Institute of Technology, Kurukshetra, 
PHD in Renewable Energy 
Engineering, University of Petroleum 
& Energy Studies, Dehradun 

Dr. Kamal Bansal

Program Director

Dr. Nihal anwar 
Siddiqui

Dr. Siddiqui did his post graduation 
in Environmental Science and 
Doctorate in Environmental Impact 
Assessment. He started his carrier 
as Assistant Professor in Institute of 
Environment & Management. 

Assistant Prof.

Vibhor Goel 

Vibhor Goel is a competent 
architect and urban planner; 
04 years of experience in 
industry and academics. 
Currently working as an 
Assistant professor in UPES, 
Dehradun.

Students involved 



Left: Student presenting for 2400 
Minutes 
Top: Students preparing for 
2400 Minutes

Right, Bottom: Preparation for 
Donatello (model-making)

Left, Top: 
Preparation for 
Donatello (model-
making)
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Formal Events

1. 2400 Minutes 

Competition Brief : The participants will be taken on a field visit to KOTI village within the contextual 
area of Bidholi, Dehradun. KOTI is the first ever smart village developed and 
sustained by UPES.
The participants will have to assess the scenario in order to analyze and 
produce strategies,proposals accordingly. This event includes a design-based 
assignment which has to be completed within the given time frame.

Winners 
1st 
2nd 

3rd  

College of Engineering, Pune (COEP)
Jawaharlal Nehru Architecture and Fine Arts University (JNAFAU), Hyderabad
Shri Gijubhai Chhaganbhai Patel Institute of Arch., Interior Des. & Fine Arts 
(GCPIA) ,Surat

These events include Profession related activities that test planning skills of the students. These 
events include 2400 minutes for design proposals, Donatello for model-making, Showcase Pin-up 
for overall work of a college, Big 3 (a quiz) and Current Practices. 

2. Donatello

Competition Brief : Make a Model with the skills of Resource Management, Creativity and Thinking 
out of the Box. You have to make a logical, symbolic, themed model with the 
stationary you have to buy via bidding process. Equal amount of money will be 
distributed among teams and a time of 15 mins. will be given to all the teams to 
see and plan for the purchase of items which are on sale. Basis stationary will 
also be available for sale, it’s the participant’s choice if they want to buy it or 
not.

Winners 

1st: 
2nd: 

3rd

School of Planning and Architecture, Bhopal 
Government Engineering College, Thrissur (GEC)
School of Planning and Architecture,Delhi



Left: Student preseting 
for Show-case pin-up

Bottom: Students 
preparaing for 
Showcase Pin-up

Right: Competition Entry 
for  Showcase Pin-up

Left: Students 
receiving 2nd 
position for Big 3
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3. Showcase Pin-up
Competition Brief : Colleges will be required to present previous works done in studios, 

projects, etc. Each college will be provided with a panel, wherein they are 
expected to display their work, with an aim of making the presentation more 
attractive. The work may consist of sheets, drawings, reports, etc. Models 
will not be included.

Winners 
1st 
2nd 

3rd 

School of Planning and Architecture, Delhi
School of Planning and Architecture, Vijaywada
School of Planning and Architecture, Mysore

4. The Big 3
Competition Brief : This 3 round event will consist of a quiz, a spin off and a formal panel 

discussion on given topic.

Winners 

1st 
2nd 

3rd

School of Planning and Architecture, Delhi
College of Engineering, Pune (COEP)
School of Planning and Architecture, Bhopal 

5. Current Practices
Competition Brief : Participants are expected to critically analyse a case study.

And prepare a good practice model of potential analysis, and solutions. Focus to 
be given on the rationale of topic selection, feasibility and practical applicability 
in the current scenario. Emphasis must be given to following points: Why the 
particular case study is selected, what were the parameters chosen for analysing, 
the ways and extent up to which it went transformation. The study should also 
include current status of context, conclusion of context and justification for it being 
a ‘good practice’.

Winners 

1st 
2nd 

3rd 

School of Planning and Architecture, Vijaywada
Jawaharlal Nehru Architecture and Fine Arts University (JNAFAU), Hyderabad
College of Engineering, Pune (COEP) 



Left, top, right: Students 
playing Box Cricket

Right, Bottom: Students 
performing Nukkad-Natak

Top: Students performing 
Nukkad-Natak
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Informal Events

1. Box Cricket 

Competition Brief : The event will be a knockout cricket competition. The team that survives till end 
wins. It will be a six over match. If there happens to be a tie, then a super over 
will be conducted.

Winners 

1st 
2nd 

3rd

School of Planning and Architecture, Vijaywada
School of Planning and Architecture, Delhi
School of Planning and Architecture, Bhopal

These events consist of extra-curricular activities to provide a platform for talented students. 
A number of activties were included in these events such as Box Cricket for Sports, Nukkad Natak 
for drama, Sab Nacho for dance,Wall Painting, Fashion Show, Virtual Gaming and Photography. 

2. Nukkad Natak

Competition Brief : A team from every participating college will prepare a 10 minutes performance 
with a soul perspective of spreading awareness. The act can be bilingual 
i.e. Hindi and English, the participants are expected to prepare the costumes 
accordingly beforehand.

Winners 

1st 

2nd 

3rd 

Maulana Azad National Institute of Technology 
(MANIT), Bhopal 
School of Planning and Architecture, Delhi
College of Engineering, Pune (COEP)



All pictures: Students   
performing for Sab 

Nacho

All pictures: 
Students 
participating in 
Wall painting
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3. Sab Nacho
Competition Brief : Groove to the beats Theme - Pick any of the 17 Sustainable Development Goals 

(blueprint to achieve a better and more sustainable future for all) and prepare 
your performance in accordance to that.

Winners 
1st 

2nd 

3rd

College of Engineering, Pune 
(COEP)
School of Planning and Architecture, 
Bhopal
Sardar Vallabhbhai National 
Institute of Technology, Surat 

4. Wall painting/grafitti
Competition Brief : A team from every participating college will prepare a 10 minutes performance 

with a soul perspective of spreading awareness. The act can be bilingual 
i.e. Hindi and English, the participants are expected to prepare the costumes 
accordingly beforehand.

Winners 
1st 
2nd 

3rd

Government Engineering College, Thrissur (GEC)
Sardar Vallabhbhai National Institute of Technology, Surat
School of Planning and Architecture, Vijaywada



Top: Entries for Photography 
event

Top: Students participating 
in Virtual Gaming

All pictures: Students 
participating in Fashion 
Show
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5. Say Cheese!

Winners 

1st 

2nd 

3rd

School of Planning and 
Architecture, Vijaywada 
College of Engineering, Pune 
(COEP)
Maulana Azad National 
Institute of Technology 
(MANIT), Bhopal 

6. Vir tual Gaming

Competition 
Brief :

PUBG the trendy mobile version has taken 
the country by storm and to experience this 
excitement, bring 4 of your brave comrades 
to the battle ground.

Winners 
1st 

 
2nd 

3rd

School of Planning and Architecture, 
Vijaywada 
College of Engineering, Pune (COEP)
School of Planning and Architecture, Delhi

7. Fashion Show

Competition Brief : Theme: Cultural Literacy
The theme depicts understanding other cultures and “focusing on what we share” 
as a culture, as a society altogether rather than focusing on what divides us.
Participating team from each college will be given time for preparation prior to 
the event. The teams are required to deliver the theme to the audience, through 
their walking, dressing (clothes, ornaments, makeup, etc.) No materials will be 
provided by the host college for preparation purpose.

1st 
2nd 

3rd

School of Planning and Architecture, Delhi 
The Maharaja Sayajirao University of Baroda
Sardar Vallabhbhai National Institute of 
Technology, Surat 

Winners 
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Winners of XXI Annual NOSPlan 
Convention 2019-20

1st Position - School of Planning and Architecture, Delhi

School of Planning and Architecture, Delhi secured first position in NOSPLAN, 2019
Came first in three events, second in two events and third in two events, total: 7. 

Top: Winning team, SPA 
Delhi

2nd Position - College of Engineering, Pune (COEP)

3rd Position - School of Planning and Architecture, Vijaywada

College of Engineering, Pune secured second position in NOSPLAN, 2019
Came first in two events, second in three events and third in two events, total: 7. 

School of Planning and Architecture, Vijaywada secured third position in NOSPLAN, 2019
Came first in four events, second in one event and third in one event, total: 7. 

Top: Second runner up team, 
SPA, Vijaywada

Top: Runner up team,  
COE Pune
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